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A Li I F E which, duririg a period of forty* 
feven years, has bcen continually enve* 
lopcd in myftery and enigmasj which, confi* 
dcred by Tome as a model of heroiffn; feligion, 
and morality» and Fegarded by others as a tifine 
of bafenefs,- impofture, and iinpiety,' has hi- 
therto kept thè judgment of a large portión of 
Europe ih fufpenfe : this life however is ac 
length become thè fubjeft - of ferious and tìfe* 
fui meditation, fince thè chara&er of Caglioftrò 
is 'no lónger equivocai.' * The finneiy 'whilé 
perufing thefe lbeéts, will now fee and acknow- 
ledge his errorj thè good Catholic will perceivé 
thè neceflìty of being eenftandy on his guard 
againft thè fnares of bell ; thè fcholar~tfill 
team how deceitfgl -that knowledge fi which 
has not religion far its bafis; thè ignorane will 
A a be 
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be taught to be humble ; and thè whole world 
will have occafìon to admire thè doublé tri- 
umpb of truth apd fairh. 

Jofeph Balfamo, fo celebrated under thè pre- 
tended title of Count Alexander Cagliòftro, 
has undoubtedly beco a very famous impoftor. 
We are naturally inclined to defpife and to 
ridicule thofe paft ages, in which fuch mcn 
hare ferèen credkedy appkuded, and treated 
aa fomething fuperior to humanity. We are 
in thè right undoubtedly fo tò do. But when it 
ia rccotte&cd that thu adventurer floucflhe^ in 
thè eigbteenth cemury— ducing ^ periòd which 
arrogjatfa to. itf«l£rthj& ; title^of. aa v enlight»ned 
wd phHqfepfeic iytfùnwly fuperio* to pre, 
fannie al adminers: of thè prefent 
tifpe&augjwto be coverei yùtM fjdutarycoo» 
fijfiflftl-a • ... U ; • 

i. §prc}$. wiU, no dou^t, : enqyito; hfijv ao ÀflV 
poftor couldi .apqwre. fe .piuqh oeiebwty^ aod 
ìfa ?n*ang,.flMioo* 

epbfthtef^d, , by . fi^e fciep£$$,, apd -fcorei ipdivèr 
; abilit'^es. - lti?;ÌFr«HgÌ9q t 
,beeg u bÌB5LÌPKpdv9iW,, that has-fopt 
BPr.^>.:and,;th^?,iliW 1 psqi»bed f©rvhi«t*U hia 
trwmgh?», . * ~j , li;.! •>■•' ■ 

i ,Wheft we ewfides thtfijamfekion ofv,tfae halft 
kwnfldi^ythAbiwn^sciofoa. number-ók fiate, in 
.J Europe, 
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Europe, to divine wbatfthc eye' of man ^ever 
fa Vi iht eatf of mao nero bearci, nor die hcarc 
of man was ever ablett* cosnpréhend— • nee eckr 
lui, vn&t r noe itwù jwdivit, nec in cor bontnis 
<^/fe#£--when, wefind them in «he height of ^ 
ibeir bUfphemifs exfclaiming there ia no God— 

PQfi tfi JPtfKf — we need flot be afraid to affimi 
tbat thè ignorante •òf thè aneiencs was kft 
per-nicioi» than thc fcnowjcdge of thè nhodei'ns. 

in ibort, vdten-has Europe heen fo muhdafed 
and ©yerwhekned with fanaticifm» aa in our 
agt ?, Who has notheard of thè devila of Loti* 
dun ? of hobgoblinsj fylphs, convulfionariea, 
magnetifts, and cabalifts ? What is thè objetì: 
of thè free mafons,' and thofe phrenetic focieties 
called thè Illuminated, with their plots, their' 
fecrets, their invocations, and their ridiculous 
rites ? 

It is a juft obfervation, that impoftors ac- 
quire credit and renown only in thofe countries 
where there is but little religion, and much 
philofophy. Rome is not a capitai in which 
fuch men can hope to fucceed, becaufe error will 
not be permitted to fpread forth its branches in 
thè centre of thè true faith. The life of Count 
Caglioftro is aluminous proof of thè juftice of 
our obfervation ; and this is thè reafon why we 
have thought it our duty to compofe this 
6 ' work. 
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work, faithfully extrafted from authentic re- 
cord s depofited with us— record» that thceen- 
fures of thè critic cannot reach. 

The authoritjr of thè Sovereign Pontiff has 
on this occafion been employed in dtfpenfing 
with thè law that, with as much juftice as pru- 
. dence, enjoins inviolable fecrecy refpefting all 
thè procedure» of thè Holy Inquifition. 

. We beg leave to conclude with obferv- 
ing, that we would much rather bave pre- 
ferred eternai filence on this fubjcdt, than now 
report a fingle circumftance as a faft, thè 
cxiftence of which was not founded on mora! 
certainty. T- H<**u$* 
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ENGLISH TRANSLATOR. 

C AGLIOSTRO, after committing a 
multitude of rogueries in various 
kingdoms, and efeaping from thè hand of 
juftice in almoft every capitai in Europe, 
has at length, by an uncommon fatality, 
been arrefted in his career, and condemrì- 
ed to death in thè only metropoli, per- 
haps, in which he could not bave been 
convidted of a breach of thè moral obli- 
gations that connedt man with fociety. 

Whateyer motivo may have influenced 
thè court of Rome, it wili be a lafting 
reproach on thè reign pf Pius VI. to haye 
detained, trìed, and inflidted thè punifh- 
ment of perpetuai imprifonment on a 
inan, againft whom he could only prove 
thè crime— rof being a free mafon ! 
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' As thè Apoftolic Chamber, in its own 
juflificstiqn, has publiffred thè life ap4 
trial of this extraordinary man, thè Tranf- 
lator, thinking that it may prove an ob- 
jedt of rational curiofity to thè Engliih 
reader, now prefents it for his infpeétion 
and perufal. 
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COUNT ‘6AGLIOSTRO. 


CHAPTER.I. , 

J OSEPH Balfamo, thè fon of Peter Bai fa» 
mo and Fclicia Braconieri, both of them of 
mean extradion, was bora at * Palermo, on thè 

eighth 

* In a roemoir pnblifhed by the Count whilein England, 
he pretended that he could not fpeak pofitively as to the 
place of His nativity, nor in regard to the parents from whom 
he derived his birth. This circumftance gave an ampie 
Icope to the imagination of his followers ; fome of whom 
pretended that he was the [offspring of thè grand mailer 
of Malta, by a Turkifli Lady, taken captivc by a galley be- 

£ longing 
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eighth of June 1743. . His father, who hai 
been a merchant, happening to die during his> 
infancy, his maternal uncles took him under 
thcir protedion, and endeavoured to inftrud 
him in thè principles of religion, and give him 
an education fuirable to his years. Butfróm his 
earlieft infancy he fhewed himfelf fo averfc to 
a virtuous courfe of life, that he fled more than 
once from thè feminary of St., Roch at Pa- 
lermo, where he had been placcd for his in- 
ftrudion. ' 

At thè age of thirteen he was entrufted to 
thè care ofthé father- generai of thè Good-Brother- 
bocd* t who carried him to thè convent of that 
order at Cartagirone. There he put on thè ha- 
bit of a novice ; and, being plabed under thè 
tuition of thè apothecary, he ìearned from him 

Ionging to that ifland j while others, with equàl pròbability, 
affirmcdthat he was thè only furvivìng'fon of that pritfce 
who aboijt thirty-five years ago fwayed thè precarious 
fceptreof Trebifond. To infufe into this ftory a greater 
portion of thc marvelldus , it was added, that a revolution 
taking place, in confequence of which thc reigniog fovereign 
was facrificed to thè fury of his feditioits fubje&s, his in-* 
fant fon, thè Coiint Caglioflro, was conveyed b y a trutìy 
friend to Medina, where thè Muflulman Sherif had thè 
unprejudiced generoiìty to educate him in thè toh of ìm 
Chriftian parents. T. 

• Benfratelii. 

• . (according 
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^actording to his own eonfeffion) thc firft prin- 
ciples of chemiftry and medicine. 

He did noe continue long in this afylum ; 
during his ftay* however* he exhibited fo many 
new fymptoms of» a vicious eharafter, that thè 
religious were often under thè neceffity of chaf- 
tHìng him; It is recorded amìong other things* 
that, being etriployed to rcad during meals, as 
is cuftomary in all holy.communities, he would 
never repeat what appeared in thè hook; but,on 
thè contrary, fpoke whatever occùrred to his own 
knaginatian : nay, he has even con fefled that* 
in reading thè Martyrology, he ufed to fubfti- 
tute thè names of thè moli famous Courtezana 
of thè time, inftead of thofe of thè faints. 

In fine, to get rid of tbe mortifications and 
thè penante, inflióted upon him, on account of 
his fàults, he abandoned his convent, and re-* 
turned to Palermo. 

It was abouc this period that hè cultivated a 
tafte for drawing : but this neither occafioned 
a change in his morals, or his conduft. The 
exceffes to which he abandoned himfelf were 
almoft of every kind and defeription. Deliver- 
ing himfelf entirely up to his pafiion for fenc- 
ing, and to thè company of thè moft difiblute 
young men of thè neighbourhood, there was 
no quarrel in which he did not take a part : bue 
B a abovc 
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above alì things he took a particular pleafure 
in refifting thc officers ofjuftice, and iti deliver- 
ing from their hands thc prifoners whom they 
had arreftcd. He was alfo aecufed of having 
forged tickets of admiflìon into thè theatrcf 
and he Itole from one of his uncles with whom 
he lived, a confiderable quamity pf money, 
and -fevcral valuable effe£ts. Having cncou- 
raged an’ amòrous intércourfe between an ac- 
quaintance and one of hisfemale coufins, he car- 
rìed bìllet-doux from one to thè othcr; and, pro- 
fitingby this opportunity,made thè lover believe 
that thè yóung lady fometimes requefted mo- 
ney, «and fometimes a watch of a trinket : thef© 
prefents were accordingly confided to his care*: 
and clandeftinely appropria-ted to his own ufe. 
Su eh was his addrefs, that he infìnuated bini- 
felf into thè good graces of a relation who was 
a notary, and aflually found means to falfify a 
teftament in favour of a certain MarquiS Mau- 
rigi, by which means great injury accrued to a 
pious eftablilhment. This piece of roguery 
"was difeovered feveral years after, at a. time - 
when he was abfent from Palermo ; and proofa 
were addueed on thè occafìon that eleariy ma- 
riiféfted his criminality. Ic has allò been af- 
fé rr ed that he afiaffinated a canon; and it is pre- 
tended that, having been applied to by a mpnk 

to 
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to procure leave of abfencc from his fuperior, 
lie forged a pcrmiffion, on purpofe to chcat thè 
-holy father out of a little money. . 

- This mudi is however certain, that he- was 
frequently feized and imprifoned : but it fo 
bappened that he always regained his liberty ip 
-a fliort cime, either from thè want of necefiary 
proofs for his convi&ion, on account ofthp 
mature of thè orime, or' by means of thè credit 
and interceflìon of his relation*. At length he 
■■was forced to;fly from his country for having 
-duped a goldfmith, of thè name of Marano,- of 
more than.fmy. piece* of gold. Having inge- 
nuiry fufficienc to malte thi* .fimpleton bèlieve 
ihat he had aa immenfe treafure concealed in p 
grotto, in a diftant part of.thp. country, of whicji 
he wóuld put him in poffefiloji ; he,- under tbys 
pretence, procured thè above-mentioned funi, 
■which, as he pretended, was to be employed io 
certain magical operations. This comedy how,- 
ever concluded very little to. the advantage of 
poor Marano, for he was fevercly beaten by 
certain people who appdared to him in thè 
fhape of infernal fpirits. The truth is, that 
thefe inhabitants of Pandemonium were no 
other than -thè companions of Balfamo, who 
aéted in concert with him, and afiumed this 
difguife at his recommendatioe, 

B 3 Marano 
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Marano having difcovered thè trick, was ex-, 
tremely .irritateci, as may very readily be be- 
lieved; and, not content with laying an informa- 
tion of thè particulars before a magiftrate, he 
•determined torevenge his wrongs, byafiafih- 
riating thè author of them. It was this that dei- 
’termined Balfamo to fly from his native, coua- 
try. • - - - • ••.- .• 

A variety of circomftances which occurced 
from this period dii thè cime of his laft imprl- 
.fonmenr, have given - grounds to:belicve that 
he pradilèd forqery. This fuppofidon is 
founded on the two follo wing anecdotes. The 
firft ìs, that, under pretence of preparing a re- 
medy for one of his fifters, who vizs.ptjfejed, he 
made a country prieft adminifter a little cotton 
to her, which had be'en fteeped in thè boly oil 
which is ufed for- extremé unftion. . It is how- 
ever well known that he ne ver. had a filler who 
was pojfejfed. 'The other, which is rather rè- 
markable, is as follows : It is pretended that, 
being one day in company with feveral of his 
friends, they teftified a great curiofity to dif- 
cover what a certain lady of their acquaintance 
was doing at that very moment. Balfamo 
offers to fatisfy their inclinations : he accord- 
ingly forms a fquare on thè ground, waves his 
hand over it, and then draws thè figure of thè 

lady 
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lady playing at. carda with three of/ herac- 
quaintaace. On this théy faftantly ferid R» her 
houfe, and find that (he was- adtually fitting’in 
thè lame attitgde, emplòyed in thè very occu* 
pation, and in company. with thè fame perfons 
whom he had delineated. By.meansof th$ 
circumftances which we ihalt hereafter rekte, 
il will be eafy to determine what degree 0$ 
credibility fhould be given to this eventi, and 
what are thè conclufidns which ought to be 
drawn from it. 

Balfamo being obliged to fly from Palermo, 
gave himffclf. yp to a wandering life^ and ae-, 
tually travelled through moft parts of thè 
world : wc are henceforth obliged to give cre- 
dit to bis own affertions until his arrivai in 
Rome, becaufe we have no other opportunity 
of tracing his hiftory, or of verifying any of thè 
particulars. 

By mean* of thè money which he had prò- 
cured in thè manner already related, he now 
repaired to Meflina. There he got acquai nted 
with a certain perfon of thè dame of Altotas : 
it is not khown with certainty whcther he was a 
Spaniard or a Greek, far he could fpeak both pf 
thefe languages with fluency. He was in pof- 
fcflìon of feverel Arabie manuferipts, and pre- 
tended to be a great chemift. Having em- 
B 4 barked 
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barked together on board of a véflel, thej 
failed alórig thè Arcipelago, and landed at 
Alexandria in Egypt; whereduringthefpaceof 
forty days they perforaied feveral operatiorià 
in chemiftry, by which they procured a great 
deal of money. . 

- They propofed to pafs from thence to Grand 
Cairo j but they were driven by contrary winds 
to thè ifland of Malta. THfere they remained 
(or fome time, and worked in thè laboratory of 
thè grand mailer Pinto. Altotas * hàving died 
foon after, Balfamo refolved to vifit Naples, 
and acoordingly put himfelf under thè protec* 
tioh of a knight of Malta, to whom Jje was re- 
cotnmended by thè grand mailer. 

Hè fupported himfelf for fcme time in that 
Capital wjth thè money which had been pre* 
fented to him by thè grand mailer, and thè pre- 
fents which he received from his companion thè 
Chevdlier i and Iben 'aftef was Ineky enough 

* • .»»•»!. -Il 

* In a pamphlet wrtftsa un<|er thè direAkm of che Coirne 
it is pretended that Aitata^ iyas ,$s tutor, * during his’sefy» 
dence at Medina, in thè palàce of thè Muftì Salahaymj 
that he *inftru£fced him in tW'^nowìedge of botany and 
• phyfic ; made him acqtfahiteiPtvlfh thè 'orientai languageà 
and litérature ; inti*oducecl him to thè ftvéteign of Mecca, 
by whoftì he was greatly <iaFeflèd'; and terieirimacquamted 
with all thè wonderg of.Egyp^ T. , - i ; 
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to . jy^quire thè. regatd af a prince- whó vé 
attached to thè ftudy of chemiftry, .-and who _ 
wUhed.-to-carry tóntit<h vifit hi*’ poffcffionà in. 

' -n ì.r. 

.... Hfvinft Cakeo, xivantagé tof this ©pportunity 
jco reviftt; Muffiti#*..}# Happeiied to: nacet with a 
prieft, who w&s hi» eoUntryman and particolar 
ftcqqajntance. He.hiHRfclf confeffes that this. 
P^sf^was violent in bis cemper, difiblote in .hi» 
«norafc, and had often participatéd in his.rq. 
gugrtas dwing thejr refidence atPaleirmo : he 
fiyen adds; that this very clergyman was one of 
thè ,jctevita..who. haid- i baftinadoed 'thè joweiler 
Marano, whilc fcarching thè grotto, for che 

hiddeo toea&ne^ o; r. .. . ' . : 

.àHartn&'chofen this perfon ferhi» affodate, 
he' Éook Jeavé of thftiprhtce, and-they depàrced 
togethehjfor; Napldst <.ii*.>the courfe of* their 
joorney.they. ^ertattdftedatan innin thè town 
of Pisa©, under -prétortc* . of -haviitg; carried 
off a tady,with them but as no fuch perfon 
was foMBd- io their company, tbey «ere immc- 
diately • fet • at liberty* • . After a fhort ftay at 

■ * This prince is faid te bave been of thè nòble houfe of 
Caramanpa, and nearly reiated to thè ambaffador of that 
(tante whoJately reptéfiEnted theliing of thè Two Sicilie», at 
fte court ef London, and ia now oné of thè minifiers of that 
fevereiga.' T. 

Naples, 
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Naples, iterai rcfolvcd that thcy fhould repair 
co Rome. 

Arrivcd in thè capitai of thè Chriftian world, 
Balfamo affumed feveral diffcrent chara&er», 
and appeaycd fometimcs in an ecclefiaftical, and 
fometimes in a fecular habit. By means of 
lettere of recommendation which he had prò* 
dured at Naples, he obtained accefs to feveral 
perfons of diftindtion * : among others he got ac- 
quainted with thè Bailli de Breteuil, a t that rime 
ambafiador from Malta to Rome; and was-alfo 
prefented to many ecclefiaftics of bis own 
country. From thè generoGty of thefe, and hit 
own private induftry, he was enabled to pro- 
cure fufficient money to defr.ay all his expences. 

He cmployed himfelf at this^period in mak- 
ing drawingson paper; thè outlines of which 
were produeed by means of a copper piate en- 
graving, and afterwards filled up by him with 
Indian ink t thefe he fold for deftgns. triade by 

* In a publication intitled La Lettre de Comic Cagliojlr et 
ma Peuple £ Angioli, it is pretende^ that he had determined 
to remata incognito in Rome, when chance baviqg difeovered 
him to Cardinal Urfina, that prelate paid bim thè moli fiat- 
tering atterition, and mtroduced him to fevcraf Cardinal» 
and Roman princet. Among thefe were Manganelli, who 
afterwards became Pope Clement XIV. j and Rez ionica, 
who at that time filled thè papal chair, and by whom he 
pretendi to have been feveral time» admitted to thè honoor 
ofapooference. T, 

means 
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itieaas of a pen only. Having taken up his 
abodc at thè figo, of .thè Sun, in thc neighbouf- 
hood of thè Rotonda,, he happened to quarrei 
■with one of thè waiters, in confequence of 
-which he was irbprìfoned forthree days. 

.. It was about this time that he happened to 
fee thè young Lorenza Feliciani, who lived 
near to thè Three Pilgrims. He foon became 
atceedingly attachcd to this young woman, 
and alked her pare'nts confent to make her his 
•iwife ; this was accordingly granted, and he re- 
cèived, as adower, a trifling fortune, propor- 
zionate to their copdition. The marriage was 
folemnized in thè parilh church of $t. Savtour 
in- thè Fields, and thè bridegroom lodged wich 
his fathcr-in-law for fome months after. 

. The firft leffons which thè young bride re» 
ceived frotn her hufjjand, were intended, ac» 
cording to her own confieffion, to inftruft her 
. ih thè means of attratting and gratifying thc 
'pleafures of thè pjher fex. The moft wanron 
coquetry and thè moft lafcjvious arts were thc 
pj-inciples with which he endeavoured to infpire 
her. The mother of Lorenza, fcandalized at 
this cònduft, had fych frequent altercations 
‘with her fon-in-law concerning his behaviour, 
that he refolved to removefrom her houfe. 

He found it rpuch eafter in ar.pther place tq 

corrupt 


Digitized by 


Google 


I 

I 


1* T H S L I t - E a 1» 

-corrupt thc mind and thè morals of his wife. He 
then prefented her tojtwo perfons well qualified 
for thè exercife of her talents, after havingfirft 
ènftru&ed her to entangle them both by h<rr 
allurements. With- one of thefe ihe did not fiic- 
ceed ; but over thè other fhe acquired a com- 
plete viflory. He himfelf conduéled her to thè 
very fpot deftined for thè pleafures of thè lover; 
left her alone in his company, and retired into 
another chamber. . .. 

The interview and thè offers made to her 
were fuch as were entirely cOrrefpondent to die 
wifhes of thè hufbandj but' thè wife on.this 
occafion did not exhibit a proper inftance of 
'conjugil obedience. She foon after imparted 
thè whole affair in confidence to her hufband, 
and received nothing in return but thè moft 
"bitter reproach, and thè moft violent and 
dreadful menaces. It was then that he began 
to infuniate this maxim, which he afterwards 
fo afTiduoufly repeated : “ That adultcry is no 
crime in a womah who commits it on account 
of her interdi, and not fìmply through affe&ion 
to another man.” 

He even added exampie to precept, by prow 
Ing hów little he himfelf refpe&ed thè ties o f 
conjtigal fidelity. We (hall have occafion to 
particularife fevcral inftances of this kind, intbe 
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courfe ofour hiftory* we will only mention here 
that on thefe occafions he aroufed his dormane 
pafiìons by drinking a certain Fgyptian wine, 
compOfed of aromatics, which poffeflfed all thè 
qualities neceflary for thè completion of his in- 
tentions. 

Hi* wife having at length begun to hearken 
to his inftruótions, he condufted' her two or 
three times to thè place where Ih e had formerly 
been fo difobedient to his orders. She fome- 
times received dothes, fometimes trinkets, 
and fometimes a little money, as thè feward of 
her conde feenfion. One day thè hulband 
wrote a letter in his wife’s natne to thè lover 
whom he had forced her to receive, in which 
he begged thè loan of a few crowns, which were 
immediately fent : in return for thefe, he prò-’ 
mifed an interview in thè courfe of next day, 
and thè lady was faithful to thè appointment. 

Balfamo having frequently changed his place 
of abod^ about this time, formed many new ac- 
quaintance $ and, among others, cultivated an 
intimacy with Ottavio Nicaftro, a perfon well 
known on account of having afterwards finifhed 
his exiftence at thè gibbet, as an accomplice in 
àn aflaflination; and alfo with another celebrated 
adventurer, called thè Marquis Agliata : badi 
of thefe were Sicilians. The charaé^er of thè 
3 Marquis 
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Marquis had a ftrcyig refemblance to that óf oué 
hero. During thè time of their intimacy togc- 
ther, they were frequently pcrccived to jjc Ihuo 
up in a ehamber, wherc they rem&ined a long 
time without any third perfon whatever. About> 
what they were occupied is not precifely known ; 
but more than one perfon has been heard to 
affimi that they were one day feeri to iflue front 
thè place of conference* thè Marquis holding 
two bills in his hand ; which, after having com- 
pared together, he prefented to Balfamo, 
telling him at thè fame time that it was im- 
poflible to do any thing better. Balfamo 
himfelf has not attempted to deny thè fuperior 
genius of bis friend in all things that regarded 
thè c.ounterfeiting of writing, and thè imitation 
of feals : adding, that this extraordinary noble- 
man had prefented himwithapatent as an officer 
in thè fervice of thè king of Pruffia, in wJùch 
he himfelf pretended to be a colonel ; and had 
forged thè Pigiature of that prince with a won- 
derful degree of accuracy. Thus authorized 
by letters patent from thè head of thè illuftrioua 
houfe of Brandenbourg, Balfamo a&ùally af- 
fumed thè uniform of one of thè Pruifian regi- 
ments. 

Thefe infeparable fricnds now determined to 
leave Rome : thè caufe of their fudden depar- 
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fare may be fairly attributed to what has beta 
reported by Balfamo’s own father-in-law. Ni* 
cadrò having quarrelled with bis fricnds, moft 
probably about a divifion of thp booty, pre- 
■ icnted himfclf to thè officers of thè police, ac- 
. eufed them of having forged feveral bonds, and 
offered to give evidence againd them. There - 
is rcafon to believe that this treachery having 
becnì difeovered by Agliata and his compa- 
nion, they determined inftantly to leave thè 
capitai of thè Roman dominion». 

They accordingly departed in two feparate 
carriages $ thè wife of Balfamo being feated in 
that which contained thè Marquis, and thè 
hulband in thè other, along with thè fecretary. 
ef Agliata. 

Balfamo has confcffed, without any relu&ance, 
how little - thè conjugal vows were refpedlcd 
during this journey, which was entirely at thè 
expence of his titled companion. Having taken 
thè road to Venice, by Loretto, they arrived 
at Bergamo} and whileon thè road committcd a 
great numberof rogueries : among others,Cagli- 
oftro and Agliata, after having fhut themfelves 
up for fome time without thè knowledge or 
inyervention of any perfon, are reported to have 
fabricated letters of introdu&ion, which af- 
forded them an opportunity of tricking feveral 

refpe&able *. 
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l'efpeéUble families out ofcèrvfiderablcfums of 
money* ; • \ . 

They ftopped fome days at Bergamo, occu- 
pi ed ih reCruitkig their purfe, and in making 
acquattante. The magiftrates, however, hav- 
ing difcovered thè chara&er and purfuits of thè 
ftrangersj Balfamo and his wife were arrèfted ; 
and, after undergoing thè ncceflary examirta- 
tions, were banilhed from thè city. Agliata 
had thè good fortune to efcape. At thè mo- 
ment that thè officers of juftice feized thè huP 
band, he had fufficient addrefs to convey a finali 
packet of bills to his wife, which he conjured 
her to deftroy, on purpofe to fave his life. Shé 
accordingly concealed thetn in her bofom, and 
took thè firft opportunity of tearing them to 
pieces. She obferved, on this occafion, that 
thè bills were written on ftamped paper. We 
learn alfo from this woman, that her hufband 
Wasnot intimidatcd, by this untoward accident, 
from continuing this fpecies of fraud ; foron a 
a future occafion he fabricated paper, with thè 
neceffary marks, at a village fituate on thè river 
òf Genoa. By means of that very paper he 
forged a note for two thoufànd five hundred 
crowns, which he afterwards got difcounted at 
Savona. But let us return to Bergamo. ' 

Balfamo having beeij driven from this city,; 

aa 
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Aswe ha ve already mentioned, found himfelf 
in estreme ' jnifcry, :for Agliata ~had carried 
off. all thè morie)*' wlth him. He wpuld how 
have returncd to; Jfcóme, if thedreadof be'mg 
imprìfobed, on^aooóu nt of his fòrmer forgerics, 
h&dnotdeterred him : he at length was fo erftr. 
bafttafied; thathe refòlved, in'còmpany vfrùh>hia 
wife, to undemke a pilgrinaage to S it. James o£ 
Galiciai .. 

.! He vrifhed tdinfinuate, in thè courfé of hi» 
interrogatorks, thàt.heludbeenexcited tó thi» 
joiirncy by bispiety, ai a penane*? fot his fins, 
and thofe of his .wife i it is.:certain howeveo 
thj»l..they nevenweta to that holyi place.He, 
has even been forced to acknowledge, that 
b*FÌrig./o$nid jroeàfì* to Iìyc more at his eafo, 
risrwe-lhaU fcc iir.the.feqtiel, _hé: abfolutely loft, 
all thowgbis ,.óf -completi ng «his . pilgnmages; 
and it is'not diffkult to guefc'what:the motivo»* 
wenéwhkh deterired- him frorft foMilAing his vieWs. 
r. Hating bbch of' therp àfiombd^the' drefs. of 
piigrima, .they. travcHed througlL dwrterritarka 
of Sardinia v fcrid Genoa, andrai? length arrived 
at.Antiibes. • v- ' ■ A < ■ 

.?J>Órihg this:j<3unrey theylived tìpon almj ~ 
vthieh thfey.cndeayoured to -procure -in greater 
abundance, ■byfeighing to have undertaken a- 
prlgrfmage, 4tt<i>.penance voluntarily impofed 
1 1 • C upon 
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tipon themfelves, on accounc of having con* 
trafted a clandcftine marriage. But as begging 
was a bad trade, and afforded a- very fcanty 
fupport; thè -bufband folicited his wife to aug- 
ment it by thè fate of her charms? and, in thè 
midft of menaces for this purpofe, he ufuàlly 
uttercdthe moft horrible impieties. • “ Ofwhac 
ìèrvice is your, virtue ?” faid-.he. Does thè 
God on whom you depend, afford you any fuc- 
còùr ? Do you not behold thè mifery with 
which we. are. overwhelmed.?” 

•Several o&cers at Antibes profited of the_ 
eflfeéts of thefe~ldTons ; - and iìy means of -thè 
money which: they- prefented -her; ond thè alma' 
which they receivèd, this vìrtiéous couple cOtì- 
tinoed theirjourney, and arrivtd at Barcelona; 
whére they rernained for fixmonths. At thè end 
osf’that i ptffiod, the-ir propercy being entfrely 
expended. Bai fatuo perfuaded his wife tò go' 
and confefs’iherfelf in a church in thè neigh- 
bourhood ofltheir inn* whieh belonged to a 
convent j and defìred her to inforpa the fàtber- 
conféfìbr, that they. were-both defcended from* 
an illuftrious Roman family j but that,- having. 
married wichout thè confent of jtheir relations, 
and thcir Temittances falling.fhort, they wer’e' 
reduced to thè moft' deplorarle poverty. 

. Lorenza óbeyed thè commands of her fpoufe, 

. . . and 
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and cren itnproved tipon his inflrudions ; fò 
that thc confeflor adually believed thè fabri- 
cated ftory, and prefented'hef with a finali film 
©f money. On thè next morning he lènt them 
a ham j and following himfelf foon after, to malte 
them a vifit of condolence, he fai ut ed thè huf* 
band by thè title of ** His Excellency.” Both of 
them have acknowledged thc truth of this anec- 
dote t but Balfamo, not covetous of thè glory 
of it, has attributed thè honour of thè invention 
entirely to his wife. However, thè vigilance of 
thè redor of thc parifh embarrafled them not a 
little ; for, having conceived fufpicions of their. * 
veracity, he demanded thè contrai of their 
marriage, which they happened not to have 
along with them. 

That they might not hereafter be expofed to 
a fimilar mortificati on, Balfamo determined to 
folicit thè protedion of a grandee ; and to ob- 
tain this he thought that he could not devife a 
better expedient for his introdu&ion, than to 
make ufe of thè attradions of his wife. 

Young and-agreeable, of a middle fìze, pof* 
feffed of a white fkin, brown hair, round counte* 
nance, brilliant eyes, happy phyfiognomy, and 
uncommon fenfibility, Lorenza was admirably 
calculated to excite thè paffions. This adually 
C 2 ' took 
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took piace on thè prefent occafion, as well as 
oo many othera. 

The hufband and wife having prefented them- 
felves co _chis perfonage, informed him oftheir 
fituation. After having ordered thè hufband 
to retire, thè magiftrate interrogated thè wife 
with gréat ferioufnefs as to thè troth’ òf- their 
marriage. He became fenfible by her nrifwers 
thatthis ceremony had taken place ; and while 
he undertook to procure an authentic copy of 
thè certificate fronti . Rome, thè beauty of thè 
lady made fuch an imprelfion upon his mind, 
that he infinuated certain propofals that did but 
little credit to his charaóter. She refufad com- 
pliance with his defiresj and he gaveher time 
to refleót on thè fubjeót, and difmifTed her. The 
eircumftances of this interview having been re- 
eounted to thè hufband, Lorenza received thè 
moft bitter reproaches on account of her be- 
haviour > and at thè end of a few days was 
carried back to thè hòtife of thè grandee. 
Scarce was fhe arrived when he rcquefted her to 
anfwer his propofition with a fìm'ple^j or no : 
thè hufband, here intercepting her reply, ex- 
claimed, Yes ! and inftantly retired. The con- 
fequence of this reply produced a donile pijìole-, 
and Lorenza received a fimilar recompence on 
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thè eight following days, during which her 
hufband efcorted her regularly to thè fame 
hotel. .. : 

The contrai of marriage at length arrived 
from Rome ; but by this time Balfarrio had 
formed an intimacy with. a nobleman who was 
upon his travels. He alfo fell in love with Lo- 
renza} who did not fail, as may be readily fup- 
pofed, of informing her hufband of thè cir- 
cumftanee. Balfamó knowing that in. a Ihort 
time thè tribute of doublé pifieles would ceafe to % 
bei paid'.by .the enamoured magiftrate, cpun- 
felled his wife to Batter thè paffion, but not to 
fatisfy thè wifhes, of.the .ftrangèr} that he might 
be enabled to trayel to. Madrid at his expence, 
as he wifbed much tb vifit that capitai. 

Thisdefignwas carried into execution with 
all imaginable fuccel$. They. all thr'ee répaired 
to- thè metropolis of Spain, where they lived in 
thè fame houfe} thè noble traveder occupying 
an apattmenteontiguous to thè lad-y’s. ~ > 
However, as he paid all thè charges, ar.d be- 
gan to perceive that he was duped, he at length 
threatened to remove. Alarmed àt this circum- 
ftance, Balfamo informed his fpoufe that it was 
at length neceffary to comply with his defires ; 
fhe accordingly obeyed thè injundlions of her 
hulband> and this criminal jntercourfe . conti- 
C 3 nued 
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nued for a confiderable timc. Almoft ekery 
morning at day-break this kind fpoufcawak- 
ened his wife, and informcd her that it was timo 
for her to rife, and repair to thè apartment of 
their illuftrious gueft. 

A law-fuit which Balfamo carried on at this 
time againft one of his country men, gave himan 
opportunicy of fending his • wife to folicit thè 
minifter in his behalf. In thè courfe^of this 
affair» he infifted on a fcrupulous and exa& ac- 
count of every thing that concerned his fair 
petitioner : (he informed hitn minutely of her 
lituation, even to her connection with thè 
ftranger, whom he wiflied her to difmifs, at thè 
fame time propofìng himfelf as a lover in his 
.ftead. This arrangement- howeyer not being 
fatisfa&ory to' Madam Balfamo,. thè.. minifter 
immediately withdre w his protcdtion ; obferving» 
at thè farne time, that he (hould hereafter be 
inexorable to her entreaties, 

This threat was verified in a Ihorttime -, for 
thè traveder being no longer able to fatisfy thè 
avaricious demands of Balfamo» who was per? 
petually foliciting either money or effeCts, at 
length fefolyed to abandon them. On this Lo*r 
renza, by thè order of her hufband, who had 
been informed of every thing, repairÉd once 
more to thè minifter : but he» with thè ftately 
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dignity of a Spaniard, refifted all hertempta- 
tions j and difmifièd her with this-energetic re- 
ply : — “ I have learned, Madam, to hold a prò- 
mife facrcd !” 

Being thus abandoned, they refolved to re- 
pair to Lifbon. As foon as they arrfved there. 
Bai fanno made it his bulìnefs to enquire at a 
celebrated ordinary* where he dined, concern- 
ing fome perfons in affluent circumftancesj and 
he foqri learned thè name and refidence of a 
rich merchant, who feemed exa&ly fuited to 
his purpofe. He accordingly difpatchied his- 
wiffc next >morning to fólicit alnis of 'him. On 
this occafion lhe received- a piece of money, 
which was accompanied with cert,ain offers of 
another forti and in conclufion an interview 
was àgreed upon in a garden belonging to his 
, country houfe. 

In thè courfe of three months this amour 
was cultivated with uncommon afliduity by 
both parties, and produced no lefs than eighc 
piftoles for every vifit made by thè lady. How- 
ever, thè fear of a difpute with thè family of 
thè merchant, who beheld this intercourfe with 
an evil eye, made Balfamp at length determino 
to leave this city, and repair to London. 

- That his defigns in that capitai might be at-' 

. jcnded with fucccfs, he contrived it fo that his. 

‘ v C 4 wife 
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vife (hould learn thè Engtiih languijge, during 
their refidence in Portugal ; and he procurai a» 
her governefs .a young wotnan, .to whom he 
himfelf gave leflbns of a very different kind. 

. Balfamo, on his arrivai in London*, en r 

gagcd 

* He arrived in London, according to his own account, in 
July 1776 ; poffelTed, if we believe his flory, of piate, jewels, 
and fpecie, to thè amount of three thouland pounds. Soon 
after his arrivai, he hired apartments in Whitcomb-ftreet, 
immediately adjoióing to Hedge-lane, in which he pretenda 
tò have dedicated a large portion of his titne to his favourite 
fhidies of chemillry and phyfic. 

During his difpute with M. de Morande, thè foll<*ring 
inventory of his jewels was publiflied in thè Courier 
FEurope : 

€t À gold repeater, enamelled in blue, with fi: ars 
of gold, and enrìched with two circlets of diamonds. Its 
chain, three rows of finali diamonds, terminated by three largé 
ones, and brilliant pendants ; from two of which hung.$ 
clutter of diamonds, and from thè fourth a feal mounted in 
thè fame. — N. B. On this watch, thè chain of which was 
valued at one thoufand five hundred pounds, Uve hundred 
pnunds was lent by a pawnbroker in Princes-ftreet, Lekrefter- 
fìelds. 

“ A finali green feal-fkin cafe r containing fix rings, thè 
firft confitting of five diamonds, furrounded wfth finaller 
ones ; thè fccond of two, mounted in thè form of a heart, 
and encìrcled likewife with diamonds, &c. ; thè third rè- 
prefented a garter and buckle in finali diamonds. — N. B. 
Thefe belonged to. Madam Caglioftro. The three others 
were hoop rings, two of diamopds, and thè third of garnets. 

“Apair 
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gagèd as ufual in that fliamfiful commerce, 
which he bartercd thè chàrms of bis wife againft 
thè property of every opulent man who wilhed 
fo become ^ipqrchafer. We ihall bere confine 
ourfelves to thè jrecitaj of one anecdote. I$y thè 
ìaws of England, if a man furprifes his wife io 
adultery* he can commence a lavvfuit againft 
thè fed ucer, and oblige him to pay a large fum 
pf money. 

Balfamo and his wife, during their refidence 
in that capitai, got acquainted with feveral 
quakers ; ' and alfo with a Sicilian, whom they 

A pair of ear-rings, nine diamonds in each, in a green 
jfeal-lkin cafe. 

44 The portraitof M. Caglioftro; amedallicn let with dia* 
raonds, in a cafe fet with ditto. 

44 The figure of a dove compofed of diamonds, and fuf- 
pended by three rows of fine pearì. 

44 A necklace of ditto. 

44 A pair of ear-rings of fmall brilliants. 

44 A pairof black filk brac^lets with dmmondjbuckles. 

44 A large hoop ring of diamorrd^ in a gold box. 

u An ovai gold coloured fnuff box — on it are engraven 
iinpkmeBts of gardening — in a oafe of ditto. 

44 A fweet-meat box of gold, in a red Ikin cafe, fcc. &c.” 

This, and a numerous lift of other «Tticles <^jually va- 
luable, are faid to bave been brought by thè Coutit into'Eng- 
land*. If fo, Lorenza ^nd he muft have been very fuccefsful 
in thei tvirtuous occupation fince thè time when they were 
obiigéd by want .to undertake a pilgrimage to St. James of 
palici* ;T. . 

7 called 
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called thè Marquis de Vivona. One of thè 
quakers was captiyated with thè charms of thè 
lady; and, in his attempts tofeduce her virtue, 
entirely forgot thè aufterity of his feft. Without 
yielding to his wifhes, Lorenza informed her 
hufband of his pallion ; and he contrivéd, in 
concert with Vivona, that ihe ihould promife 
him a private interviewj that two witnefles 
ihould watch in an adjoining chamber j and 
that, at thè' moment when thè quaker ihould 
think himfelf on thè brink of happinefs, upon 
E certain fignal being given, Balfanio, Vivona, 
and thè fervants ihould ruih into thè apart- 
ment j and by means of threats, infults, and 
menaces, oblige him to pay dearly for his un-* 
tafted pleafures, 

JLvery thing fucceeded according to their 
wiihes. The quaker, faithful to his appoint- 
ment, repaired at thè hour agreed upon, and 
began to compliment thè lady in thè manner 
made ufe of in Penfylvania. Lorenza affettfd 
to be furprifed at his gallantry ; and aiked how 
it was poffible for one of thè “ friends” to be 
fo polite to thè ladies ? 

The dialogue on this became exceedingly 
lively and intercali ng : and at length thè 
quaker, as if preparing to Jwim iti blifs y throws 
off. his hat, his wig, and his coat. But thè 

con- 
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eondettéd tignai being given a« ■ ti^is "• mftanr, 
B.alfaijio, Vivona, andthe reti: aborti inco thè 
cbamber,- and furprifed him in- this ridicu- 
k>us tituation. Th.us caugbt in tbe faB, as it 
were, it was in vain for him to difiemble ; he 
fumed, frctted,curfed, and fwore ; andatlength 
ms pcrrpjttcd to efcape,' on condltion of pre- 
fenting thè enraged hufljand with onc hundred 
pounds fterling, which was ioti ami y complied 
with.- . .On his departiire thè iharpers divide*! 
fh emoney between them. 

.. Thefetwo friends, however, foon" after- fc- 
parafed; thè circumftance which occationed 
their ditimion was as follows Balfamo, who / 

was -in pofiefiion of a large quanti ty of topazei, 
which he had colle&ed dùring his refidence at 
Lifbon, wifhrng to convert them into money, 
entrufts them to Vivona; who, after having ac- 
cepted thè employment, appropriated them to 
his own ufe, and then abfconded. 

Sootl after Balfamo himfelf was thrown into 
prifon*, by his landlord, for thè rent of his 
houfe. - le muti: undoubtedly appear extraor- 
dinary, to behold this man fo Frequcntly re- 
jduced. to mifery, notwithftanding thè confi* 

* la thè £ingt( Bendi, having been furrendered by his 

jtó 1. T," 
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decable acquifitions which he had made, both 
in money and. efiè&s. The reader’s aftoniflt» 
mene will however ceafe, if, to thè wafte na- 
turai ly attendant on ill-gótten wealth, be added 
thè proud and extravagantdémeanorof Saliamo, 
who, that he mighf appear a mari of confe- 
quence in thè opinion of thè world, fet no 
bounds to his expences. 

It is an acknowledged fad, without reckon- 
ing thè prefenrs which he and his wife had 
received, in thè courfe of their travels, in jewels, 
watches, &c. that he procured upwards of a 
hundred thoufand crowns in hard calh. Thit 
however did not preveht him from being more 
than once reduced to fuch dlftrefs, as to be 
under thè neceflìty of pawning his trinkets for 
thè payment of his domeftic expences. 

The generofity of an Englifh gentleman at 
lcngth opened thè gates of his prifon. His wife, 
by frequenting thè Catholic chapel belonging to 
thè Bavariàn minifter *, had an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with a very worthy cha- 
rader, to whomlhe mentioned thè fìtuation of her 
hulband, and from whofe bounty Ihe received a 
fum of moh?y fufficient to. liquidate thè debt. 

* At that tìrae fituate in Golden-fquare, being annexéd to 
thè houfe of Count Haflang. T. 

Befides 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. 2<$ 

Befides this, thcir patron, out of mere cha- 
rity, received thcm both imo his houfc. Amidft 
thè familiarity which this circumftance brought 
about, he imagined that he had difcovered a 
genius for painting in Balfamo, who readily 
undertook to decorate forme apartments at his 
country r-efidenee. • 

The Englilhman having remóved his fa- 
mily from town on purpofe to fuperintend thè 
labours of his gueft,„ jt fq happened that bis' 
daughter, who . was (bill young, becamé ena- 
moiiredwith thè painter. It is not wéli knowri 
whether this attachment proceeded voluntarily 
from herfelf, or whether it was produced by thè 
fedu&ive arts of Balfaftio; jch,is tnucfi is hawever . 
certain (and he has confdfed it himfelf),- that 
he wrought thè paffions of t'his yoùng wòman' 
to fuch a pitch óf foli y, that Ihe prefented bum. 
at different times with large lùms of money. 

Jt may appear aftoaifbing that a manlike- 
this ffiould be able.to infinuate himfelf into thè 
good graces of thè fair fex ; more efpecially as all 
thofe who were intirriately. acquainted with him 
have affirmed, that he had nothing engaging 
cither in his perfon or his converfation. 

Rather (hort than tali in his dature, of a 
brown complexion, a bloated countenance, and 
a Tevere afpedt j ufing a Sicilian dialeft, disfi> 
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gured by many phrafes of a foreiga ìdtótrt f 
which altogether forrned ah almoft Ifraelitìlh 
jargoni; deftitute of any of thofc graccs.fo com- 
mon in thè world of gallantry ; without know-, 
kdge, without abilitici, and, in fine^ deprived 
of every rneans of iofpiring Jove how could 
a man of this defcription obtain. fuch an afcen- 

* dancy 

* To this pbrtràit, painted by thè hoty hand of an inqui- 
etar, we- filali add a companion, drawn by an avowed ad- 
mifer of theCount: thè. lihnefs was taken during his lafe 
rcfidence in England. T; 

u The Count de Caglioftro is below thè middle fiatare,, 
and incfihecT to corpulency ; his face is a round ovai ; his 
complexion and eyes dark, thè latter uhcomitionly pènettàt* 
ing. In his addrefs, we are not fenfible of that indefcribable 
grace which engages thè affeciions before we confult thè' 
underfianding. On thè contrary, there is in his manner a fclf*. 
impor tance, which at fìrft fight rather difgufis than allures, % 
and obliges us to wifhhold òur regard, till on a more inti- 
mate àcquaintance we yield it as thè tribute of our reafon. 
Though naturally ftudious and contemplative, his conver- 
fation is,fprightly, abounding with judicious remarks and 
pleafant anecdotes ; yet, with an underfianding in thè highell 
degree perfpicuons and enlarged, he is ever rendered thè ’ 
dupe of thè fycophant and thè flatterer. His heart and 
purfe are ever open to thè Applications of diftrefs ; but 
there is, in his mode of beftowing, a pompofity, which fre- 
quently renders that liberality afcribed to ofientation, which 
is in reality theeffeét ofa truly compaffionate and beneficent * 
heart. 

“Far 
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dancy ovfr the.ladies, that, after haviog per* 
verted them from thè path of virtue, they ac* 
tually recompenfed and rewarded * him with 
magniHcent prefents. His artful conduét how» 
ever will furnifh us with an ampie folution to 
this problem ; for he made it a rule to pay his 
addreiTes to no woman unle.fs (he was either 
oìd, or fo ugly that Ihc could never have ex- 
pe&ed a lover, had not fuch a man as Balfamo 
been in exiftence. _ . . 

The Englilh gentleman, who had begun to 
be difpleafed at feéing himfelf deceived in re- 
gard to thè decbratiòns of his apàrtments, which 
were disfigured rather than embellifhed by thè 
àaubìngs of Balfamo, bccame furious when he 
perceived that his daughter had been debauched. 
Neverthelefs he had fuch a command over his 
paflìons, that he contented himfelf with driving 
thè painter and lri\& cbofte tvife out of his houfe. 

Balfamo having thus becòme once more 
deflitutc, left thè capitai of England *, and 
took thè road towards France. Àt Dover he 

’ 11 Far from betog fchooled in thè fcience of deception, he 
pofTefTes a noble franknefs, which does honour to human na* 
ture ; a difpofition open and unreferved, even to a fault. In 
his attachments he is warm and fteady ; and, though ealìly, 
provoked to choler, it is a ftorm which, like thofe of fum- 
ane r, <pùckly pafles away.” 

* This was in 1772. T, 
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formcd an acquaintance with a M. Duplaifii 1 , 
tvho offered to carry hirh and bis lady to Paris. 
This invitation was accepted ; and It is frorri 
.Caglioftro’s own mouch that we learn, thàt 
tìùririg thè whole of thè journey Duplaifir tra-^ 
velléd in apoft-chaife along with his' wife, while 
he himfelf accompanied them at à humble difc 
tance ón horfeback* 

It is 'not difficult'to comprehend thè confe-> 
quence of thi$ arrangement. ‘The wife of Bal- 
famo became thè miftrefs . of Duplaifir, and 
continued in that càpacity for many months at 
Paris, dùring which hé defrayetf tHe expence? 
of thè whole party. The infatiable difpófition 
of Balfamo, who always wilhed to fell his mer-> 
cbandize as dear as polfible, at.length difgurted 
thè lovèr, whofe finances were not very confi- 
derable : he accordingly adviféd Lorenza, iflhc 
chofe to continue this trade, either to carry it oti 
on ber own acca uni,, or to return to Italy and live 
with her parents. She afiured him that Ihe de- 
iigned to follow his counfel ; and in a few days 
after aétuaHy abàndoned thè habìration of her 
hulband, and removed to anothcr which beri 
paramour had proyided for her $ taking care, 
however, to carry all her clothes and ornamenta 
along with her. 

The hulband, extrcmcly irricated at this elope- 

ment. 
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rncnt, had recourfe to thè king’s authority, and 
■ obtained an order to arreft bis wife, who was 
condufted to St. Pelagie *, where fhe remained 
for leverai months; during all this time he 
himfelf took up hts abode with an óld demi- 
rep. 

The fale of a certain wafh for beautifying thè 
ikin procured him Tome money about this pe- 
riòd ; but he received much more froni tbe 
genérofity Of thè lady with whom he was con- 
’ncdted, and with whom he continued to live a 
confiderable lime after his wife was releafed 
from St. Pelagie. At length he took a houfe 
for himfelf near toone of thè barriers. 

It is not a little intcrefting to thofe deliro us 
of bang informed of every thing concerning 
this remarkable man, that during thè time that 
Lorenza was in confinement, die police drew 
. up a memorisi, which was afterwards printed 
. in Paris, under thè title of ** Ma correfpoo- 
dance avec le Comte Caglioftrò.” Amongother 
things contained- in this, is to be found thè de- 
• pofition of Duplaifir, who fwore that, although 

* La maifou de St • Pelagie was an eftablifhment in 
Paris fomewhat in thè nature of a houfe of corrèftfóh for 
loofe women. This, like every thing elfe under thè old 
government, being liable to thè moft fcandalous abùft, has 
.participated in thè generai reform. T* 
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Balfamo and his w'ife had lived during three 
months àt his expence^ they had neverthclefs 
contraéted debts to thè amount of more than 
two hundred crowns with milliners, peruke- 
makers, and dancing-mafters. 

Having taken a houfe at one of thè barriera, 
as wc bave already mentioned, during his rcfi- 
dence there he found means to form an ac- 
quaintance with two perfons of diftin&ion, who 
carried their love of chemiftry to a ridiculous 
excefs. He pretended to have difcovered 
fome miraculous fecrets in that fcience ; he 
even aflerted that he had found out thè art òf 
making gold, and of prolonging human ex- 
iftence. This latter affertion had peculiar 
charms for one of them, who had arrived at a 
very advanced age. To confirm their belief 
in his prQmifes, he took a few Spani (h piftoles 
from them, and having meltèd them along with 
other materials in a crucible, he produced a 
lumpofgold óf more value than thè. money 
which they had depofited befòre thè òperation. 
By means of thefe ftratagems, and feveral others, 
he procured upwards of fifty louis d’ors. 

It is almofl: needlefs to mention, that our 
hero neither communicated to them thefecretof 
making gold, nor of efcaping from death. He 
engaged, however, to difcover both of thefe de- 

fiderata i 
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Jiderata j but thè period for thè performance 
haying at length elapfed, his pupils began to 
form fufpicions concerning his veracity. Bal- 
famo was well aware of thè danger of his fìtua- 
' tion ; and dreading" left he fhould be arrefted 
for thè money advanced, he procured a paff- 
port under a fi&itious name, fled with great 
precipitation to Bruflels, and after having tra- 
verfed Germany and Italy, arrived at his native 
city of Palermo. 

He did not howcver long enjoy his liberty 
among his countryrhen. Marano, thè jeweller 
•whom he had not only duped but baftinadoed, 
as wc have before mentioned, having not yet 
forgot his injuries, immediately àpplied to thè 
•magiftrates, and procured an order for his im- 
prifonment. Soon after this, a profecution 
took place in confequence of thè teftament that 
had been forged in favour of thè Marquis 
Maurigi : thè prote&ion of a nobleman, to 
whom he had procured a powerful recommen- 
dation while at Naples, prevented him, how- 
ever, from being condemned to thè galleysj 
and he was aétually fet at liberty, on condition 
of immediately departing from Palermo. 

Being thus once more obliged to abandon 
thè city which gave him birth, he repaired, in 
company with his wife, to Malta ; whcre he 
D * ia 
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Js favi to have fupported bimfelf for Tome 
time by thè fale of his pomade for-improy- 
ing thè complexion : but thè commodity 
from which he drew his onoft certain revenue 
appears to have been— ^his wife ! 

At. the end of three months he left that 
ifland alfo. Let us bere make a Ihort digref- 
fion : — >How comes it about that this man could 
never remafn for any con fide rable time in any 
one country whatever ? And how was it polj- 
fible that he could tranfport himfelf with fuch 
facility from one end of Europe. to another? 
We can only anfwer as to thè’ faót.— His travels, 
his voyagcs,hisvagabond kind of life,arc known 
to all thè world. To an unquiet and turbulent 
fpirit, he added a paffion for wandering : and 
this paffion was not unaccompanied with ita 
peculiar advantages ; v for he was thus fuddenly 
removed from his cenfors, his creditore, and 
his enemies. 

From Malta he pafied over to Naples, where 
he remained for feveral months -, and he there 
once more found bis àdvantage in pretending 
to an extraordinary knowledge in thè fcience 
of chemiftry, and thè myfteries of thè cabala. 

Among others, he got acquainted in that city 
with a merchapt and a prieft, who became botb 
enamoured of his pretended difcoveries. The 

merchant 
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merchant was richi thè monk govcrned him ; 
and our adventurer perceiving it to be for his 
intereflr ttrrule his new friend without thè in- 
convenience attendant upon a rivai, attempted 
ro fupplant thè' holy fathsr, and fucceeded ac-' 
cordingly. 

Having thus acquired.the undivided efteem 
of this fimple man, he found no great difficul- 
ty in borrowing large fums from him, promif- 
jng in return to malte him acquainted with thofe 
fciences which he dignified with thè epithet of 
Jublime. At thisperiod, in compliance with thè 
deGres of Lorenza, he invited his father-in-law, 
and his wifc’s brother, to Naples ; thè latter of 
whom he was prevailed upon to take under his 
protèflion. This young man was handfome, 
and had an engaging air: Balfamo therefore 
formed thè deGgn of matching him with a lady 
poffeffing Gmilar qualities, that he might rear 
her up in thè fame manner as he had done 
Lorenza, and acquire thè fame advantages by 
means of her beauty. He was well aflurcd that, 
with two females fo excellently educai ed he could 
not fail of procuring immenfe fums. 

Accoippanied by his wife, and his' brother- 
in-law, he left Naples, and fet off for France. 
Having arrived at Marfeilles, they determined 
to rcmain in that city for Tome tirne. Balfamo 
D 3 found 
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found an opportunity,during his refidence there, 
of gaining theconfidenceof a lady who, although 
Ihe was old, had not as yet eptirely abandoncd 
thc idea of gallantry. Having perccived her 
foiblt) he determined not to let fuch an op T 
portunity efcape his vigilancej and whethep 
it was that thè beldame became enamoured of 
him, or that he feigned to be attached tQ her, 
it fo happened, that an intimacy and attach- 
ment took place between them. He hiipfelf 
has avowed, without any referve whatever, that 
he received abundance of prefents from her, 
Tome in money, and others in effeéls. 

This lady, who had been fqrmerly very hancj- 
fome, had a lover during her youth, who ftill 
refided in her neighbourhood $ and, notwith- 
ftanding his advancedage, exhjbited fymptom$ 
of thè ftrongeft jealoufy af her partiality fqr 
Balfamo. The old lady was determined how- 
eyer to lofe neither of her adorers ; thè onc, be- 
caufe he was in thè vigour of youth ; thè other, 
becaufe he was exce(fiyely wealthy. She ac- 
cpfdingly ’fuggefted to thè firft thè means of 
foftening thè afperity of thè fecond. The an- - 
cient lover ftill felt all thè ardour bf afte&ion 
.for his charmer ; but he perccived with horror 
that age had furrowed his cheek, and en? 
feebled his pleafurej. Balfarpq tpok advap- 
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tage of this, and promifcd by means of a Che- 
mical operation to rettore him to thè full vi- 
gour of youth and enjoymcntj and as this de* .» 

crepit gallantwas feizcd with thè manìa of dif- 
covcring thè philofopher’s ftone, thè pretended 
philofopher had thè tnoft ampie opportunity of 
deceiving him at his own eafe. He àccordirigly 
made him acquainted with feveral operations 
which he performed by means of his alembic, 
and amufed him, with thè promife of difcover- 
ing thè fecret of making gold . In thè' mean 
ti me, he extrafted conttderable fums from him 
under pretence of purchafing thè ingredients, ;r 
which he pretended to be exceedingly expen- 
five. 

While every. thing went on in this profper- 
ous manner, Balfamo did not lofe Tight of thè 
projeófc which he had formed in behalf of hi» 
brother-in-law. He had introduced him as a 
Roman cavalier, pofleflìng a làrge fortune ; and 
thè better to fupport this imporrance, he had 
clothed him in thè moft fumptuous and extra- 
vagant apparel. In thè mean time, he himfelf 
pafled for an officer of rank ; and always af- ( 
fe&ed to appear drefled in thè Prufiìan uni- 
’form, which Agliata had qualified him to wear. 

AH this deception was intended to bring 
D 4 ^ about 
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. about a match between thè Roman cavalier 
and one of thè daughters of his female friend, 
who was about eighteen-years of age. He him- 
felf accor.dingly demanded thè young Jady ia 
form from her mother, who was quite enchanc- 
ed with thè honour of an alliance with him, 
The marriage however did not tate place, ow- 
ing to thè obftinate refiftance of Lorenza and 
her brother. It would.be here unneceflary tor 
mention thè brutality and cruel ..treatment 
wl\ich both of them affirm to have expcrienfccd 
' from Balfamo on account of this refufal ; che 
truth of their declaration is fufficiently gua- 
rantied by thè tranfports of rage naturai to a 
man of his charaéter, on feeing himfelf deprived 
of fuch a fine opportunity of acquiring wealth. 

The rime for accompliihing thè wilhesof thc- 
dà beau was now nearly elapfed, .and it became 
neceflary to come to fome refolution how to a£t 
upon thè occafìon. This was not difficult : 
Balfamo perfuaded him that he had juft re- 
ceived intelligence that his father-in-law was 
fuddenly feized with a dangerous malady at 
Rome, and that it was abfolutely neceflary that 
be fhouìd immediately. repair to that capitai. 
This excufe alfo ferved for thè enamoured lady 
and that he might procced yfith greatcr dili- 
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gence on hi s journey, and return with moro 
celerity, they prelènted him with, an excellent 
travelling carriage, and a large fum of money. 

Having converted thè carriage into dollara 
?t Barcelona, Balfamo, with his wife and her 
brother, paffed through Valencia, and arrived 
at Alicant. M. Sachi, a furgeon, publifhed a 
letter at Stralbourg,in i 782, in which he afierts 
that he entertained and attended on Caglioftro, 
his wife, and brother-in-law, during their refi- 
dence in Valencia, where he firft affumed thè 
name of Don Thifcio, wore thè uniform of a 
lieutenant, and pretended to b’e a native of Na- 
ples. He adds that, bejng drivcn from that city, 
they departéd for Alicant, where Don Thifcio 
cxperiehced thè moft humiliating reception. 

. In confequence of this, Balfamo proceeded 
to Cadiz, where he found another fanatic in thè 
myfteHes of chemiftry. Having introduced 
bimfdf with his ufual effrontery to this new . 
dupe t he tricked him out of a bill of exchange 
for onè thoufand crowns, under thè ordinary 
pretext of procuring thè ingredients neceflary 
for thè compofition of thè philofopher’s ftonc. 
Befides this, hè receiv# d a prefent of a curious 
gold repeater; and was adroit enough to make 
Jiirpfelf mafter of afiothcr, which the*unfufpi- 
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cious merchant took out of his cafket on pur*- 
pofc to fhew him. 

In thè courfe of his interrogatories, he could 
not deny part of thefe fafts i but he afErmed 
that he had received thè watch, fome money, 
and thè moft hofpitable entertainment during all 
thè time he remained at Cadiz, as a reward 
proceeding from thè voluntary generofity of thè 
donor, on account of thè valuable Chemical fé-, 
crets which he had communicated to him. 

Before his departure from that city he quar- 
relled with his brother-in-law, under prctence 
that he had ftolen fome of his property ; and 
dreading left his hoft Ihould perceive his im- 
pofture, he and his wife foon after departed for 
London. It was during his fecond refidence 
in thè capitai of Englànd, that he got ac- 

quainted with a Mr. Se 1 and a Mrs. 

F— y, both of them addifted to gamblingin 
thè lottery. He informed them that he pofiefled 
thè fcier.ce of dìvination ; that he could predift 
with certainty thè numbers that would be deli» 
vered daily from thè wheel j and. that he pof* 
feiTed even thè art pf making gold *. 

« By 

* Caglioftro, while in England, afBrmed that he pofleflE- 
ed an Egyptian MS. containing many curious cabaliftical 

operationjj 
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By thefe means he was enabled to procure 
Jarge fums of money from thefe credulous peo- 
pje j but as neicher of them w.as enabled to 
realize thè promifes of Baiamo, $hcy at length 
perceiyed thè impofture whjch had been prac-r 
tifed againft them, and made application to a 
court of juftice for redrefs. In confequence of 
this law-fuit he was frequcntly imprifoned*, 

and 

operations,' by thè aid of which he was able to calculate 
chance*, and afcertain thè numbers that would tura up in 
thè courfe ef each dayV drawing. It is pofitively aiTertcd 
that he was lucky enough to annouQce thè numbers 5 5 and 
5 during hÌ9 refidence in Whitcomb-ftreet, in 1776, to thè 
perfons indicated above, by which they procured a very 
darge fum of money* It has alfo been faid, that certaia 
people , not content with thè ufufruB of his abilities, applied 
to a perfori in thè commifiion of thè peace for Weftminfter, 
who a&ualty granted a warrant againft Caglioftro, on thè 
charge of witcbcraft , and thus got pofTeffion of thè curioui 
MS. which however they were incapable of ufing. T. 

* It is weil known that Caglioftro was confined for foqae 
1 time in tjie King’s Bench. After regaining his liberty he 
found himfelf arrefted fo often, that he at length aéhially 
hired apartments in thè houfe of Saunders, a {herifPs officer, 
in Warwick-court, Gray’s inn. During this period he was 
fo harafled by thè tricks of certain pettifoggers, who ima- 
gined he pofl'efled immenfe wealth, that fonrie refpeótable 
people interfercd in his behalf, and moved thè Court of 
Jftng's Bench againft this confpiracy of thè low retaincrs of 
Jhf law r 
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and was not liberated till after a Very tedious 
and expenfive procefs. , 

lt was' in that metropolis, and about this 
very time, that he began to conceive thatpro- 
jeft which he afterwards carried into execution, 
and which foon after made fu eh a noife all over 
Europe. Having forfome time affociated with , 
thè free mafons, and been admitted into all' 
thek lodges, he formed thè defign of inftitut- 
ing a new fedt, of which we fhall hereafter givo 
a more ampie detail : at prefent we Usali, con- 
fine ourfelves to thofe circumftances which are 
neceflary to thè knowledge of his hiftory. 

Balfamo foon perceived that he could not 
difeover a better fource of i'mpofture than. that 
of a new fyftem of mafònry ; and that it mighe 
have a more fure and more éxtenfive effeét, he 
was determined to give it all thè charms of 
novelty. He accordingly preferibed rules, 

Among other law-fuits, he had a very remarkable one- 
with a Mr. Scott and a Mifs Fiy, that was referred to thè 
arbitration of thè late Mr, Howarth ; in- confequence of 
which that gentleman ordered a diamond necklaae, bought 
dt a pawnbroker’s in Princes-ftreet, and faid to have been 
prefented to Madame Caglioltro on purpofe to propitiate thè. 
numerica! Jk ili of her -huiband, to be returned to thè donor, 
The Count was on this occafion condemned to pay thecofis 
offuit, T. 
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formcd regulations, and .invcnted thè necefiaiy 
ceremoni.es. It is difficult to determine to what 
a length thè blindneis and folly of mankind 
-may bc carrìed ; it is fufficient bere merely to 
mention, that he confefled, during his interro- 
;gatories, that he procured a prodigious number 
of difciples, all of whom acknowledged. him 
as their chief and their mailer. This is thè 
origin of that celebrity which has made his 
Dame fo well known ih every quarter of thè 
globe, and which has occafioned fo muchi con- 
jeéture for anumber of years. 

A lucky combination of circumilances tended 
not. a. little tothe accompliihment of his grand 
objeét : his converfation, bis manner of living, 
and his appearahce, all cóntributed to thè pro- 
pagation of his tenets. 

Aboutthis time he adopted thè name of Cag- 
Jioftro, and aiTumed ,thc title of Count ; he was 
alfo extremely fcrupulous to conceal his'origin, 
• his fituation, and. his age. To forne he affirméd 
that he was born béfore thè deluge, and to 
others that he had ailifted at thè marriage at 
Cana in Galilee. Sometimes he gave out that 
he was born at Malta ; and fometimes that he 
was thè fon of thè grand mailer, by a prirtcefs 
of Trebifonde. He fpoke of bis travels, his 
fludies, his karning, in a manner at once em- 
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phatic and fublime *. His converfation wats 
ufually replete with his travels in Arabia, 
Egypt, and other diftant parts of thè globe. 
He would alfo frequently mention his difcove- 
ries in regard to thè pyramids, and thè various 
fecrets of nature of which he had obtained a 
knowledge. 

He would fometimes preferve a myfterious 
Clence; and when hisname or his condition was 
demanded, he would anfwer, ** I am what I 
am and after repeated requefts and fupplica- 
tions he would at length condefcend to Ihew 
his cypher, which was reprefented by thè de- 
vice of a Jerpent pterced by an arpow , and holding 
an appiè in its mouth . 

We muli not here forget his pretcndcd ac- 
quifitions in thè fciences of chemiftry and me- 
dicine, of which he boafted fo much, and which 

* The Tranflator has learned freni a perfon of dittine- 
tion, who was well acquainted with Cagliotìro, that bis 
converfation was only calculated to captivate thè vulgar. 
He generally fpoke in an evafive and ambiguous ftyle, and 
affe&ed to make all his rtfponfts with an oracular obfcurity. 
His great art conlifted in uttering certain vague and incom- 
prehenfible fentences, fo that thè imagmation of his puplls 
( might interpret in their own manner whatever they could 
not undei ftand. Reafon is clear and perfpicueus, but it has 
no effe£t except on thè minds of an enlightened few ; thè 
jargon of impofture is always unintelligible, and on this rery 
account it exercifes its empire over thè multitude. T. 
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contributed not a little to thè importance which 
he affixed to his nanne and his perfon. The world 
fwarms with fanatics who believe every thing in 
regard to thè firft of thefearts*: thè defire o£ 
becoming fuddenly rich by acquiring thè fecrét 
of making gold, and of prolonging life by means 
of thè philofopher’s ftone*f*, flattered thè avarice 
and thè felf-love of a prodigious number of 
perfons. In regard to medicine, fortune was 
exceedingly favourable to him, and he a&ualiy 
iucceeded in thè cure of fome difcafes. But in 
truth his knowledge did not fùrpafs that which 
is acquired by every quack and nojlrum-monger. 

In fine, no perfon became rich by his means, 
and yet he himlélf acquired immenfe fuma 
by his numerous impofitions. A liquor to 
which he gave thè appellation of Egyptia» 
witte, and a compofition which was called thè 
Rcftoiratìve Powders of Count Caglioftro , wère fome 
jo f thè fecrets of which he boafléd. But thè 
fomade for thè complexion was thè difcovery on 
which he piqued himfelf moli ; knowing well 
that it was thè fure means of acquiring thè ere* 

* In Germany and Italy in particular. 

f Tbeboly fathert here difeover their igno rance of ai- 
chemy, as it is thè uuiverfal panacea which is to enfure thè 
coQtinuance of exiftence by wardingoff thè progrefs of dif- 
eafe. T. 
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dit and thè efteem of that half of thè human 
race which is defirous always to appear young 
in thè cyes of thè other. 

The train of fervants with which he was now 
furrounded *, correfponded with his affedted 
confeqùence. When he travelled, he was al- 
ways accompanied by a numerous Juite of cou- 
riers, lacqueys, valets-de- chambre ; in fine, by 
domeftics of all kinds, Who being well mounted 
and clothed, .gave an air of credibility to thè 
high birth of which he fo much boafted. The 
liveriés, which were made in Paris, coft twen- 
ty louis d’ers each. His apartments were fur- 
niflied in thè moli eleganc and coftly ftyle ; 
a table magnificent in regard to its decorations 
was of eafy accefs to his numerous guefts j and 
thè elegant and Cxpenfive clothes worn by him- 
felf and his lady, correfponded to thè luxury 
tliat appeared every where around them. 

His ofientatious generoficy made a great 
noifej he often attended thè poor gratis, and 
even prefentéd them with money. Severa! of 
-his difciples in mafonry, who carried their at- 
tachment to a pitch little flxort of adoration, 
frequently offered him magnificent prefeots, 

* This muli allude to thè ti noe when thè Coimt rdùkd 
in Sloane-ftreet, Knightfbi idge. T. . 
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but he himfelf conftantly refufed therh : how- 
cver he fo contrived it, that he would fometi'mes 
appear before his friends plunged in thè moft 
profound melanchoi-y ; and on their demanding 
thè reafon, thè Countefs would cali them afide, 
and impart to them in confidence thè embar- 
raflments of her lord, either on atcount of thè 
delay of his remittances, a theft that had been 
juft committed upon his property, or fome 
other accident of thè like nature. She always 
took care to conclude by obferving, that thè 
pride and delicacy of thè Count, joined to 
thè delire which he entertained of doing all 
polfible good to thè human race, without thè 
profpeét of any return whatever, made him 
conftantly refufe thè afiiftance of his friends. 
The pupils of Caglioftro becoming enrap- 
tured at thè difintereftednefs of their matter, 
were fure to open their purfes upop thefe 
occafions j conjuring thè lady at thè fame 
lime to convey their prefents in fuch a manner 
as ftiould preclude thè Count from blufhing at 
thè tribute which they paid to his extraordinary 
talents. By means of thefe and other fimilar 
deceptions, of which we Ihall fpeak hereafter, 
he was enabled to procure whatever money he 
ftood in need of. 

It was tbus by means of mafonry, feconded 
E by 
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by fomc ©ther lueky inddents, that this adrefl- 
turcr was enalbled to procure a celebrity, of 
which a parallel has noe occurred in thè hiftory 
of impoftoFs. Who could imagine that a man of 
this defeription fhould havebeen reccived with 
refpedt in fome of thè moft enlightened cities in 
Europe ? That he Ihould have been rtgarded 
as a ftar propitious to thè human race, as a new 
prophet, and as a type and reprefentation of thè 
Divinity l That he Ihould have approached 
thrones? That haughty grandees Ihould have 
become his humble fuitors, and nobles paid 
him thè moft profound veneration ? 

Thefe fa£ls however cannot be denied. Such; 
was thè popular delufion, that in France, and 
indeed in moft countries, his portrait and that 
of his wife were to be feen every where, oi> 
fans, on rings, on fhuff-boxes, and on medal- 
lions. His bufi was cùt in marble, eàft in- 
bronze, and placed in thè palaces of thè nobi- 
lity. Even this was not fufficientj. for under 
thefe appeared an infcription in letters of gold,, 
denotirig them to reprefent thè DIVINE CAG- 
LIOSTRO. 

Having ihftituted a new fed of free mafons 
in London, as we have already mentioned, he 
departed for thè Hague. There having, as- 
ufual, propagated thè rumour of his caba- 
2 liftical 
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liticai difcoveries, he took advantage of thè ( 
avance of a Dutchman, who was anxious to 
increafc his fortune by means of thè other’s 
ìkill in prognoftication. Under this pretence 
he cozened him out of a fum of from four to 
five hundred crowns. The Dutchman, being in 
pofleffion óf thè pretended fecret, immediately 
haftens to Bruffels, where thè lottéry was abouc 
to begin drawing ; and Caglioftro, profiting by 
his abfence, takes an opportunity to leave thè 
Hague. He then paffed into Italy } and arriv- 
ing at Venice, affumed thè title of thè Marquis 
de Pellegrini. The difcovery of fome Chemi- 
cal fecrets gained him thè confìdence òf a 
merchant of that city, from whom he found 
means to procure a thoufand fequins ; afluring , 
him, with thè moli bare-faced impudehce, that 
he would teàch him thè art of making gold, 
of changing hemp into filk, and of fixing mer- 
cury. After this fraud, which could not fail of 
being fpeedily difcovered, he faw thè neceffity . 
of quitting Venice, and even Italy. 

Having returned into Germany, after refid- 
. ing for fome time in feveral different clties on 
thè Continent, he refolved to take up his abode 
in Courland. At Mittau he attra&ed thè at- 
tention of feveral people of high rank, who 
«re re lcd by his reputation, which now began 
E 2 to 
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to be confpicuous, to rcgard him as an extraor'- 
dinary perfori* “ I did not fall,” fàid. he, il* 
thè courfe of his intcrregatories, “ to fuftain 
thè chara&er of thè great perfonage which 
they enabled me to alTume ; and I was careful on 
this oceafion to conduft myfelf after thè man- 
ner of a man brotight up in a court.” He now 
received vifits from thè grandees, and paid them 
in return. A nobleman having become en- 
amori red of Madam Caglioftro, (he at firft ap- 
pearedto be cruel ; but akhough thè hufband, 
ever fince thè time that he began to acquire 
celebrity by his fublime difeoveries in ma- 
fonry, had fet an extraordinary value on thè 
Countefs, and endeavoured to make h'er ap- 
pear a refpe&able woman, yet he could not 
refrain from being tempted upon thè prefent 
oceafion by thè riches of -thè lover. He ac- 
cordingly perfuaded his wife to be favourable 
to his paffion. 

In thè mea» time Caglioftro, bymeans ofhis 
mafonry, began to gaia an afcendency over thè 
minds of a great number of thè nobility, and 
fucceeded in infpiring thè inhabitants of Cour- 
land wìth an averfion to their fovereign. Their 
attaehment to his perfon was carried to fuch an 
excefs, that he began to form a pasty in thè 
duchy, and had a&ually thè arabition of afpip- 
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ing tò thè throne *, from whence they offered 
lo drive thè prefent poflelTor. He pretenda 
that he had virtue 'enough to re fi fi thè tempta- 
tion, and that he refufed thè prpiTered booti 
from thè refpeòt. due to fovereigns. His 
wife has affured us, that his refufal was pro- 
duced by thè reflecbion that his impoftures 
ivould be foon difcovered. However that may 
have becn, this much is certain — that he did 
not Jet this opportunity efcape of collefting à 
prodigious number of prefents, in gojd, filver, 
and money. Being in poflefiìon of thefe riches, lift 
Jeft Mittau, and repaired- to Sr. Peterfburgh. 

After a Jhort refi de n ce in that city-}--, during* 

which 

' Does it not appear probable that Caglioflro has here, 
as well as in many other places, lound ir.eans to impofe ever» 
npon theholy fathers themfelves ? Is it to be fuppofed that he 
would bave afpired to a fovereignty, of which Marflial Saxe, 
although feconded by one of thè greateft prinoeffe* in Eu- 
rope, could .not procure thè poflefiìon ? or that thè nobles of 
. Coufland would. have encircled thè brow of an adveoturer 
with thè duci! crown ? T, 

f It has been aflerted with fonie degree of probability that 
Caglioftro found but little encouragement for thè difplay 
of his genius in thè frozen regions of thè north. Wtiile on 
thè frontiers, he announced himfelf as a colonel in thè fer- 
vi ce of Spain ; but thè minifler of' that court protetteti 
againfi his commiffion, and obliged him to abdicate his mi- 
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which he pra&ifed chemiftry and medicine, he 
dcparted for Warfaw ; and, on his arrivai there, 
m'ade ufe of all his artifice to deceive a prince 
to whom he found means to be introduced. 
Seduced by thè tricks difplayed by Caglioftro 
relative to his mafonry, which appeared to bave 
an intimate conne&ion with magic, he ap- 
peared exceedingly defirous to acquire a know- 
ledge of this fcience; and was anxious above all 
things to obtain a devii from this pretended 
mag’cian, whom he might have always at his 
command. 

Caglioftro puffed him tip a long rime with 
thè expedtation of fulfilling this ridiculous prò- 
mife, and aftually procured prefents from hiin 
to thè amount of feveral thoufand crowns. 
The prince at-length perceiving that there was 
no hope of retaining one of thè infermi J piriti 
in his fervice, wifhed to make himfelf mafter of 
thè eartbly affeftions of thè Countefs; but in 
this too he was difappointed, as thè lady poli- 
tiyely refufed to comply with his delires. Find- 

litary rank. He was then under thè neceflìty of paffing for a 
Uranger whohad acquired uncommon filili in thè fciences af 
chemiftry and medicine. M. Rogerfon, firft pbyftcian tQ 
tbe Emprefs, at length unmalked thè impofior ; for thè pre- 
tendo! pupil of thè fchool of Hermes could not withftand 
thè arguments of thè leamcd ftudent of Edinburgh. T • 

ing 


Digitized by 


Google 


COUNT CAGLIOSTRO. SS 

ìng himfelf thus .balked in both his attempts, he 
abandoned every other fentiment except that 
of revengej and intimidated our adventurer and, 
his wife in fuch a manner by his menaces, that 
they were obliged to rettore his prefents, and 
abandon Warfaw. 

They then took thè road to Franckfort, and 
after a fhort ftay there proceeded to Straf- 
burg. The fabulous palladiani was never re- 
ceived vvith more reverence than they experi- 
enced in that city. The repuration ofour Ijero 
had preceded him ; and he was loaded with 
carefles, overwhelmed with applaufe, and. re - 
ceived with every demonftration cfjoy. During 
his refidcnce there he contradted à friendlhip 
with a perfon of diftinftion, and was vifited by 
iiim with thè utmoft ceremony. In a fhortjime 
he acquired fuch a defpotic empire over thè 
mind of this illuftrious perfonage, that he be- 
came his tyrant*: thus all his defigns were 
eafily accomplilhed. 

Caglioltro 

* The Italian editor has been carefnl to concedi thè name of 
this perfon* merely becaufe he is a dignitary of thè church of 
Rome. We however haveno fcruple to declare that it wa» 
an archbifliop and a Cardinal, a fecuiar and an ecclefiafticai 
prrnce ; in fine, Louis de Rohan, who at that tiene had thè 
ièe of Strafburg committcd to his pious fuperintendance* 
Since thatperiod, he has experienced thè horiour of berag 
imprifoned on fuipicion of béing concenied in thè robbery of 
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Caglioftroufed to fay to his wife, “ I wilh td 
getpolTeffion of his head -, you muli take care' 
of thè remainder of his body.” The vi&im 
readily fell into thè doublé fnare which was 
thus laid for him ; and it may be fairly faid that 
he was placed between two fires, in fuch a man- 
ner that efcape was become impoflìble. He 
accordingly lavifhed immenfe fums upon this 
vlrtuous fair ; fome rich prefents ftill remain, as 
teftimonies of thè gcnerofity and magnificence 
of thè donor. 

To complete his folly, on thè reprefentation 
of Caglioftro he agreed to ered a fmall edifice, 
in which he was to experience a phyfical rege- 
neration, and to become young again, by his 
wonderful operations. This was thè funda- 
mental impofture of his Egyptian mafonryj- 
and thè fum of twenty thoufand francs was ac- 
tually paid him, on purpofe to accomplilh thè 
undertaking. 

Among other dupes, there was a certainlady 

thc famotis diamond necklace, of being driven withignominy 
frorti his archbifhopric, and of having aflemblcd an army of 
marauders cn thè frontiers of France, with whom he has 
more than once threatened t to undertake a predatory expe- 
dition àgainft a country, that by its late glorious revolution 
has humbled thè defpotifm of thè noblee, and taught man to 
refpe£l thè dignity of man. T, 
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who made-a journey to Strafburg, «xprefsly for 
thc purpofe of adorìng this new idol in perfon. 
On this occafion, as on all othcrs, where there 
was an opportunity of Gonverfing with thc di- 
vine man, fhe experienccd thè wonderful effe&s 
òf his virtues, and foon after adtually exhibited 
thè fruits of them. 

At length, however, he left Strafburg, laden. 
-with an immenfe booty. In a memorisi which 
he aftcrwards prefented to thè parliament of 
Paris, he pretends to have fet off with great 
precipitation for Naples, on receiving intelli- 
gence that one of his friends was on his death- 
bed, and that he adhially receivcd his laft breath. 
In his anfwer to thè interrogatorie* before thc 
Inquifition, he however afferted that he was 
obliged to leave Strafburg oh account of thè 
perfecutions which he experienccd from thc 
phyfìcians of that city. 

This much is certain — -that from Strafhurg 
he paffed into Italy, and vifited Naples. His. 
ftay in that city was not long, as he remained 
there no more than three months. 

He wifhed to inlinuate, during his examina- 
tion, that he woùld not have departed fo fpeed- 
ily, had it not been on account of thè warm fo» 
licitations which he reccived from thè Count 
de Vergennes, who preffed him to return to 

France, 
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France. It would be doing an injury to thè 
memory of that illuftrious minifter to give thè 
leaft credit to this aflertion ; belici es, it does not 
tally with what he himfelf acknowledged to thè 
parliatnent of Paris*. He at that time afferted 
that he was induced to leave Naplcs from 

* The Tranflator will not vouch for the'authenticity of 
Caglioftro’s aflertion concerning bis correfpondencewith thè 
Count de Vergennes while at Naples. This much, however, 
h certain— ^that the originai of the foilowing letter, fuppofed 
to be written while C. refided at Strafburg, was publifhed 
during the life of thè minifter, and never publicly contrae 
dided. T* | 

*TranJlatìon of a Utter from M, the Count de Vergennes, fiere* j 

tary of Jiate for foreìgn affair s , to M . Gerrard of Strafa j 

lurg. 

Verfailles, 1 $tb March, 1783. 
u THECount de Caglioftro is not perfonally known to me, 

Sir ; but common report fpeaks fo loudly in bis favour, ever 
Ance he fettled in your city, that humanity requires that 
be fhould be treated with regard, and at leaft experience 
tranquillity. The circumftajnce of his being a ftranger, added 
to the good which he is faid to have done, is a doublé title 
to your proteftion, and that of the magiftrates over wbom 
you prefide. M. Caglioftro only entreati peace and fecurity ; 
and thefe being infured by the laws of hofpitality, I am 
fufficiently acquainted with your naturai difpofition to knwr 
that you will maintain him in the enjoyment of both, and of 
all other advantages which he may perfonally deferve. 

“ I have the honour to be, &c. 

. (Signed) De V£*GENNEs. ,, 

the 
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thè jealoufy which he had raifed in thè breafts of 
thè medicai men of that city, on account of thè 
extraordinary cures which he had performed ; 
and that he had repaired from thehce to Bour- 
deaux, with a defign of returning into England. 
His wife however has contradi&ed both of 
thefe aflertions ; and declared that thè reai mo- 
tive of his departure was, becaufe he found that 
country unfavourable to his fyftem of mafonry. 

Having thus taken thè road towards France, 
he at length arrived at Bourdeaux, where heex- 
ercifed his two profeflionsof medicine and ma- 
fonry j without, however, renouncing his old 
habits of roguery and deception. It was abput 
this period that he played off one of thofe tricks 
for which he was fo famous j thè particulars of 
which are yet recounted with thè utmoft refpedk 
by his deluded followers. 

Having fallen into a dangerous bilious com- 
plaiht, on account of thè chagrin which he 
had experienced at being forbid to enter thè 
houfe of a married lady whom he loved to 
diftra&ion, he beheld his bed conftantly fur* 
rounded by his pupils in Egyptian mafonry. 
One day, pretending to awake from a profound 
lethargy, he informed them that he had had a 
celèftial vifion. We filali here mention thecir- 
curoftances which he then communicated, and 
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which he afterwards confefied in thè courfe of 
bis procefs. 

He informed them that he thought he was 
feized by thè neck by two perfons, who drag- 
ged him by force into a fubterraneous building. 
A door then opened of its own accord ; and he 
was inftantly conveyed into a moft charming 
apartment, which he compared to a royal faloon 
magnificently illuminated, in which a grand 
feftival was celebrating. All thè afiìftants were 
clothed in white robes, which defcended to 
their feetj and he recolle&ed among thetn many 
of his difciples in mafonry who were no more. 

He immediately thoùght that, being deli- 
vered from thè evils of this world, he was at 
length arrived in Paradife. A long robe is 
p'refentéd to him, and a fword like to that 
which is ufually placed in thè hand of thè ex- 
terminating angel. He advances -, and, dazzled 
by thè radiante around him, he proftrates him- 
felf, and offers up his thanks to thè Supreme 
Being for having conferred fuch happinefs upon 
him. But at this inftant he hears an unknown 
voice exclaim — ** Behold what thy recompencc 
Ihall be; but, to acquire this, it is neceflary that 
thou Ihouldft ftilllabour.” — Andthushis vifion 
endedj which, if weare to believehimfelf, ferved 
to ftrengthen him in his refolution of propagat- 
ili 
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ing his tenets with redoubled ardour : howcver, 
if we are to give credit to his wife, this was no- 
thing more than a fabulous narration, which he 
invented merelyforthe purpofe of confirminghis 
pupils in their obediencej and of making them • 
ftill more attached to thè myfteries of his fyf* 
tem. 

Whatever'might have been thè motives, thè 
effefts were peculiarly advantageous ; as a wi- 
dow lady of birth was fo far feduced by this, 
and fome other impofitions, that he found 
means of tricking her out of five thoufand 
crowns. 

From Bourdeaux he travelled to Lyoris. The 
foundation of a mother lodge in that latter city, ■ 
pccupied his labour9 during three months. His 
seal for thè propagation of his opinions, how- 
ever, did not prevent him from raifing a contri- 
bution of four or five hundred louis (Tors, under • 
prctence of communicating fome Chemical pre- 
paratións to his difciples. Thefe fecrets, as 
ufuaJ, confifted in thè transformation of metals, 
thè compofition of gold, &c. &c. Some experi- 
ments on mercury were however thè fole proofs 
which he gave them of his proficiency in thè 
fcience of metallurgy ; and his difciples found 
themfelves unable to perforai thofe grand che- 
. mical operations which he pretended to teach 
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them. To prevent their reproaches, he fonte- 
times made ufe of one pretence, and fome- 
times of anothcr ; but he generally had thè 
effrontery to affimi that their failure wa» 
produ ced by their fins, their murmurs, and 
their incredulity. Intoxicated as it were with 
thè magic • of His Egyptian mafonry, they 
received thè reproaches of their grand mafter 
with thè fame refpeéfc as thè refponfes of an 
Oracle, and became more and more entangled 
in thè labyrinth of abfyrdicy. 

At kngth behold him arrived at Paris, where 
he foon became thè objedl of generai conver- 
fktion, regard, and efteem. We mean to fpeak 
bere only of thè famous intrigue of thè diamond 
txcklact. Amidft all that has bcen faid on this 
fubjed by thè gazettes, and thè hiftories of 
thè times, we Ihall confine ourfelves to thè re- 
cital of a few fafts which we are able to repeat 
without thè poffibility of being deceived. 

It is difficult to decide whether, in this cele- 
brated affair, Madame de la Motte*, or thè 

Count 

» | 

* To fuch as nqRy not be acquainted with thè hiftoiy of thii 
Jingular chara&er, it will be neceflary to recite a few parti* 
culars of her life. Her maiden name was Jeanne de Saint 
Rcmy de V this : fhe claims her defeent from Henry IV, óf 
whom one of her iemale anceftors was thè miftrefs* She 
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Count Caglioftro, had thè greateft ifiare of 
glory. It is certain, however, that both of them 
acquired unoommon telai, and indeed attempt-* 
cd to furpafs each other. We cannot affimi 
that they aóted in copcert on this memorable 
occafion $ we can however with fafety aflert, 
that Caglioftro was well acquainted with thè de- 
figns of this woman, fo wonderfully formed for 
intrigue, and that he always kept his eye ftea- 
dily fixed upon thè famous necklace. He cer- 
tainly perceived, and has indeed confeffed in 
his interrogatories, that he was acquainted with 

was born at Fontette, on thè i2d of July 17^6 ; and, whe» 
marriageable, was United to Comte de la Motte < Having 
found means, on account of her lirth, to be admitted to fonie f 
degree of intimacy with thè Queen of France, ihe is ac- 
cufed of barin g proje&ed thè pian of procuring thè famout 
diamond hecklace by means of thè agency of thè Cardi- 
nal de Rohan. On thè difcovery of that myfterious trànf- 
a&ion fhe was arrefted j and eommitted, on thè *9th of May 
1786, to thè Baftille. She was afterwards removed to thè 
Salfetricre, a houfe of corre&ion for loofe women ; from 
which having efcaped in a very extraordinary manner, Ihe 
repai red to England, and publiihed a Memoir> in whkh ihe 
pretended to develope thè whole of this in triglie. 

Having contra&ed feveral debts, ihe is reported to bave 
broke her leg abolit three months linee* in attempting to ef- 
cape from a flaeriiPs officer ; and is a&ually faid to be at this 
moment confined in thè King’* Bench priiòn, on account of 
a trifling debt. T t 

all 
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all thè manc^uvres which {he put in praticete) 
ac compì ifh her criminal defigns. Let us not, 
therefore, rob Caglioftro of thè glory of having 
employed thè utmoft effòrts of his genita in 
profiting by her abilities. 

The whole affair was at length difeovered. 
Hehad forefeen this; and wilhed tohave evad* 
ed thè inevitable confequences attendant on 
deteftion t bue it was now too late. The office» 
of thè police were perfuaded, that without his 
aid this piece of roguery and deception could 
never bave been carried on ; and he was ar- 
refted, and imprifoned in thè Badile. He, how- 
ever, did not lofe courage : he even found 
means to corrupt his guards, and to,eftablifh a 
correfpondence with thè other prifoners who 
were confìned along with him. It was owing to 
this that they were enabled to be uniform in 
thè anfwers which they gave in to thè various 
interrogatories to which they were obliged to 
xeply. 

Caglioftro, who has recounted thè whole of 
thè cìrcumftances to us, has added, of his own 
accord, that he denied every thing to his judges 
with thè utmoft intrepidity ; and exhibited fuch 
. a JameneJs in his replies, that, on Madame de la 
Motte’s being confronted with him, and find- 
ing herfelf unable to qualh his evidcnce, lhe 
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hecame fafurious, that (he tbrew a candleftick 
at his bead-iri che prefence of all hi», jvirfges* 
By chis means he was declared innocent. 

Our rendere. perhaps w’dl not.be difpleafcd at 
thè narrative of his life, which he delivered co 
thè jodges while imprifoned in thè. Badile; 
we (hall hcre recapitulate thè particulars. He . 
pretended that Altotas had a&ed as a Mentor 
to him, and that io thè firft, part of his life there 
were fùme particulars which had all the. air and 
appearance of a romance. He confefièd that he 
was unacquainted either with his parents-or hit 
country ; but he imagincd himfelf to.be of ao 
illuflrious family, and fuppo&d that hewesborn 
ac Napjes. He afierted that atanagewhea 
he firft bacarne confcious of his exiftence, he 
fouod himfelf in thè city of Medina, was caUed 
Acharar, and lived in thè houfe of th« Muftì 
Salaahym. He was attended by two ; eun’uchs, 
and treated with thè utmoft deference and re- 
fpeft. Altotas was his governor j in fine, he 
had thè whole fuperintendance of his condudt. 
This fageeducated him in theprinciples.of thè 
Chriftian religion ; and informed him that his 
parents, who were noble, profeifed thè fame 
faith. He taught him botany and phyfic ; he 
inftruéled him in a great number of thè orien- 
tai languages, and tpld him many fecrets con- 
F cerning 
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èi+ning thè pyfatftids bf Egypt, which %re tlwl 
dfeJSblkaries bfthe moftprecious knowledge àp* 

pertainiAgto thàtìklntk 

feti lcft Medina at twclve years of age, bis 
*&fétìCe -being bittefly bewafied: bf thè- Muftì, 
ftbd liiS fltps condcrfted'by AltÒtas. - They re* 
pàlred-tb- Mècca; wtf eh ihe caravan, arid lodgcd 
itftft' tfie- Iherif/ -'fhé meeting mf ’tHia-prince 
lRtfybtihg ÀchUFatj fótms an • epifode , worthy 
kf thè “dragò. ì-fii ìmmj thè carefifcsj tbe ceni 
8Ìr- erhbtions of j^ireircal aflèétibn, revealed 
thi ’gràtid triyftèrjf-bf tbàt illtiftrioqs birth of 
Which - Éalfamo 'fiéd-always • bo'afted.; He re- 
fiWifiétf'tHtie' yèift^bblbved a.nd tìnìoft «dored 
Spìrito i and tfien ttós )lòungTplema-i 
tAu^dftpafted in company wlth h'teMentor for 
7 Nothingcm'ild’ be rriore affc&ihg than 
èÉ&%rt4él that «éók place -between him arid 
eh© tììerif ì Adieu, utifórt tettate fon of nature! Were 
■tffc Htft words which this fóvereign addfeffed 
'té Mftn “Aohatàt nYàde ttlany important difeo- 
VèrÌeiT?i Egypt ; ahd thoffe whopreflded over 
thè frf’yfteries òf religton còneeàled none of 
thèrr ìècrets : fróm his enqùiries. In fine, in 
thè còtirfe of three yeàrs, he travelled ov'èr die 
principaTèmpires of/Àfia and Africa. From 
■ftfrèdéshe falleddor Malta, \vhere thè rigoròt» 
'òbftrVlftèc òf Quarantine being difpenicd with, 
V - - he 
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he was. tefc&reid intcr tHèi palare of thé grand 
raafter, and confided to thè care of a chevaiiet óf 
high rankand fàmiiy.. Ar thar period Altotas 
having. thrown afide .iùs. muffulmaaV drefi,, 
appeared a catholic, a priefb, . and a;knight of 
Malta } and thè young'iÀichardt was ’at the- 
fame tinte declared. Ooant Caglioftrb. : r.HeJ 
now acquired thè friendlhip of -feweral per&ns- 
of diftindtionyjand had thè fconoùr ofbeieg.in-, 
troduced -to.the 'moft'rinuftriotis; fodieties. Àt. 
length Altòtàs di ed in thè arra» of iris pupil ; 
impartirig; in his lari: motnerits, the<'moft ini* 
potarle 'intelligence ..coi htm . concerfaàng- thè. 
kingdoni : of-Trebifonde, of wb ich.be ;ha«L be— 
fpre -heafd 'from the' Wack: éunnch whoihad 
watp^cd over his infancy i and •. alfe fretn the>. 
grand .fnafter, who had fpoken to him many 
times about thè Iherif of Mecca. In fine, Cag- 
lioftro, "after ;ha!Vihg vilfted Sìcìly and Naples, 
in company with a knight of Malta, ipq^^ftve’ 
of,bÀ?„5QCnp^,nion in that city, , and, repaircd.to 
Rome. ; . ... — ? ;j • 

His difenderà, dùrihg His iftipriforitpeiit in 
thè Baftille, printed and circulated this marvel- 
lóus hiftory." The' celebrateci ' memoria! prè- 
fented in his favour.tq.jthe. court bcfore,.wlio(jn, 
bewas trjed, had hia poptraic fioely engr^ypd 
Fa in 
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il) thè title page*) while a thoufand particular* 
òf his fabulous lifc, reprefented by appofhe 
fymbols, furrounded it.. The advocates of Ma- 
dame de la Motte, on. thè other hand, endea- 
Voured; ta pull off, thè mafie from this hypo- 
crite,by;defcribingtóma3 an ignorant impof- 
toiy a mifeteant, a forcerer, and, in a word, as 
a bèro ; in villainy. • They recapi tulated his 
crimes^ they adduced witnefTes to prove. biatur- 
pituder and, by way of péroration, 'compared 
lùm .to che edebrated inripoftor Jofeph Borri, 
who debauched thoufands by his herefies, re- 
ctived altnoft. divine honours at Strafburg, 
was> rried-at Rome before thè Inquifition, by 
which he was forced poblicly to abjure his er- 
rori, and at length died in prflon in 1695+. 

During 

■* Tiic following verfes were chofcn as a motto, «nd 
jdaced bepeath : . 

“ Del’anii des humaitis reconnoiflez Ics traiti.' 

** T 00» Ics jóurs font marqtiéspar de nouveaux bienfaitt, 
" 11 prolonge la vie, il fecourt l’indigence ; 

; “-Le plaifir d’ètre utile eft feul fa reCompenfc.” 

, T. 

f Jofeph Francis Borri, a chetnift, an herefiarch, a phyfi- 
cian, and aprophet, was bom at Milan, about thè beginning 
of thè 1 7th cénttiry. After reeeiving a good educatimi in his 
niatlve city, he wfent to Rome, and finifhed bis ftudies under tho 

•- Jeiuitt, 
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During his trial before thè ApoRolìeChambe?, 
Caglioftro could not deny thè mimerótfà' tfalfe- 

- ‘ . : . ♦ . • - v » * • . 1 * , L 

Jefuity; whq admired hi/p a» p pnodigy on^a^opn^of bis 
extraordinary capaci ty. - I^ike Caglioftro, he appìied him- 
felfto chemiftry, and lite him* is faid to have made fonie 
difcoveries in that fcience. His lift toò, Which 4 wis* hot thè 
moli pure, feems to be another feature in which he refemblad 
thè Court. v v s 

It i§.yery remarkable xhate^chof thcfe fingjilajc pen was 
particularly favpured at Strafburg ; that both were tried 
by thelnquifition, and both' récéived fcnfence of frapiifòh- 

fncnt fot fife. - 

Borrri* faidto luT&'trickòd Qyeea Chnftini òf * Swrcdeo, 
and thè J£ing of Denm^r^ put pf Urge fuips pf money, under 
pretence of ipparting to thpm £he difcoyery of thè pVdofo- 
pher’s ftone. Havin^ fled iato ìjungpry, he was feized by 
ordèr of thè Emperor, and deìivered ùp io thè Pope * s min- 
ciò, who fefrit him to' RólhfeV^óm wheàce Hé'mMW're- 
tuftìéd ; feavfng bcenfeattìp, in Ó&ahc? 167 %+ ip thè iaftfe 
of St.\togel* m 

Jt b^ponfidently thè Duke d^tje^b^fog 

1 }£en gjven over by his phyficjans, prevailed upon his Holi- 
nefs to permit Borri to preferite to him • and thàt he was fo 
fuccefsftd in his àpphcatìonrs, that he afhrilly rèÀored that 
nctilem&V~tò heàlth,rwh)OJ in retijrn proeuiied bis*. transfer 
from the dungeons Of thè Inquifition to thè fottre£s in which 
hedied. t * 

The pretended difcoveries ofs this extraordinary cha rader 
are ^ontained in a book written by him, intitled, u La Chiave 
del Gabinetto,” a duodecirtio volume, prìnted 1 in 168 p; 
which has-'ifince ferved as thè foundation of! (he^cdefaiated 
rp mance oaljed tbe Comi de Gabalis,~!Pì&ipp, Hiflori<iue 
de T-Abbé l’Advocat. T. 

F 3 hoods 
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WWtà ÌP thc c^ffi.of hi» 
fx&ffì'iM&pp . a* tbeUBaftiUfc, aqd in^heroany 
declarations which he had made refpeótinghis 
BirtHj hrìr'fatt'k, àrfd'Tus tra vela j and tffe'‘afRii*ed 
.il*. tjiiàÉ'' vànity ,wà$ . ''thè ‘iole 'motivi' tliat in- 
;; 4ju«d. Juift to ^av 9 r^pur(<j„to th,ej(p impof- 
tara*. • r : - .!. - • , . . 

i * 

It muli here be obfervcd, that, in docking 
,oyér Tiis pajpers," a fltìà!l"book ^as diPdovered, 

t «5 % . (» an C cpnwmmg 

an àbridgment of his life founded .j^poq thi* 
.fyftefh of irrcpufture \ r àrtd .chis bd oohfòfled'rtas 
CÒnO{3©I?d’ with -an hifcritfòrf óf ffervihg àa ma- 
’teriafè Por a Targer 'h'iftòry',’ whìcfi he thtehtffcd 

fasss 

-SPVff?., Qp hifr.,jptecr. 9 jgatt)rifs, hf ^id n^ /aU, 
<rfi.b*ijigi (bdbfaóttóui) io J|is charadgr, indi'tene 
te his att*dwr>€‘rii?-tok'‘i»fe«ry«p wa* marvtllbus. 

evidente arid prooft of his 
f aj6^jfóp^ q |n^jhg'. ‘i(^jiÉpcult to' ùphóTd t : he 
.had.iibr^ated ip Frante, he 
«ndeavcitlròduito impofe- upon his judgea :i»y 
'nvéans ófàriéW irrfpofttirei for'hea&uàlty prc- 
tended to lis to be fprung from Charles Mkr- 
t£l, the.ftoc^from'whicK tlie ^fcvereignsxìf thè 
,Carloying,\an n*£e ; . arejhtfètPded. «• ( I^Ì5.ra^hfif' 
ifurptifiiig that he ihould .nofc Bsemioaan^fthlng 
trf this ‘While in Frante,- as- this inventila twight 
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fave been; of.jtpore advjp^ge tò 
tban Ì4,^ny,othcr country f.hopever,. whffyfhcr 
' comrmffioncrfl.. of thè, ( 

him . 1 » np^kf qut /t hi? jfinjeaJogy,. and^idM<£ 
popfs of tysaupqft birjh', tl^s gpofs dsf^ffjon. 
became. ipfl^ntly.appaijent^ .: * . ^ . 

In fiqe ( , ne^ther ,' thè p^o/jety of hia imppf» 
tures, the ; (harp which hehg.fi, in thè inyigu^pC 

thè djaroofld p?cklace^^r .$£. prQofs _brQUghfr 
forwa«i by ,his adverfarles, prevented Qpe qf 
thè princip/Urib.unals of F rance fromdeclgri^ 
lìim ipnoceot;. kiberajed . fronj .prjfop, Ida «jjjjfcv 
_liverance. wgs announcéd b^ hif^f^jpjef^v^ 
iìnarka of -jhe..xngft «traordi^ry jpy. j! ..f$jj f> 

Yak,, bM^o^fP> n a tio f?5«-ft | S c {?J^ : ; 

cjrept : but thpir triumph wa$ of fhort duration ; 
for on thè day after he received an order from 
thè Kin^/‘by'whichr:he^w#s:<JofRQnandeaht»<tfafe 
Paris tri wenty-fbur hours; ‘aiidtTtè kingdtttdrfif*. 
three 

evenf fa-apfjfSdJW djf P^^hy:^ , > 

about a league diftant from Paris. Tltuithat* 
place theifeaaticifm of bis fcHowers was eoà- 
fpicuouQ/'difJjtàf dd fot 11 ft’è' ri 'wfe5';‘thet l e viRtìSl^' 
by feverai* p'erlons of àiil:in<SK)n, and ' b L ^ a* 1 
prqdig«)ua^\dtitud? o^bjapac^ps, who tot 
tified thè pcofou nafc; \wn*»ation for bitta;-'» 

Among thefe were certain ladies of gàlfahtìtyS • 
F 4 and 
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and particularly a native of Se. Domingo, who 
being extremely 'ugly, prefented him with a furti 
of money in return for a compofition thac was 
to make her asyoung and as beautiful as Hebe. 

Hàving repaired to London, he refolved to 
keep bis word with his difciples, to whom he 
had promifed that he fhould pubtilh a memori al 
againft thè minifters and thè court of France. 
He àccordingly corrimenced his career by com- 
plàining to thè kirig againft iwo of his officers, 
one of ' whòm was thè commiftary Chenon, 
and thè other thè Marquis de Launay*, gover- 
rior of thè Baftille, accufing them of having 
ettibeìzled a large fum of money, -and federai 
valuable effe&s, during his impri'fonmenc ■f . 

The 

W, Thii nobleman, who ought, on account of his c.ruelty 
•od rapacity, to have beco femenced to death by thè ordì- 
nary procefi ojf a court of juftioe, haa linee experienced a 
fate which he fo juftly deferved, by means of thè irrtguUr 
f juftice of thè populace.who cut off hit head for firing oh thè 
ótiacti. T. 

+ The.folloyring is thè inveii tory of thè property which 
[Cagli oli ro pretendi to bave left in hit bureau 011 his being 
carried. to thè Baftilie, and which we bere lay before our 

readers : 

"** ». In thè '-upper partfifteen rouleaut, containing fifty, 
doublé louii dVrs eacb; thè whole being Jealed by thè 
Cottoti atro •. 

“ *. A 
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TJfc ntittieroùS tnemoirs pubHfhed in thè courfc 
ofthis affair tend to prove thè faKehood of 
Caglioftro’s a&alfcti&H'j 'untruths- hcaped upon 
umruths fili all 'his charge's. He tjffcred ta 
adduce his wife’s oath in proof of his aflertionsft 
andwith thè verjr fame breath he difavowed her 
Ugnature, aflerting thàt fhe had rteVtrleamed tot 
write'; and sdkging,- in confirmàtion of thisj 
that 'die Roman 'ladies were nevtr inftru&ed in 
t-his part of educatioft, fòr fear left they ihould 
thtis;be induced to engagé in an amorous coch 
refpondence. . . .j : ' 

»This- affair wat. at length carricd . before thè 
eotmcil, where the ealumny of thè accuferwarf 
fully proved. Impfefled with::che delire of 
preventingfimilar accufations, • thè moft parti- 
culle enne wastaken, on thè fidi moment of his 
hnprifonment at Rome, to make him.draw up 
a» exadfc and faithful inventory of all thè ff-, 
ucles which hfcitad left ip his apartnoents, or 
had about imperfon at thè ntoment when : he 

*'■ < - * ’ . • l 'a 

V 2» A money bag containing one thoufand two hun- 
dred and thirty-three Roman and Venetian feguin*. 

44 3. T wenty- foia: -Spànifh doublé dóubloOfis, fealed wit& 
hit feal. ’ oì 

49 4* Two pOrt-fcdios, One of which containod forty? 
fùten btllt, bdongrog tothcCaiffe d’jEfcoajpte, of one tboa- 
6nd livret each,” T. 

.... / » 

was 
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was acrefted, This invcQfóry m$ producedbev 
fere thè oumtni0iorwa vyhft <#4mintdhiro.>: and 
was foiHid -'0xft&jp;t0’ cpfr«fpOnd with tbc iift 
«£his eifbfts,! frhichwcrfc.cardfUUy depo&ed.iar 
prepér fiànd*;: , ..v ,• . .. r. 

In thè •mea'ti -tinte Caglioflfro’s .hatred ftcmed 
tor increafc-: daily: agpinft of Fiwwe, 

tic drew op tbfc plifl of. a. /ed jSWrtis. httef j ad- 
dreffed .ufthe Fxench natjtfó» exoittng tfecnjjtoi 
«bel againft. r tl|e? royal. ruttati ty, and ihe fyf- 
tan ofgav«r.Bment thcn -praébdejh- jiThis-ipolik 
tical traft was fent to one of his puptis ac.Parfey 
who havrng fdédceditont ire all thè ibcauttci'of 
bngaagcj and'xHc embetiifturiantt^ofvftjilffyjc*. 
èonveyed it wnhitn .fn London ; Iwhejfc-, up^n 
awùnqtfonpit^vlms. -found tojcctusàm fa Jimiany^si-- 
pwffions calculated tafedoqrtbkraukiMdrjtAhd 
pK)duoe-a'reVdlt, that a -printea^ tu -whòmqhc 
applitfd, : àt firft refufed! tfid.ofi òf; hÌE.‘pre6i; 
The Gount, howeverj dcter miaedriaipubiifblt » 
rfhd this Very 4ttterj bavutg^een afreduracisi 
tranflated into feveral of thè modem languages. 


trìade a great nóife'ib mtìft'df«thc v k'ingdórm 6f 

‘ ^HfqPF-V •H)S : ;iera^ 
foon after joined him in London, he exhqjjpd.i 
hjm to dcmoaflinate the-nepsffityMof depfeQiitg 


tftè/òyaf ìurfRWWjMn ! F«t«éèS 3 ifld aderteti : thàt* 

it became him, and thè réft of^his dlfdriléif to 
;.jw 

avenge 
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av$pge.th$ iiyj|fies ;; ylj\j:hj ite had ^xperienced, 
in thè fame .manner as thè Knights .Xsrot 
gtef* ^d.-WPrepgPfl *K .^eath of their gpfind 

roaftew. u.. ... K | .[. 

. , .Ifel&ftfrb© hejre pe$fifl>f<y: tO obfenvQ, 4hftt i<* 
hwltfftf^tQ ihC)Fr6fifb-N^tion, wrinen i»JU*r 
doniian/the aoth of J;«ne,^y^6, he feentxs,<;Uarly 
tQ predio tb© ARproafthiflg revolution jtv^fancej 
fgr -hehpfpphtsfies th^tiM.tfre .Baflille.ihall-be 
ckfitroy&j, and ,become A public yvalfc ;”,b* 
9W9WC/5S,;; th« 'M*. ;PftPg« -.MI feign in 
fwgn<$ £ yho. ck.cadtft, conr 
^esrgenewl 5C ai¥3. ,re-veftaj3 1 Ì(b.,*he 
re.HgiO <•’ ItW^lfftW&jPa.ab»* prftJHftHP 
*■? ■ bis , ;1 d¥tqiKipn gt, Ba%? 4 . Jwfc.d^aWfcaad 
tra.n/mit^d a p,etitk>}hf» ; ébe.'j4t«rg?9e^lj in 
whjclf^eXoi^its bis r^ttfo-tpPari^ and 
anjoBggp^j^thjflgs , th#tjA‘Jvtto4.ky Jtò%Mr 
b^^gofftri^^.q^gjiiicfìp tO ;the;Hbprti^s of 
Xran<W#”L».fi . »,*•• »..| . 5? ;-i ,- • 

It^wasridwifig, J)»s thìsdìvifit toiEogiahd, thgt 
thè ; mani «cable .difpute ©qcjjtred betvroen * <him 
a«d ortfijofì thè pxxglifli /Infijvs^writers *,■ ■ and 

- ? - 1 >t) «'•li rttjfllU'l 1 •» » »">'•»■ »«'ii j jCÀ 

* Ifwaa wijh Mj. .editprof Ca.vràr 

de TEufofi, Vnd .rio'w' putìiflier oY L’ÀrgusP atrio te, jfiat 
CaglioWcàttieti ón a pàptf'fràìv , wficih'ifctfrhPkt' 1 fé1i^th to 
bave occafioned hii departure from thè metropoli! of Eng- 
land. T. .' 

l which 
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which was occafioncd by thè following tircum- 
ftance. ‘ ; : : 

Among thè number of ridicuiobs tttcdieo- 
chemical ftories which he propagated, thatcon- 
cerning pork was not the 'lcaft extràWdiriary. 
Heonce affirmed, inthemidft of a moft reipec- 
table cofnpany, that thè ìnhabicànts of Medina* 
on purpofe to deliver themfelves from thelions, 
tigéfSj'ànd other wild'beafts with which that 
country was inftfl;ed, Wfcre aécùftómed to faC- 
ten hogs by meansof àrfenic, and then todrive 
ttìém ihto thè foretts, whére tKey were de- 
vouréd by théfe ferocrous animalt*' whò wete 
inftantly poifoned bythisfpecks of fodd. The 
politician * immediately publilhed this ftory, 
. and : biade his own comments upon it; Cag- 
lioftfo Was fo enraged at this • circumftance, 
that hre fent him a new kind óf chaikrtgè ; fbr 
he gàve him an invitation, òn thè of Sep- 
tember 1786, to partake of a meal otì- thè 
9th óf November following, which -was- to 
confiti of a fucking pig, fattened after thè man- 
ncr made ufe of at Medina ; and he offered to 
bet five thoufand guineas that his antagonift 
fhould not furvivé thè entertainrtierit. 

This invitation was howevcr décljned by his 

» • » r 

’ ' • _ ». >*••••»< I (iti li HiilH « 

* M. de Morande. . . i 
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wary adverfary, who took fuch effettuai means 
to expofe thè charaéter of thè Count, that he 
was furroundcd by a crowd of dupes and ere- 
ditors, and at lertgth obliged to fly fretti Lon- 
don, left he fhould be once more immured in 
a gaol. " " • : ” ' 

Caglioftro accordingly left hii wife behind 
hitni and croflingthe Englifli Channel, travelled , 
through France. Having arrived in Switzcr- 
land, he took up his abode in thè city of Bali]. 
In- thè mean time Lorenza being harafled and 
tormented by thè fuggcftions of her confcience, 
which reproached her with thè many fins (he 
hàd committed, commùnicated thè irreligious 
life and criminal aétions of her hulband to feve- 
ral perfons. The moment that he underftood 
this, he immediately lént for her * j and oblig-' 
ed her to make a declaration before a magif- 
trate at Bienne, by which Ihie difàvowe,d her 
former confeffion, and folemnly depofed that 
her hulband had always been an honeft man, 
and a very good catholic. 

After ftaying feveral months at Bienne, he 
rifited Aix in Savoy, on pur'pofe that his wife 

* Madame Caglioftro is faid to have fet out for Switzer- 
land in company with Mr. nd Mrs. De L ' ■ ' ’ . T. 

might 
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might ufo thè baths of that place j . and. from 
tbence.hcrepaired to Tutiq..,. 

. Scorce had he fet his fooj in that city, .when. 
it Miai intimaied to him, by: an order ffpm thè 
kihg > J&tt.,h£ depart, irnmediatelf* ; He 

then ftopped for Pome time at Rovcredo ;,,but 
he did.bot. ,-experience a betfer fate teiere j..jòr 
thè late Emperor Jofirph II. in- a (hort tim? pro- 
hibited him from exerciiìng thè. profeflìoo.of 

phyfic, to-which he hadjnow entirely : devoted. 
himfdf,; . Ii.being chea necefTary that he Ihauld 
quit this cityalfo, berecired to Trent: and 
fopn after a ljttle.book was publifhed, .intitlcd, 

“ Li ber Memoriali? de Caleoftro durp . eflet 
Roboretti io which an .ampie detail was given 
/of thè cheatSj.rogueries, and impoftures prac- 
tifed byhimduring his. refidéncc there. , This 
work would merit perufal,were it not that thè ; 
author had ; imitated ■ thè ftyle and expref- 
fions of thè infpired writers : a circumftance 
which occàfioned this produftfon to b.e terpned 
by many readers, “ thè Evangelifts of thè Couat 
de Caglioftro.’^It is necelfary for thofe whomay 
bave re.ad ,i| to knowj that this. very CagUoftrp, 
in thè courfe of his anfwers before thè Inqui- 
fitjon, has. been forced to ackpowledge, thè 
trtrth aiCthe. affmiou s contained ia.. this cele - 
■2 brated 
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brated ptMicotiony and' to whidr;he- could only 
objéft thè fàtirieal and Ijicihg' ekprefliona whK 

which it abounded. .1,.» 

.TtreiCxAMft had ’hopés of cictrawrdioary fùc- 
oeftJ’dt Tettiti! byfneans of'his -mafoóVyv He 
atcempfccd- to makq i profely tès-, ' but in vain— » 
ihanks ’toethe. rtatdhful gire ’of -thè •Prince 
Bifhop, to whofe court .he procuced accefs by 
meansof.his. boafted .difcòveriies • in phyfic and 
ehcmifl*y, iit. bacatale atlength-necefiary that 
he (heald look vto 4ws > interefla, and find out 
àriocher. cou ntry? <wherd hfe might bo. moire like* 
ly to»augment his reVemies; which bad no athef 
fource iexcept his, impoftUres» » At that period 
h%- was'* fo diftrefled'for money? dtat he was 
obli'ged tò pawnd diàmond -of confiderablé 

value.-i • • •• j > ’ ■■ ' ’ _ • , i 

•Bue in whdt country could he.find a-retreatf? 
Thcre was now no perfori bufwhr®, éither by 
jleTfonal knofrledgeyòf by thè relation ofotRers* 
w^S ‘acquaintedv?ish 'him, f and welidtnew how 
to appreciate his verdi. From Pai ermo,- France, 
Sardinia-he had akeadybeen banilhed bythe 
exprefs orders of. die fovereign ? and in other 
kingdoms thè memory of his impoftures was 
ftill frefli on thè mindsof thè inhabitànts. 

■ ‘ Thofe who had beendupedand cheated by 
hitxi (and they were many in number, and fcat- 

tered 
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tcrcd over allparts of thè- world) wouldhaye 
ioftantly tomhim to piece? had they got him 
inco their hands. 

Perhaps he defigned to return into Gcrmaoy ; 
btit at that very moment thè Princa Bifliop 
of Trent received a leder, in which he «ras 
given to underftand, that thè Emperor was very 
forry that he had admitted fuch a notorious 
chara&er into his ftatet: this circumftance, 
which was made known to Caglioftro, was fuf- 
ficient to prevent him from revifiting any of thè 
Imperiai dominions. What country then could 
he tranfport himfelf to ? In this dilemma, his 
thoughts were naturally turned towards Rome t 
there he was not afraid of being punithed for 
his former crìmes ; as he hoped that, after fo 
many years, they might be forgotten : befides* 
thè metamorphofis of Joièph Balfamo into 
Count Caglioftro, would contri buie not a little 
to thè oblivion of his mifdeeds. Notwithftand- 
ing this, he ftill dreaded lcft he (bould expe- 
rience, in thè vigilane folicitude of thè virtuous 
and amiable prince * who now governa us, fuf> 
ficient caufe for terror and difmay. 

* Pope Pro» VI. wholè name it terrìfic no wheré bot 
wkhin thè narrow and rcftrided territory which thè polky 
of tbc European pance» ftill permits him to*V)j oy. „T. 

In 
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In thè midft of this perplexity, hiswife, Who 
Strd eliti y defirtd to return into thè bofom of 
hcr family and her country} did all in her power 
to influence her hufband to revifit her native 
city: She waà Itili more-irte Ited to this, by thè 
delire of abandonihg a kind of life, of which 
thè light of religioh, which was not yet totally 
extinót in her; made her frequently perceive all 
thè horrors, and infpired her with thè well» 
fóunded dread of meeting an untimely end. 

During thè nUmber of years that Ihe had 
been married, lhe had always lived in thè moli 
deplorable fituation ; being forced either to 
commit guilc, or expofe hérlèlf to thè -moli 
cruel outrages from her hufband, when ihe 
fhewed any averfion to a compliance with his 
criminal infinuations. 

Lorenza accordingly boafted of thè advan- 
tages which would affuredly accrue to him by his 
return to Rome ; and lhe was partititi! arfyaoxious 
.to inculcate this idea into - thè mindsof fotìhe of 
thè principal' courtiers of thè Prince Bilhop, 
who lived in a clofe intimacy with Caglioltro. 
Their opinions at length determined him, and 
he became anxious to receive recommen- 
dations to Tome people of diftinétion. To 
procure thè patronage of thè Bilhop, he had 
rccòurfe to bigotry itfelf •, he.feigned to repent 
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of his cttsrfoftfy, went and thrcw himfelf at thè 
fbecof a canfcfibr, and affefbed to exhibit thè 
moft ardcnt delire to re-enter thè bolom of thè 
eburch, and tò recane ite himfelf to thè court of 
Itone» , Thegood piieft, rqadily believlng all 
thait he had ùttefed, intimata thtì repentance of 
Caglio ftro to thè prince, and even engagea 
his highoefc to giye hijtn thofe recownaneodations 
which he defired-. : 

Scorce, however, had he fetu^ped from eon- 
feffion,' but he excfaimed, in prefence of his 
wife, “ How ftnely I bave gulled thi» holy &- 

-• • 

Sfoe has s&ually fworn to thè truth of tliis 
cifc urnA ance j aftd (he papera whieh bave been 
ft>$nd upon hi rii» ae weH as his uniform courfò 
of life, evidently demo-nftrate that (he depof- 
ed';tb -n©thiug Iriore than thè trath. He jnot 
, only pjeferved io his beare an attachment for 
buti, doping that vety^period, he 
#jll eohtmued.to writeto hi&diiciptes apon thè 
affa-ft?» and Mi. the.-ftyle and owntter»iaf a frec 
roafcn, j njay, ho «yen coatinuedtonpraéfeife that- 
iu^ as. we flaah lòe a^ervatds. 

- -Having arrivedat Storne, Lo company with 
his wife, at thè end of thè month of Mayi in 
thè year 1 78.9, hererpained foriòme.time ina 
fornifhed lodgi og* in. thè Strada d’JZfpagha, and 

afterwardb 
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ifterwards took a houfe fituate near «he palace 
of Farnè/e. At this period ile jived with extra- 
ordinary circumfpedion $ bpt infidelityand 
iippofture had become fo intimately interi 
woven with his charader. that he found it im* 
po (Tibie to refift thè temptation? which they con- 
ti nually held fqrth. We (hall (peak elfewhejre 
of thè differcnt myfteri^s of inafonry which he 
pradited at Roipe : \/,e (hall only obferve here, 
that he often recapitulated thè circumftances ajt- 
tehdant pn bis pretended origin, his travels, 
his feientifie acquirements ; and that he èven 
attempted Tome cures, which however were not 
attended lyitji fmQcefs. > . 

Having undertaken Jp give rnedic^l rejief to 
a foreign lady ^fflided with fome wounds in her 
legs, he prefented her with a plafter which 
hadnearly produced a ^angrene : he .prefer^bed 
fome chemical preparations to a woman cjf 
rank, on purpofe to produ/ce fecundity j ht^c 
/he is itili barrcn : a gerfon labouring under an 
indigeftion applied to himfqr reliefj but.the 
pilla which he fent had io little efficacy, that^ie 
is afflided. at n thjs yexy day_with thè f^medif- 
order. . * 

So bad was his private liFe, that he carriecl 

on a «rinomai intercourfe wich a lady wno had 

n K :?r.i2 vz: >■ v •: c ' 
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conccived a reciprocai attachment io hitrt : 
they exchanged rings together, and eVen 
plighted their troth, as is cuftomary during thè 
nuptial ceremony. Befides this, he often at- 
tempted to fcduce a young woman who waited 
upon his wife ; but from her virtue he always 
experienced thè mortification of a refufal. 

As thefe intrigues did not fili his purfe, Cag- 
Jioftro foon found himfelf ih thè' moft deplor- 
able diftrefs for want of money -, and was ac- 
cordingly obliged to pawn' bis jewcls, to raifc 
thè fums neceflary for his expenCes. 

He perceived that, in thià city, many were 
eager to ftudy his chara&ér j that few were dif- 
pofed to believe his impoftures ; and that no 
perfon was defirous of fupplying his wants. 

The recolledion of his fìns, and more efpe- 
. ciàlly thofe which he had committed againft our 
holy religio'n, likea gnawing worm, preyed.upon 
bis confcience without ceafing. All thefe cir- 
cumftances ftrongly operated on his mind, and 
at length made him determine to chànge his 
afylum. 

He thought that thè fituàtiòn of afFairs ih 
jFrance was fuch as to give hinr», hopes of a ré» 
,treat in that country. He accprdihgly fent a 
jpetition tó thè" ftàtcs generai, requéftihg pèr^ 

miifion 
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mifllon to return to that kingdom ; and he ac* 
companied this requeft with a number of docu- 
ments, certi fica tes, &c. 

In thè mean time he received intimation of 
thè profeqution intended to be commenced 
againft hìm ; a fliort time after, thè fame per- 
fon who aded thè difhonourable part of being 
a fpy to a criminal like him, gave him frelb 
in|imations of his dangcr. 

• Notwithftanding thefe warnings, Caglioftro 
never dreamed of flying ; nay, he did not even 
deftroy thofe numerous papera which have 
fince ferved as vouchers of his crimes, and 
have furniftied thè moft ampie proofs of his 
compì icated guilt. 

* At lcngth he was arrefted during thè evening 
of thè 27th of December 17I9 ; and, after ai) 
exaft inventory of his moveables, they were 
jealed up; after which Caglioftro was condu&ed 
co thè caftle of St. Angelo, 
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Àbrìdgment óf tbt Éipry àf thè Free Mafons, voitb 
a ,‘particular Account of Egyptian Majonry. 

H ITHERTO we have only trcatcd òf 

thè private life of Caglioftro ; but, hav- 

ìfl g cpndutted him through fuch a fceneof ini- 
* • 

quitics to thè calile of St. Angelo, we fhall 
Bpjy., confider bis chara&er as an infidel and a 
freemafon* before we .proceed to give anaC- 
cqunt of his trial and condemnation. In this 
part of his hiftory, his magical operations exhi- 
bit an ampie field for fpeculation j. but i? is firft 
neeeffary that we fliould fay fomething of ma- 
fonry in generai, and of Egyptian mafonry in 
particular. v 

The free mafons confili of an immenfc num- 
ber of individuai, who meet together at ftated 
periods; and in certain determinate places, 
whichthey term Lodges. The bookof theirfta- 
tutes, printed by WiliianàHunter, waspublilbed 

for 


Digitized by 


C OU N T* 401* 106 ?RO. 

$or -die firft. tigne at London in 1723 : by this.ic 
-appears that in that city and ics environs therc 
were then twenty focietjes, cach of which had 
jts mafter, and fent a deputy every year to s 
generai afiernbly, held on purpofe to nominate 
a grand mafter, to whom they were all fubjeft. 

The dire&ors of this inftitution have always 
■been uncommonly anxious to hide -thè trae, ori- 
gin of their feéf, and to conceal their regula- 
tions beneath a myfterioys jargon, fo as to pre- 
vent their objeét and their intcntions frona 
being difcovered. In the book already quoted, 
it is aflerted that their meetings are intended 
to rettore thè glory of architetture, and thè 
mechanical art of mafonry. On this accounjt 
they date their hiftoryfrom Adam, whom God, 
thè grand architeét of thè univerfe,..created after 
his own image. Mofes and Solomon were, ac- 
cording to them, grand mafters of thè order j 
and thè hiftory of their art is carried down in 
this manner from age to age, and from nation 
to nation, particularizing all thofe great princes 
who have loved and patronifed architeéture. 

In other works publifhed in defence of this 
feft, their origin is adduced from a remnant 
of thè Terftplars who took refuge in Scotland ; 
and who, being often obliged to mingle •aroong 
thè infidels during thè crufades, found it con- 
G 4 venienc 
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▼enient to recognize wcfi other by means of 
certain dgns. Some afBrm that Thomas Cran~ 
tner, an àpoftate bilbopj and fevourité of Annp 
Bullen, was thè founder of thia order ; other* 
attribute ics origin to Oliver Cromwell, whoqa 
they cali thè famous delivercr of thè people $ 
snd othets, to King Arthur*. 

Adopting allegorrcal expreflìons which have 
a reference to thè mechatiic arts, they are di- 
vided into apprent|ces, journeymen, and ma£ 
tcrs ; and they are ìable to difcoyer each other 
by touching thè hand, and by pronouncing cer- 
tain words fyllable by fyllable. Every clafs ha* 
its own particuiar Ggns and tokens, and eyéry 
lodge its own particuiar diftinguiftiing charac- 
teriftics. Their ceremonies abound with many. 
ridiculous and even fuperftitious ritcsi bue 
what is chiefly to be blamed is, thp abufe which 
they make of every thing facred. It is necefiary 
to remark three things here : thè firft is, thè 
obligation which every njember contrafts to 
maintain a profound and an inviolablc fecrecy ; 

* The holy fether feem* to be but little acqiiainted with 
either thè hiftory or myfteries of free mafonry. 

la this paragraph we find a new charge adduced againft 
Cranmer, and a new virtue attributed to Oliver Cromwell ; 
for we leam that thè ode waa a free mafon, and thè other 
a patriot ! T. . 

and 
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and this he fubjc&s himfelf to by means of -aa 
path, adrpiniftered in a folemp manner: thp ' 
fecond i$, thè blind obpdience which they pro- 
piife to ali thè orders, whatever they may be^ 
whiph thpy receiye from their grand mailer : 
thè third is, thè ftriét and intimate union by 
which they are conne&ed together ; this is more 
rigidly obferved than eyen the des of confan- 
guinity $ and by it they are bound to fuc- 
' cour each qther in all dmes, places, and dr- 
cumftances. 

The confequenccs arifing from thefe combi- 
nations may be eafily guefled. Many perfons who 
have carefully examinedand fcrutlnized thè lives 
of thè free mafons, declare that they have found 
|them all, and parficularly their leaders, to bc 
men of bad charaéter, ignorant, and equally 
deftitute of morality and religiori. Bur, laying 
ponjeóture afide, wc (hall have recourfe to fa&* 
pnly. It refults from many fpontaneous decla- 
rations, from thè depofitions of witnefies, and 
other papers preferved in our archives, that 
while, among thofe aflembled under pretende 
of occqpying themfelves about thè bufinefs of 
thè fociety, fome opcnly profefs thè moft dar- 
ing contcmpt for religion, and thè moft avowed 
and abominarle libertinifm, others attempt to 

over* 
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OTcrtom thè yoke of fubofdination, and deftroy 
thè principles Of monarchy. 

Perhaps this objeft is thè defign of moft of 
themj but this, which isthe grand fecret, is not 
communicated to all thè membcrs, nor to all 
thelodges. One need nót be aftonifhed that, 
although thè democratic party forms thè majo- 
fity, fome few ftiould be attached to thè facred 
rights of kiftgs. Thefe tindoubtedly have not 
beenadmitted imo thè fecret ; eitherbecaufe their 
inclinations may have rendered them ininnical 
to che objeét of thè inftitution, or becaufe their 
wa.nt of abilities may have rendered them in- 
capablé of co-operating in thè confpiracy. 

lt is impoflible to give t;oo much praife to 
thè vigilance and thè zeal of thofe popes who 
have conderrmed and profcribed this fociety. 
Clemer.t XII. of glorious memory, ori thè 26th 
of Aprii 1738, publilhed bis conftitution 
which beginswith thefe words — “ In eminenti.” 
There he thunders againft this feft; and 
launchestheterrors of excommunicatiori againft 
thè individuata who compofe it, from which they 
fcannot be relieved but by his Holinefs himfelfi 
except ott their death-hed. Not coment with roe- 
nacing them with fpiritual puriiìhment, he fub- 
jeólsthem alfotocofporatraftigation -, andenjoins 

all 
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all thè orditi àries, fuperrór eCcleiìaftics, and 
inquifitors, to watch in a lpeciaì tfìanner over 
thofe fe&arifts, and to punilh them as perfons 
Jirongly fufpefted ofberejy. This fage pohtiff per- 
ceivcd thè horrible evils which muft neceflarily 
refylt from this monftrous aflemblage of perfons 
òf all fe&s and denomination^ of religion. But 
theré were alfo ocher confideratións which deter- 
iriined his conduét. He calculated thè coniò* 
quences of thè oath of fecrecy which they had 
fubfcribed ; and thought, Lite Cicìlius Natalis 
quoted by Mmutius Felix, *« that crimesdread 
thè day-light, and that virtue is never afraid of 
thè public eye.” He refle&ed that in every 
country, and in every goVernment, thè lawi 
both canonical and civil ha ve equally probi- 
bited conventicles, aftd fecret aflociations, on 
account of their pernicious tendency with re- 
fpeót to thè public tranquillity, .and thè fafety 
of thè ftàte. He weighed and approved thè 
reafons of thofe virtuous and prudent perfohs 
Vrho have alwafys confidered thè members of 
’ thofe focieties as bafe and corrupt citizens. In 
fine, he had before his eyes thè example of 
other monarchs, who had employed their ut- 
•moft endeavoure in their refpeftive kingdoms 
<o deftroy luch dangeròus aflociations. 

Clement XII. wifliing alfa to confer a gréat 
4 benefit 
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benefit on thewhole univerfe, and more efpe* 
cially upon bis own fubje&s, publilhed an 
ediót, dated January 14, 1739, * n w ^ich he for- 
bids, under patri of death , and witbout any bope of 
pardon , all perfons from afiìfting or being pre- 
fent at thè lodges' of thè free mafons, which he 
terms “ pernicious affociations, fufpeded of 
berefy and fedition He alfa condemned to 
thè fame punilhment all thofe wbo engaged or 
Jolidted any ont to enter iato thè Jockties> or wbo en-, 
gaged or Jolidted any otte to gitve aid t counjel » or 
ajfijtance of any kind, to their members. In 
fine, he Uppofed it aS an obligation on good 
Chriftians to reveal and difcover all fuch : and 
thè tranfgrefibrs of thi» ediét are menaced with 
corporal punifhment, and ppcuniary fincs^ . at 
thè difcretion of thè judge$. 

. ““ s 

* Is it poflìfsle that any man can proftitute his pen by 
«n eulogium on this cruel ediéì of Clement XII. ? Can eyen 
*n ìnquilitor, forgetting thè difproportion of thefuppo/eJcrme 
to thè punilhment, praife this barbarous law, in thè fame 
«entury ia which a M^ntefquieu and a Beccaria liyed ? 
But my wonder ought to cegfe ; a» I agi now writing in ap 
age and country in which a man equally renowned in thè 
caufe of philofophy and of liberty has had his property de- 
flroyed, and his houfe reduced to alhes, on account of his 
religious opinions ; while thè Gotha and Vandals wbo made 
this new attack upon Science, have bcen infidioufly praifed, 
|nd obliquelv applauded ! T. 

The 
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The immortai Benediét XIV. was animateci 
with thè fame zeal. At thè return of thè jubilee 
in die year 1750, he began to perceive" hóW 
ànany évili and' diforders had arifcn from this 
feét, and how much its mcmbers were increafed. 
fic was fully convinced of thefe truths by thè 
free and fincere confeffion of many ftrangers 
who had repaired to Rome to procure indul- 
gences, and who hàd recourfe to thè Pope to. 
relieve them from thè excommunication which' 
his predeceffor had launched in his bull. 

Benediét XIV. cónfirmed this bull ; and re- 
publilhed and extended it in his conftitution,’ 
Sàted May io, 1751, which eommence* witht 
thefe words — “ Providas Romanorum Póntifi^ 
rum." 

Many fecular princes have lince followéd his 
ekample. We (hall noe here fpeak òf thè- Tevere 
prohibitions publifhed at Manheim, in 1J37, 
by his highnefs thè Eleétor Palatine ; at Vi- 
enna, in 1743 in Spain and Naples, in 17^1 ; 
at Milan, in 1757 ; at Monaco, in 1784 and 
1785 ; and at other periods, in Savoy, Genoa; 
Vertice, Ragù fa, &c. &c. We (hall confine 
ourfelves entirely to countries which do noe 
énjoy thè bleflings of thè catholic rcligion j and 
we may inftance even T urkey itfelf. 

Wc léarn from àn authcntic record depofited 

" j :. ~ 

in 
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in thè holy office, that in 1748 thè Ottorpan 
Porte receivedinjticnation that: a Frenchman -had 
•pcnedalodge offree mafops,m thè houle of an 
pnglilh dragomttn *, to which many TurJks had 
been invited. Orders were inft?ot]y ifiuedna 
thè Capitan Pack a to furprife thè perfora afr 
Jcmbled thcre, to imprifon them, and to fet 
fire to thè houfe. TfHé'iree mafons wtrp in-* 
formed of thefe circumftances ; and from that 
tnoment forbore to meet any more, or e Yen tQ 
lpeak on thè fubjeft. 

Neverthelef? i,t was intimated tò thè mafler 
of thè houfe, that in eafe of a fecond offence hi? 
fcabitation wquM be reduced to affes ; and thè 
foreign rainifters reeeived v a fptnojJ gotice that 
they muft confine themfelves entirely to tho 
eatholic religipq, and be .capffop? of introd,qcing 
zpy new fe£t, ■ which might mifleadthe 
and thè pnwary. . • . . . • 

The Frenchflaan pfcaped fipm thè vengane# 
of thè fablime Porte, by embarkiog on board 
of a veffej, and le?vjng -thè capitai of thè muf« 
fulnaen. 

What .we. haye alc^ady urged may £ppev 
fufficientto pulì off thè ipalk with which $i* 
fociety wilhes tq cover itfelf, and tó guard aU 

* jftp iptorj>teter belongiog tj» an a&fca&dpr* T. 

men 
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men againft this dangerous and contagious. hc- 
rcfy. If any perfcn fhould yet remain in un- 
certainty, he has only to hcar what Caglioftro 
confelRd before thè tribunal of thè Inquifition, 
and then to determine for himfclf. His tefti-f 
mony muft be acknowledged to bave great 
weight ; for it cannot be denied but that he had 
an intimate knowledge of every thing that 
concerned this myftery, having lived for a 
number of years in thè ftri&eft unico with thg 
free mafons, who regarded him as a beiog 
ppffeflèd of a fuperuatural knowledge in that 
fciencc. 

' Accordi ng to him, it is divided iato leverai 
fefts ; but there are two which are reckoned thè 
principal, and are moli efteemed. Thefirft, 
which is (he moft ftridt, is that to which thf 
adepti belong. The members of it profefs thè 
moft irreligious fentiments, and employ magie 
in their operatiogs ; but their principal objeót is 
thè doftruflion of thè catholic religion, and df 
monarchy. 

The members of thè otber pretend to he 
occupied about thè difcovery of fecrets in thè 
hcrmetic art, and .more efpecially thè philoftv. 
pher’s ftone ; but their abjeét fubmiflion to thè 
grand maftqr, and their oath of fecrecy,.plainljr 

indicate 
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indicate that they are enemies to public tran- 
quilli ty. 

Caglioftro avowed that he was aflociated in 
London with thè fecond of thefe fe£ts j that his 
wife alfo was made a member, ahd aftually 
receivéd a diploma, which coft five guìneai. 
They prefented thè lady with a ribboit of thè 
order* on which thè words Union, SileNcé, 
and Virtue were embroidered j and defircd 
her to fleep on thè following night with thii 
ribbon attached to her thigh. 

Ecfore- thè- admifllon of a male candidate* 
4»ndoubtcd proofs of his courage are required } 
among a number to which Caglioftro was oblig- 
ed to fubmif, we (hall recount thè following i 
He was firft hoifted up to thè ceiling pf thè 
room, by a cord fixed to a pulleyj and 
after experiencing a confiderable degrce of 
pain, had his hand fcòrched by mcans of à 
candie. His eyes were then covered with a 
bandagci and he receivéd aq empty piftol, with 
orders to charge ir. He accordingly obéys, 
and introduce^ thè powder and thè ball ; bue 
when he was defired to difeharge thè contenta 
againft; His head, he, as may be eafily conjec* 
tured, teftified tbe utmoft repugnance. The 
piftol was then taken from him with fcorn } and, 
* after 
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•tfter'a variety- of folemnities, again prefented. 
The awfulnefs of thè Ceremony had no# fuch 
an effeét on> his mindj that, regardlefs of felf»- 
prefervation, he feizes theinffrument of death, 
draws thè trigger, and éxperierices a fmart ftroke 
on his fcull, which he at firfrimagined to pro- 
ceed from thè ball, but which howéver did 
not leave thè leali mark behind. Having 
fince affifted at thè initiation of many candi- 
dates, he difcovered that on thefe occafions 
thè piftol was always changed ; and that one 
of thè affiftants flood by to fupérintend thè 
operation, and give thè mafon eleft a blow 
upon thè head, fo as to malte him imagine 
he had been wounded. - 
Having thus efcaped from thè terrors of an 
imaginary annihiiation, an oath was adrni- 
niftered in great form, of which thè following 
is an exadt copy : 

** I, Jofeph Caglioftro, in ptefence of th© 
ei great Architeli of thè Univcrfe, and 
of thè prefent company now aflembled, 
“ hereby promife to obey- all orders which I 
<f fhall receive from thè Grand Mailer, or 
“ others my fuperiors ; and I engagé, under 
«* thè penalty of fuhmitting to fuch punilh-* 
te ment as fhall be inflitteci upon me, fcru. 
?* puloufly to obey them ifl all ttyings : and 
H « I alfa 
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“ I alfo promire never to difcover thè fecnett 
“ which may be communicated to me, either 
** by words, writing, geftures,' or any other 
“ mànner whatever.” 

Being now initiated in thè myftéries of ma- 
fonry, he took care, during his refidence in 
London, to frequent all thè different lodge*. 
A little time before his departure from that 
capitai, he happened to purchafc fome marni- 
fcripts from a bookfeller» which appeared to 
have belonged to a certain perfòn of thè name 
of George Cofton, of whom however he had no 
knowledge whatever. On perufing thefe, he 
found 'that- they treated of Egyptian mafonry, 
but that magic and fuperftition were engrafted 
on it. Being captivated with a variety of 
.paffages in this work, he refohred to eredi a 
new lodge on its bafis ; but at thè fame time, 
if we are to believe him, he determined to 
avoid every thing that tended • to impiety. 
He accordingly fòunded that very fyftem 
which has tended fo much to his aftonifhing 
cclebrity, and which has been fince propagated 
with fuch uncommon induftry in all parts of 
thè world. 

We have already obferved, that his fole in- 
ducement wa^, thè profpedt of thè rich con» 
tributions -which he expcdted to receive from 
7 his 
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•fctS followers. As he had no «gard to religioa, 
dnd no -fettled belief in matterà of faith, thefe 
fconfiderations «ere aot iikeiyto deter him'; 
more efpéciajly as .his amkntion was nflamed 
with thè idea of making bis* -by thè charms 
©f nóvelty and -thè attra&ions of fplcndour, 
not only thè predominanti but - thè - moft 
weakhy arici reipe&ed eftabiUhment of frce 
mafons j 

To enabìé thè reader tó comprehend how 
hfc waà abfei for fò manyyears and in fo m'ariy 
different countriesi to propagate his tenets, 
and procure difciples, it may be -neceflary to 
fcnter into fome details concerning Egyptian 
mafonryi We fliall extraét our fa<fts and ob- 
fervatiorts from a book compofed by himfelf, 
and now ili oùr poffdfion, by which he avows 
‘he was always direfted in thè exercife of his 
funélions, and from which thofe regulations 
and inftnrftions were copied wherewith he 
Cnriched many mother lodges. In;this treatife, 
which is written in Frenchi he promifes to con- 
duft his difciples to perfeftion by means of pby- 
' ficai and mirai regeneràtiak } to cónfer, perpetuai 
youch and beauty ori them j and rettore them 
to that ilate of innocence, ; which they were 
deprived of by means of originai, fin. He afierta 
* that Egyptia'tì rftafonry was firft propagatèd 

Ha. . by 
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by Enoch and Elias $ but that'it has, fincethelt 1 
timc, loft much' of its purity and fplendour. 
Common mafonry, according . to . bini, has.de- 
generated into mere btiffoonery, and «amen 
have of late :been. e^tirely excluded from ita 
. royfteries ; but thè time was now arrived when 
. tbe Grand Ctpbte was about to reftore thè glory 
of mafonry, and allow its benefits to be par- 
ticipated by both fexes. 

The ftatutes of thè order then follo w in ro- 
tation j thè diviiìon of thè members into three 
djftinft claffesj thè various figns by which 
they might difcover each other -, thè office» 
who are to prefide over , and regolate thè fo- 
ciety i thè ftated times when thè members are 
to affemble; thè creftion of a tribunal for 
deciding all diflcrences that may arife between 
thè feveral lodges, or thè particular members 
of each ; and thè various ceremonies which 
ought to take place at thè admiffion of thè 
candidate*. In every part of tbis book thè 
pious reader is difgufted with thè facrilegc, 
thè profanation, thè fuperftition, and thè 
idolatry with which it abounds-— -thè invo- 
cations in thè name of God ; thè proftrations j 
thè adprations paid to tbe. grand mafter ; thè 
fumigationsi theincenfe; thè exorcifms -, thè 
emblema of thè holy Trinity, of thè tpooiv 

of 
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df thè fan, of thè compaft, ofthe fquare; J -and : - 
a thoufand other fcandalous particulars, with 
which thè wofld is at préfent weU acqua'mted. 

The Grand Cophte, or chieFòf thè lodge, is 
compàred to -God thè Father j ; he is involi ed' 
upon every 'òccàfion ; he regolate» all thè ac- 
tions of the rnèmbers, and à)l thè ceremdnies 
of thè lodge ; atnd he js even fuppofed to have 
Communications with angeli and with thè 
Bivinity. .In thè exercifé o'f niany of theirrites, 
they are defired to repeatthc ‘«-Veni Creator- 
Spirìcusj” and- thè “ Te DeUm Laudarous;” - 
nay, to fueh an excefs af impiety are they en- - 
j^ined, that in rcciting thi Pialm ** Memento; * 
Domine;, David, et omnis manfuetudinis ejus,^ 
thè trame of the grand maftèr-is-' al ways to"be-' 
fubftitutèd irtftead' of -thè king of Ifrael . ' - " : ■ 

> copie ' of- ati: religions;iarfe'’sdmitted r jntt> ! 
the/ociety òfjEgyptian mafonr^j thè Jew, the f 
Cttlyiniftythe ijUtheran cao bereceivedintoie, 
as well as thè Catholic,provide,d they believer. 
in thè exifterìce of a God, and thè immortàlity J 
òf thè foulj l'-jtyid ha ve- been previoufly allowed- 
fo participate in -thè myfteries of. thè common 
mafonry. Wheo men are admitted, they te-, 
teive a’pair of garters from thè Grand Gophte, 
as isufual in ali iodges, for their miftrefies; and 
whcn wómpn are rpcdived iato thè fociety, they 
H j ar« 
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areprefented by thè grand miftrefs wl,th a coelci. 
ade, which they are defired to give to that 
man to. whom they are moli attacbecl, Wt 
Ihall bere recount thè ceremony made ufe of 
on admitting a fetnalc, The candidate having 
prelènted herfelf, thè grand miftrels (Madame 
Caglioftro generaUy prefided in that capacity) 
Ireatbes upon thè foce, of thè candidata from 
thè forehead to thè chin, and then fays ; « J 
breathe. upon you on purpofe to inrpire yout 
with thè vii; tue» which we pofièfs, fotbat they. 
may take roót .and flourifo in your heartj I 
thus fortify you# fopl j I thufi confirm you in 
thè faith of your brèthte n and fifters f .according| 
to thè engagcme.nts which you Kavc eontrafled 
with them. . We now admit yott a» a dapgh* 
ter of thè Egyptian lodge, We order that yot| 
be àcknowledged in that capacity, by al} thè 
bróthers and fifters .of thè Jìgyptian lodge% 
and that you cnjoy with them thè fame prtH 
rogaiives as with.ourfelves.’’ 

The grand mailer thuj addrrffes thè mal# 
candidate» i “ In. yirtue of thè power which I 
bave received.fram, thè: Grand G.ophte» thè 
founder of. our Under,' and :by. thè partiè trias 
grace óf God, I hereby confer Upon you thè 
honour of being admitted intO Our.lodge, in 
thè nanies of Heiiss, Msné, c tttraganimotm' x 
' In* 
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Io a book faid to be printcd at Paris in 1789/ 
ic is affcrtèd that théfe laft words were fug- 
gefted to Caglioftro, as facred and cabaliftical 
exprefiiOns, by a frttcuded conjurer. who fàid 
that he was affifted by a fpirit, and that this- 
fpirit.was no other thanthc foni of a càbalifti» 
cal Jew, who by means of thè magica! art had 
murdened bis own father» before thè cerai ng 
of JefiM Ghrifti - • 

Common mafons bave béen accuftonacd to 
regard St, John as thffir patron, and tò cele- 
brate tHe. feftival of that faint. Caglioftro 
alfa adtfptòd htm as his prote&orj and it is noe 
a little «markable, thstt he was imprijfbned at 
Rome -90 thè vety oamej&y of his patron ! 
The reàfon Ter his reneration to tbis^grcat 
prophet wa», ,if we areto believe hienfelf, thè 
great fiinilarity and conneóbion between thè 
Apocalypfe and thè rites of his inftiwciOiu 
We rrmft bere, obfèrve, that when any of 
his difeipks vere achraitted imo thè higheft 
clafs, the following esecrable ceremony todk 
place. A yourig boy òr girl, in the ftate of 
Virgin innoceòce and purity, was procured, who 
vas called the pupi!, and to whom power was 
given over thè feven fpirits that furround thè 
throne of thè divinity, and prefide over the. 
feven planets : their names, according to Cag- 
li 4 lioftro’s 
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lioftrc/s book, aro. Anaci, Michael, .Raphael, 
Gabriel> Uriel, Zobiachel, and Anachiel*. 
The pupil is-then made ufe of as an interine* 
diate agent between thefpititual and phyfical 
•worid} . and, being* olothed in a- long white 
robe, adqrned with aredribboivand bhie filk 
feftoOnB, 'he is lhutup-in a little clofeti From that 
piace- he gives rcfponfesto thè grand anafter, 
and tells whether thè fpirits and' Mofes bave 
agreed to receive tbe candidate into «he higheft 
c-lafs ofEgyptian mafons. ' ' 

It is not a little remarkablc, that, in every 
part of his fyftem of mafonry, Cagliostro has 
exhfbitedthe moft profound venérarióh and 
refpcft for thè patriarch Mofes j atìd yet that, 
on bis examination,- he affirmed >béfore his 
judgfs, he had: always: -cherilhed «he moli 
inveterate, antipatby againft him. He attri- 
buted this hatred to an< opinion which- he had 
early imbibed, that Mofes. had corrìmitted thè 
grofleft injuftice ib encouraging the lfraelites 
to carry away with thcm thè onultnentf-of thè 
Egyptiansj »nd, ; notwithftanding- pur utmoft 
endeavours tp convince him of- this damnablq 

• f *>• i . ' 

t *. Sirice Herfchel ha$ difcoyered an eigfrth placet, thè 
Egyptian mafons will 3 no.doubt, elett anotber ipirit to gpy 
vern it. T. ‘ 

crror^ 
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jWror, -he-has always rèmaincd obftinate in fi!* 
beterodoxy. His wifc affirms, that his hàtred co 
thisgreat lawgiver proceeded from his conftant 
refìifal*to encourage him in his m'ttfonfy» He 
Jovfcd thè Jews hoWever exceedingìy, and was 
ufcd'toaffirny that they were thè beft natfòii in 
thè world. * — - 

In his inftru&ións to obtain thè mprfll and 
pbyfteal rigeneration which he had promifcd 
to his difciple*, he ig exceedingiy careful to 
give a. minute defcription of theoperacións so 
which they are to fubmit. Thofe «ho* are de- 
firous- of experiencingthe plorai regeneration, 
are-to rétire for forty daysfrom thè world, and 
to di (tribù te their tifineinto certairi-pròptfftiong. 
Six hours are to be eriiployed in reflè&ioh, thrèe 
japrayer to thè Divinity, nine in thè holy opera- 
tions of Egyptian mafonry } and thè remaìnirig 
period is ta be dedicated to reptìfe. At thè end 
of tjiirty-three daysa wifible commùnìcation 
is to' take place betvieen thè patientàiidthe 
feven. primitive fpirits ; and on thè mbrning of - 
the fortieth day his fòul will be infpired with 
divine knowledge, and !hjs body be as pure as 
that of a new-born- innocent. , - 

To procure a phylical regeneration, thè pa- 
tient is to retire tó thè country in thè month of 
May* and.during forty days is to live accord- 
ine 
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ing<o;the moft ftfi& and anfore ru)«s, eating- 
vety Utde, and chea ority lascive andfapiatlve 
herb* ; and roaking ufeof no other drink, than 
diftdled water, or ra'(n that had falle» .-ip'ihc 
cottrfe of tjja* montb* On thè i 7 th d*yij tj for 
haviog kt hlood, certain white droj» ar.e»j6Qib>o 
taken, fix at night, and' fix in thè tnQfSWg,» 
iacreafing them twoja day la progrefòori. f in 
threedays more a fanali cjuantity of blood isagai» 
to. be taken from thè arsi befare. fbivrHe* and 
thè patte nt ù to re tire co bedtill theope radon 
i& cono-pletadi A grain of thè» fonate* b then 
■tp be cakc.n ; thia panacea.. ria thè fanitrout of 
whieh God create d man wben he firfir made 
In» immoftak When thia i* fwalieuded, che 
candidate lofea bis fpeech and bis refte&ion 
far chfce putire days; and he il fubjeéfc.to fre- 
«pieat convulfiònsi» fouggles, and perfpirattons. 

Haying recovered frOm this fiate» .io. which 
howeyCr heexperienees no paio whateyer, òn 
thè thirty-fixthday he takes thè thirdandiaft 
grain of thè panacea, whieh caufes bina to fall 
imo a-, profoùnd .and t&nquil (leep i it is then 
that helofes hià hair, his; flyn, and. hit teerh. 
Thefe again are all reproduced in a few hours j 
and, ha v Lag hecomeamew man, on thè morn- 
MJg of thè fonieth • day be leaves bis bonfe, 
enjoying a complete rejuBeaefcence, by wftich 

ho 
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he is enabled to live 5557 years ; or to fueh 
tim,e a» he, of his own accord, m^y he defirous 
of joioing (he world of fpiritsl 

We have thus, by relating thè pra&ices of 
thè Egyptian maibnry, cxhibiccd thè moft 
ampie proofs of ks grofs impofture. The 
learned and ingemous criticifm by which twor 
qelcbrated theologifts haye already expofed thè. 
whole of this fyftem, preclude» us fronti faying 
any thing moré on thè fubjeft, We £hall only 
add-, Chat thè >whple inculcates thè mpft detefta* 
bte maxima of knpiety, fuperftition, and facri- 
Jege } il, attacks religjon both in' front and la 
libar, and eftde&voucs to fap and overturo thè 
moft folid grounds and moft venerable dogma» 
pf our 1 holy faith. 


• . . j w www p 1 1 .1 
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;v ' CH AFTER III. 

jfif Account of thè Mamter in tobìcb ■ CagUoflrò 
contrived to propagate and eJtabUJh his Egyp- 
tian Majrnry. 

A FTER thè preìiminary account that we 
have already given, itwill not be diffi- 
puk.ta comprehced all thè circumftances which 

occurred. 
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occurrcd, ' and -alT'thf events which took piate - ,' 
in thè àpoftlaftiipof Caglioftro, whilehe wa$ j 
labouring with tiie-zeaP oP' à tmffiónarjr tb efta^- 

blilh'his Egyptian ntafonry; v 

"Io regard-tè this fubjeéFy fùch was his òbf!i- ; 
riàcy, and fo raotèd his impoftut*, thac, even. in- 
hisreplies to thè variotrs iritérrogatóries *and : 
, .«jiieftiòhs pfopoùnded to hitri, ‘Hc’ tonrifiued to 
avow that in this inftitotion * there 1 yas ■ fame- 
thing divine and fupernatural-T 7 " • 

■ ‘ We (hall now recapitiate a variety òf cir- 
comftancés 'recounted by himfelf in’ thè courfe 
©f his-triati-j ahd : wò {hall referve to ourfelves- 
fhe Hber'ty' bf 'driticifmg òn his ddufive and 

faHaciooff'narratfve. ' ■ 

Being admitted, as we have alrtady-men* 
tionedj into one of thè free mafons lodges in 
I^ondon, and havrag a fa r warda formed a new 
fyftem on thè writings of George Cofton, whicfy 
he d ignifie.4 1 yvith; thè name pf Egyptian Ma- 
fonry, he determined to propagate his opi- 
wons, ,apd t;v^rpake..cqnyerq to his fyftem , in 
ttrerf' <;o^n,tryjp;Eqrppe. . . ■ . i!V , . 

He accordingly repaired tò thè Hagpe, ^nd 
was invited to affift at one of thè Dutch lodges; 
thè criembers of-., which we»e*?«ceedingly ftfjét 
ih , the,-obfervatic©of theircereatonial. 

H« was reeelved .by theun. under wh?f i» 

termed 
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,termed thc arcb of fteel‘, that is to fay, he was 
• delired to pafs between two ranks of mafons 
who crofied their fvyords, in thè air whiie he 
walked under them. Heprefided over thelè 
as grand .mailer ;...and allò exercifed thè func- 
.tions .pf thè Grand Visitor, whole power is 
unlinoited. 

In this lodge he pronounced an eulogium on 
. Egyptian mafonry, ; which had a vifible effeél 1 
. oq thè minds of moft of his auditore. He was 
foon after requefted to .found a lodge for wo- 
men, which he accordingly inflituted with great 
.ceremony, and received into it many ladies óf 
rapk and fortune as members: his wifc filled 
thè office of Grand Mistress. •' 

The-difcourfe which he delivfcred on this 
folemn occafion, if we may believe himfelf, 
was uncohnmonly elegant and foblime ; it lalbjd 
; for two or three hours, and embraced all thè fri- 
ences, both facred and profane. “ This was,” 
faid he, thè effeót of . that fpecial favour 
of God which had always been *extended to 
me, in regard to thè exe^cife of mafonry : it 
was undoubtedly a jecopripence for my conftant 
delire :to proposte and extend thè . Catholic 
faith ; ; to avow thè exiftence. of a God ; t to 
preach up thè immtytality. of thè foul -, and to 
deftroy thc fuperftitiou* and magical ceremo- 

nies 
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hies òf common' mafonry; Sòme pèrfons wéf# 
to charmed with my oration, that they infitteci 
6n tranfcribing and pteferving ity as a bricf buÉ 
eloquèiit deferice of thcir fahh;* 

From thè Hague he repaired fd Veniceji 
where he allo léagotd himfelf with thè free 
taafons, Having left that city, he deteninined 
to vifit Prufiìa j and* in paffing throùgh Nu- 
remberg, happencd to ftop at an irm in that 
placet Artother ftraftger haVìng ftòpf ìtMo to’ 
refretti himfelf, Caglbftro, by means of certain 
figns, difcovered him to be a mafon j and ac- 
quired his efteem to fach a degree by his mar- 
vellous relations, that, oh parting,- he prefent&f 
him with a diamond ring. 

During his fhort refidence at Berin, he 
found his arti rneffeftnal to debauch any of 
thè lodges in that capitai, as thè vigilante of 
Fredefic thè Great rendered all his attempts 
abortive. 

At Leipfic, however, he was more foccefeful, 
as he acquired a high celebrity and renown there 
on account of his pretended diicoveries in thè 
hermetic art, The free mafons in' particular 
treated him with thè moti diftingaMhed honotir 
- and refpeft ; they invited him to a fptendid 
entertainment, at which thè plates, thè dilhesy 
thè bottles, and thè trine glafles, wére 411 

placed 
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placed three aHd ; three/ in commetnoratìon of 
thc holy Trinity; On this, as ori ali óther 
fimilar occafions, he triade a fpecth, in Which 
he enumeratcd thè excellencìes and advantages 
of his Egyptiart mafonry ; combated thè im- 
piety and profanenefi of thàt of his fcntertainers ; 
and prophefied that Scieffòrt, thè grand mafter, 
before thè expiration of that very month, woulci * 
expericnce thè vengeance of thè Dirinity. Not- 
withftanding this, they nót oftly paid all thc ex- 
pences which he had incurred in that city, btfE 
alfo prefented him with a purfe of gold on his 
departure. 

At Dantzic he receiyèd thè fame honours, 
and thè fame refpeét : at Koenigfberg alfo he 
was loaded with favours. But he confefles 
that, in both thefe cities, he perceived that 
thè free mafons were inimica! to thè ruling 
powers, and plotted their deftru&ion. 

Having proceeded to Mittau, among other 
circumftances which contributed to exalt his 
reputation, and conciliate thè affedtion of peo- 
ple of diftinftion, was thè completion of his 
prophecy refpe&ing Scieffòrt, who killed him- 
felf by means of a piftol, before thè expiration 
of'the month, as had bcen prcdi&ed by Cag- 
lioftro. 

The mafons of that city, who are exceedingly 

numerous. 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


iti fai- tm of 

humerous, and all of theqa men óf rank and 
diftin&ion, inyited him to their lodges, where 
he prefided as grand mafter. He perceived 
here, . as elfewhere, thac their ceremonies were 
disfigured and difgraced by magic, fuperfti- 
tion j thè principles of Swedenburg, a Swediftì 
preacher i and thofe of M. Falc, a Jew rabbi, 
who are regarded as chiefs by thè illumi- 
nateci . He wilhed to undeceive them, and to 
initiate them in thè rites of his Egyptian ma- I 

fonry : for this purpofe he founded a lodge for ' 

men and women among them, according to the i 

ceremonial laid down in his book. As grand ! 

mafter, he diredted all thè rules and regulations I 

of thè fociety ; and (as he fays) fpoke with his ’ 

ufual energy and eloquence, being fupported j 

and aflìfted by thè infpiration of God : but, as i 

he found it exceédingly difficult upon this t 

occafion to convince his audience of thè truth 
of his aflertions, he- determined to give them 
thè moft fatisfaftory proofs of thè vcrity of. thè 
piaxims which he inculcated $ that is to fay, of 
thè exiftencc of a Dcity, and thè immortality of 
thè fòul. 

“ I accordingly,” fays Caglioftro, <e defired 
that a little child, thè fon of a perfen of dif- 
tinftion, might be introduced to thè lodge. 

I placed him on his knees before a table, on 

which 
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which a cryftal vafe of pure water was placed, 
and behind thè vafe feveral wax tapers were 
burning. I then put my hand upon his head, 
and befought thè Divinity to aflìft us by 
means of his omnipotent power. This cere- 
mony being finiflied, thè child was defired to 
look into thè vafe ; on which he obeyed, and 
inftantly exclaimed that he beheld a line gar- 
den. On this I took courage, and defìred 
that he (night pray to God to enable him to 
fee thè angel Michael. The child then faid 
that he faw fomething white, but could not 
diftinguifh what it was. In a few moments 
after he began to dap his hands, and ftrike his 
feet againft thè floor, crying out, * I perceive 
a little child, who looks Kke an angel and 
inflantly attempted a defcription, fuch as 
is ufually given of heavenly beings. On 
this thè affembly, who had hitherto remain- 
ed filent, burli forth into loud acclamations ; 
but thè father of thè child, being defirous to 
make another . experiment, requelted 4 that he 
might know what his daughter, who was then. 
at a country houfe fifteen miles diflant, was 
doing. The fame ceremonies haying again 
taken place, thè boy once more turned towards 
thè vafe, and obferved that his filler was at that 
very moment defcending thè llair-cafe, to em- 
I brace 
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brace another of ber brothcrs. This circum- 
dance appeared incredible to thè audience, as 
thè brother alluded to was fuppofed to be 
feveral hundred miles diftant. I was not how- 
ever daunted by this circumftance, for 1 defired 
them to fend a perfon inftantly to thè country, 
on purpofe to verify thè fa£t : this was accord- 
ingly done ; and it was proved to thè fatisfac- 
tion of all prefent that thè young gentleman 
had at thè very moment indicated arrived fronti 
a foreign country, and vilited and embraced 
his fiftér.” 

The homage, thè attachment, nay, thè ado- 
ratioo, which he and Madam Caglioftro pre- 
tend to have received upon this occafion, beg- 
gar all defcription and belief. . 

A. lady of quality. hearing 'of this llory, de- 
fired that one of hi» pupils might fee the fpirit 
of a brother, to whom,during his life-time, lbe 
had. been.particularly attached ; this was ac- 
cordi ngly done-; and he appeared with lo happy 
and conttnted a codntenance, that. thè filler* 
being fully affured that he was io thè full en- 
joyment òf thè blefiings of Paradife, became 
exceedingly' generous upon thè occafion, and 
rewacded Caglioftro very handfomcly for his 
predi&ions, . • - 

Being now refolved to leave this city, he 

: held 
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held a lodge for thè laft time ; during which 
he appointed his fucceflor, nominated thè other 
©fficers, gave them thè neceflary inftruétions 
for thè exercife of their various funótions, and. 
difmified thè aflcmbly with a prophecy. In 
this he aflerted that one of his female con- 
Verts would be married to a wealthy gentle- 
man in thè courfe of three months j an occur- 
rence which, it feems, a&ually took place. 

Overwhelmed, às it were, with thè honours, 
and loaded with thè riches prefented him by 
his difciples, he now repaired to St. Peterf- 
burgh. The celebricy of his name had already 
anticipated his arrivai, and he was rèceived 
into alt thè lodges as a tutelary divinity. 
Among other uncommon circumftances, he 
difeovered a fecret intrigue between an uncle 
and a niece ; he prophefied' thè future misfor- 
tunes of a great prince ; and foretold to a 
young lady thè melancholy circumftance of 
her approaching death. “ I uttered all thefe 
prediftions, 1 * faid he to his judges, “ in confe- 
quence of divine infpiration } but I always pre- 
tended that it was by means of my cabaliftical 
knowledge that I was enabled to difclofe thefe 
fecrets.” 

He was no lefs fuccefsful at Warfaw, if 
vff are to give credit to his afTertiòns, as he 
I a there 
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thcrc received innumerable marks of refpeft: 
and efteem j and more efpecially fronti fonie of 
thè moft illuftrious people attached to thè 
court. The birth-day of his lady was cele- 
brated in thè moli; brilliant manner; and all 
thè grandees fent her magnificent prefents on 
thè occafion. 

Among others, he had formed a ftri£t inti- 
macy with a magnate, whom he endeavoured 
to convert from thè common to thè Egyptian 
mafonry, by means of one of his pupils, and a 
va/e filled with fpring water ; but, notwithftand- 
ing this, thè noblcman remained firm-in his 
belief. 

Such was his fuccefs at Stfalburgh, that he 
refided there for feveral years ; during which 
time he pretends to. have performed wonders 
in thè medicai art. His cures were fo miracu- 
lous, that his houfe was foon full of crutcbes t 
which were left there by fuch lame patients as 
had rccovered thè ufe of their limbs. But his 
reputation was more powerfully fupported and 
increafed by means of his Egyptian mafonry. 
He converted a prodigious number from thè 
common mafonry, and even admitted fe- 
veral difciples, who were totally ignorant of 
thè .myfteries of that art. Men, women, Ca- 
tholics, Lutherans, Calvinifts, were all'indifcri- 

jninately 
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ffiinately and indiftin&ly adopted as members 
of his new inftitution. He often held lodges 
in a houfe in town ; afid fometimes in a little' 
country refidence, delightfully fitpRte at a few 
miles diftance, which has preferved to this very 
day thè name of Cagliostrano. 

On thefe occafions he made a dexterous ufe 
of \ùs pupils -, and, befidesthe va/e, introduceda 
folding fcreen in thè fornn of a tempie ; within 
which heplaced One of thè children who werefup- 
pofed to have a divine intercourfe, and intended 
to make thè propcr refponfes to all thè quef- 
tions propounded by thè grand mafter. Thefe 
pradtices were made ufe of to difcover events 
paft, prefent, and to come ; and fometimes to 
refolve queftions but very little fuited either to 
thè delicacy or modefty of a female audience. 

As on one of thefe occafions thè audience 
fufpected an intercourfe between his pipils and 
him, he defired them to nominate a child 
whom he had never before feen, and with whom 
he pretends that he had thè moli complete 
fuccefs. 

From Strafburgh, where his miflion was 
attended with fuch uncommon advantages, he 
proceeded to Naples j but he rcfifted all thè 
invitations which were made him to vifitthe 
lodges of that capitai. 

I 3 At 
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- At Bourdeaux, however, where he refided - 
for eleven months, .he occupied himfelf entirely 

' about mafonry. Having formed a large ac- 
quaintance in that city, he initiated many can- 
didates of both fexes in thè myfteries of bis 
Egyptian inftitutions. He adds-that, whiletherc, 
bis pupils not only went through thè ufual pro- 
cefs, but alfo had a dired communication with 
celeftial beings, who permitted them even to 
touch their hands. At Lyons he was received 
with all thè honours of thè vault effteel. Thefe 
too, in imitation of thè great founder of Chrif- 
tianity, he eleded twelve difciples, whom he 
named bis apoftles, and empowered them to 
preach his dodtrines to all nations, whether Jews. 
or Gentiles; On that occafion he predi&ed that 
one of them would betray him, as Judas had 
betrayed Jefus j and, in confequence of it, 
would be reduced to great mifery : all of 
which, as he aflerts, adually took place j for 
thè fuipeded perfon repaired to a magiftratp 
on che fucceeding day, and difclofed thè parti- 
culars of their meeting : but he was foon 
overtakcn by a variety of affiidions j and, 
from poflefling great wealth, at length died 
poor, miferablc, and wretched. 

He now yielded to thè zeal of his profe- 
lytes, and foundcd a mother lodge* and, as all 

b» 
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bis lodges had received appellations of fome 
principal virtue, this was called “Wifdòtn 
Triu.nphant.” 

As thè copy of thè patent is at tbis very 
moment placrd among thè archives of thè 
holy office, we ffiall here give thè preamblc 
of it. 

“ Glory, UN19N, Wisdom, 

** Benevolence, Prosperity. 

“ We thè Grand Cophte, Foundcr, and Grand 
“ Mailer of thè High Egyptian Mafonry, in 
all thè eaftern and weftein parts of thè globe, 
** make it hereby known to all who (hall read 
“ this, that, a number of membcrs being de- 
** firous that we, during our ftay here, fhould 
** found a lodge, and having manifefted thè 
** moli fincere and ardent delire to fubmit to 
our government, and to receive from us thè 
“ ^neceffary light and authority, to become ac- 
“ quainted wìth and to propagate our Egyp- 
“ tian mafonry in ics primitive form and pu- 
“ rity, we have acceded to their wifhes ; per- 
“ fuaded that, in giving this mark of our 
“ benevolence, we (hall enjoy thè fatisfaflion 
“ of refle&ing that we have laboured for thè 
“ glory of thè Eternai, and thè happinefs of 
“ mankind. 

I4 «Infti- 
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** Inftigated by thelé motives, apd after 
" having expofed and verified our powers, 
** we hereby found and create thè prefent 
“ Egyptian lodge j and wé hereby conftitute it a 
“ mother lodge, throughout thè eaft and weft, 
u giving to it thè diftinguilhed ti{le of Wis- 
“ dom Triumphant; and we hereby notpi- 
" nate and appoint thp following officers,” &c. 

Among many copies of this and fimilar 
patents, we bave onc on parchment finely em- , 
blazoned with a number of emblems, among 
which are a feptangle, a triangle, a fq tiare, 
a compafs, a trowel, a hammer, leverai deaths 
heads, cubes, Jacob’s ladders, a phcenìx, a 
globe, a perfoqification of time, and alfo thè 
following mottos : Luc(m meruere labore ; Odi 
profanum vulgus , & arc^o -, Petite là accipietif, 
guarite là invenietis, pulfate là aperietur ‘vobis ; 
In confi unti labore Jpes j Aut vìncere aut mu- 
ti, &c. &c. &c. All thefe circumftances prove 
that there is fome affini ty between thè common 
and thè Egyptian mafpnry, 

Among a variety of other particulars, we 
muli npt forget a crofs, on thè *ibboq of which 
were embroideredthe followingletters^L.P. D. 
thè meaning of which either Caglioftro w^s 
unable or unwilllng to difcover : it is how- 
cver alTerted by others fhat thtffe are thè ini- 

tiala 
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tials of Lilium Pedibus Destrue; an injunc- 
tion againft thè happinefs of Frarice, which 
has been but too religioufly obferved. 

. At Paris he was alfo prevailed upon, by thè 
entreaties of his numerous difciples, to found 
another lodge; He accordingly hired an hotel, 
and furnilhed it with a magnifioencc equal to that 
of thè princes of thè blood royal. He prefided 
there, as thè founder and grand mafter ; and 
made ufe of two pupils, a boy and a girl, one 
of which faw and recounted thè vifions in thè 
cryftal vafe, while thè other pretended to hold 
a communication with thè feven angels, who 
afcended and defcended behind thè fcreen. 

' It was upon this occafion that thè celebrated 
Madame de la Motte, wilhing to know thè 
fex of thè child of which an illuftrious per- 
fonàge * was then ready to be delivered, watt, 
ed on Caglioftro, and interrogated one of his 
pupils in his prefence. It was accordingly an. 
nounced to be a boy ; a circumftance which 
was immediately communicated to thè mother, 
and occafioned as great rejoicings as if thè event 
had ‘ al ready taken place ! 

Havjng taken his paflage on board a veflel 

i 

* The perfonage bere alluded to is thè Queen of Francf. 
She ia faid to bave confulted Caglioftro by thè intervention 
of Madame de la Motte y who carried baek thè precious prò* 
fnifc of 4 dauphio. T, 

At 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


121 


THE LIFE Or* 


at Boulogne-fur Mcr, for England, he was ac- 
compairìed to thè water- fide by a prodigious 
concourfe of penple, who exprefled thè moft 
Hudent wifhes for bis happinefs, and even de- 
manded his benediftion. He aflures ùs that 
he did not refufe this teftimony of his regard, 
but gave it daily to all his adhercnts who 
demanded it. 

At his arrivai in London, he was invited to 
affili at thè principal lodge in that city, and 
was received with uncommon honour and dif- 
tin&ion. In thè nacan time a oumber of his 
difciples arrived daily from Paris and Lyons, 
who rcquefted him to hold an Egyptian lodge ; 
and being at length prevailed upon to gratify 
' their wilhes, he received feveral perfons of rank 
into thè aflociation, and made ufe of themimftry 
of (our pttpils, of diftinguilhed birth. On this 
occalion a Qngular accident occurred to him, 
thè caufe of which he pretends to be entirely 
ignorant of. Some ladies and gentlemen having 
petitioned for authority to make ufe of thè cryftal 
va/i, &c. in thè fame manner as himfelf, he 
granted his permiffion accordingly ; but their 
labours proved fo unfortunate, that they beheld 
thè apparitions of monkeys and devils, inftead 
of angels, as they expecled. 

Being at length obliged to leave London, 
as we mentioned before, he remained for two 

weeks 
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weeks at a lodging which he had in thè coun- 
try, and prepared himfeif by a variety of cr- 
periments for future fuccefs. 

On his arrivai at fiafil in Switzerland, he 
was prefled by a great number of thè inhabi- 
taijts to cftabliih an Egyptiati lodge in his 
houfe. Being unablc to refufe fuch a flatterfng 
requcft, he furnilhed one of his apartments 
in thè form of a tempie, fo as nearly to refemble 
thè infide of his lodge at Lyons, except that 
it was neither fo rich nor fo magnificent ; and 
this he termed thè mother lodge of thè Helvetìc 
States. He received feveral men and women 
into this fociety, with thè ufual eeremonies 
and formalities ; he employed fupils of both 
fexesj and havlng admitted a hufband and 
wife into a fuperior clafs, he empowered them 
to perform thè various myfteries, with thè 
fame fuccefs as himfeif. To give a regolar 
and confiftent form to thè eftablilhment, he. 
appointed five grand officers, and prefented 
them with a patent ; different however in its 
import fronti that which he had formerly given 
to thè lodge at Lyons, not having any emblems 
engraven on it, or any other motto than thè 
word God placed at thè top. 

Befides this, he left many traces of his refi- 
dence in that city behind him ; and among 
‘ others 
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others a Chinefe pavilion, which he built on 
purpofe to experiencc thè effcdts of his phy ficai 
and moral regeneration. It remains at tbis 
very day ; and fuch is thè vcneration of thè 
peafants in regard to this pretended prophet, 
that it is faid they pay their hotnage and 
adoration to him on pafiing this tempie, which 
they denominare thè maufoleum of Count 
Caglioftro. 

At Bienne, to which he afterwards repaired, 
he alto held feveral Egyptian lodges, and as 
ufual made ufe of his fupils. At Aix, Turin, 
Genoa, and Verona, he held repeated confer- 
ences with feveral maiòns. At Roveredo he 
pretends that many perfons were fo charmed 
with thè fecrets which he difclofed, and 
thè eloquence with which he enforced bis 
doélrines, that they prevailed upon him to 
hold a lodge in a country houfe in thè neigh- 
bourhood of that city, in which he performed 
thè various funétions and ceremopies prefcribed 
by thè inftitutions. The patent on this occa- 
fion was dated in thè year 578 1 3, by which 
it appears that, like thè mafons, he afiumed 
a different tera from that of thè chriftians. 

From Roveredo Caglioftro repaired to Trent, 
and from thence to Rome. Trent does not 
furnilh us with any rcmarkable events, as he 

was 
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was excecdingly afraid of thc great picty of 
thè prince bifliop. He however did not en- 
tirely forget his attachments ; for he caufed 
two folding fcreens to be made for his pttpils, 
although they were not made ufe of. 

But he never was in fuch a great perplexity 
as in Rome. Wc have already mentioned 
that on one hand he. was intimidated by thè 
vigilance of thè government ; while he was 
prcfled on thè other by his zeal for mafonry, 
and by thè estreme indigence which he be- 
gan to experience. 

Having learned that there was a lodge ef- 
tablilhed in that city, he got acquainted with 
leverai of thè members, but he conftandy 
refufed to affili: at thcir aflemblies. He how- 
ever partook of a repaft to which they invited 
him in thè country, during which he pro- 
nounced a difcourfe in honour of Egyptian ma- 
fonry. He experienced a particular pleafure in 
convelli ng with them ; and they in return 
evinced thè ftrongeft delire to be ijiitiated in his 
Egyptian rites. He condu&ed himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to enforce this hope ; he often 
read to them that paflage of his book, in 
which his fyftem is detailed j. he expiained 
many of thè myfteries, and even permitted 
one of them to copy feveral of.the particulars. 
% Never- 


Digitized by LjOOQle 



ìlS TBI LIFE O t 

Neverthelefs 'he forebore to receive them 
publicly as his difciples, promifing however 
co admic them on his leaving thè papàl 
territories. In thè mean time he procuf- 
ed thè admifiìon of many members into thè 
lodge al ready eftablilhed : fuch indeed was thè 
refpedt they habitually entertained for him, 
Chat they at length gave him thè appellation of 
v father,” while he in return called them 
bis ** children;” in fine, they looked upon him 
as their chief, and aótually paid him all thè 
homage ufually conferred on a grand mafter. 

• He alfo continued his correfpondence, by 
means of words and fymbols known tb and 
ufed .by thè mafons, with thè lodges that he 
had eftablilhed in foreign countries. Among 
othcr letters written in that manner, is one 
addreflèd to a Parifian, requefting him to pro- 
cure à fum of money from a third perfon. He 
defired this correfpondent to intereft himfelf in 
thè bufinefs, and endeavour by all poffìble 
means to obtain a happy conclufion of it -, pro- 
mìfing in return to conftitute him his vicar 
generai, with unbounded powers. 

In thè mean time, his wants became evcry 
day more prcffing, and no remittances what- 
ever arrived. At length, neceffity getting thè 
better of his fears, his diftrefs forced him to 
4 ' makc 
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make an offer to feveral perfons of inftru&ing 
them in his Egyptian mafonry, and he alfo 
endeavoured to found a lodge for ladies. His 
firft defign was attended with little or no fuc* 
cefsj and he wasdifluaded from hisfecond, be- 
caufe he was given to underftand that at Rome 
either thè ladies have very little money, or 
they are exceedingly unwilling to part from it. 

There was one perfon, however, who feemed 
exceedingly defìrous to become one of his dif- 
ciples ; and Caglioftro was uncommonly eager 
to enrol him in thè lift, on account of a ring, 
thè brilliancy of which fafeinated his eyes, and 
made him ogle it with uncommon delire. Not» 
withftanding his wonderful knowledge of na- 
ture, he never difeovered that thè ftones were 
cryftal inftead of diamonds. 

Having introduced this fuppofed dupe into 
his bed-chamber, he informed him that thè 
knowledge which he had acquired in Egypt» 
enabled him to eftablilh a fyftem of mafonry, 
to which no perfon could be admitted without 
a long and rigorous initiation ; but that he, 
as fupreme grand mailer, could difpenfe with 
thè ufual forms. Accordingly he ptonounced 
a difeourfe, pointing out thè fuperiority and 
advantages of Egyptian mafonry above all 
others j and then deCring him to fall 04 

his 
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his knees, and lift his right hand toWardi his 
head, in this attitude he obliged him to fwear 
never to reveal or difcover to any perfon what 
he had either fcen or heard. He then pro- 
ceeded to breatbe on his face, and to perforai 
thè ufual ceremonies as on thè admiflion of other 
candidates ; but when he prefented him with 
a patent, and claimed thè promifed reward, thè 
mafon-eletSl inftantly walked away, obferving, 
•with great calmnefs, that thè whole was a con- 
temptible impofture. Thus Caglioltro, whohad 
gained immenfe fums by his rogueries in every 
other part of Europe, was not able at Rome to 
procure even a ring fet with falfe ftones, by 
meansof all his art and abilities! 

Soon after this he began to experiencc thè 
moli alarming inquietude arifing from his dread 
of being betrayed. He acknowledges that he 
now determined to throw himfelf at thè feet of 
a prieft, and acknowledge his faults. Accord- 
ingly he confeffed his crimes in this capitai, in 
thè fame manner as he had formerly done at 
Trent ; and aétually declared to two perfons 
who enjoyed his confidence, that it was on 
purpofe to ridicule thè holy Inquifition that 
he had fubmitted to that ceremony. He at 
lèngth crowned his mafonic labours by a cir- 
colar lctter, which he wrote a few days before 

his 
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his detentiòn, to all thè Egyptian lodges. Soon 
after he received intelligence that he had been 
accufed to thè Holy Office ; but he had great 
confidence in thè zeal of his drfciples, whom ' v 

he ordered to fet fire to thè Calile of St.. An- 
gelo, or even to thè Inquifition, in cafc he 
Ihould be detained there. 

We have thus given an abtidgment of thè 
labours of Caglioftro, in his chara&er of a free 
mafon : our narrative contains thè fubftancé of 
his confeffions on that fubjeét, which we have 
here reduced to method ; and have endeavoured 
to avoid tedioufnefs and languor, by detailing 
only thè principal circumftances. It now re- 
mains to elucidate thè particulars which we 
have related, by clearing upthe difficulties and 
obfcurities which his hiftory will undoubtedly 
prefent to thè mind of every reader. 

Some will alk how it comes about that fuch 
an artful impoftor as Caglioftro, who, during 
his trial at Paris, had remained obftinately bent 
on deception, could be prevailed upon to be- 
tray . himfelf at Rome ? And how a wretch 
who had been fo fuccefsful by means of his im- 
poftures in every city in Europe, Ihould at length 
be induced to malte a full and free confeffion 
of them ? The recolle&ion of a fimple faét 
will eaftly reconcile thefe circumftances. Not- 
K * withftanding 
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withftanding thè repeated intelligence that he 
received of his approaching confinement, he 
eiegle&ed to deftroy thè book which contained 
his fyftem of Egyptian mafonry, thè various 
ornaments and apparatus belonging to that ri te, 
and all thè correfporidenee which he carried 
on with thè feveral lodges, of which he was 
either thè founder or an aflbciate. At thè mo- 
ment of his arreft, he beheld every paper that 
could inform or enlighten his judges in regard 
•to his former life, fealed before his eyes : it was 
therefore impofiìble, or at leali ufelefs, to deny, 
or even to palliate, thefe circumftances ; lìnee an 
irrefragable body of evidence was thus obtained, 
and full and fufficient proofs could be adduced 
in a moment to fubftantiate thè crimes of -which 
he was accufed. 

It ought alfo to be added, that, from thè ex- 
celfive garrulity of Caglioftro, many things oc- 
curred in thè courfe of his trial, that deared 
tip and elucidated feveral expreffions in his 
manuferipts, which, without this help, would 
have’ remained fo many cnigmas. On thefe 
occafìons he often attempted to tergiverfate 
and to recai his expreffions ; but this was impof- 
fible : for his judges had taken thè precautioii. 
to make him fign his interrogatories page by 
page; and alfo to d celare, at thè bottom of 

each. 
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each, that thè declarations therein contained 
were entirely conformable to thè particulars of 
his confefiion. Another cifcumftance which 
did not a little contribute to thè happy con- 
clufion of his procefs, was thè precaution with 
which he was lhut up in thè place of his con- 
finement. At thè Baftille, as he himfelf 
frankly acknowledged, he had fou.nd thè moft 
ampie means of prevarication, of eluding thè 
charges adduced againft him, and of corrupting 
his guards, and even thè minifters of juftice, 
by means of money. But, during his impri- 
fonment here, he has found all his arts and all 
his refources fail him for thè firft time. Indeed, 
on his being arrefted, it was induftrioufly pro- 
pagated in this capitai, that thè perftm to whofe 
care he had been entruftéd was .his friend and 
prote&or : but 'this was difcovercd to be a 
mere calumoy > as thè judge who firft exami n- 
ed him tried by every means in his power to 
difcover whether any fecret communicatioji had 
taken place ; and, afcer a long and laborious 
enquiry, he brought in a report, by which it 
evidently appeared that this accufation was no- 
thing rpore than a^groundlefs and a malicious. 
ftory. 

But it may ftill be demanded how it carne 
about that he acknowledged fo many particu- 
K 2 lars 
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lars ‘relative to his Egyptian mafonry ? To this 
it 18 to be anfwcred, that his firft attachment 
to thè common and ordinary mafonry ; thè 
celebrity, thè afcendancy, thè credit, which he 
had acqui red in thè lodges appertaining to it $ 
thè invention, or at leaft thè rcformation, of 
Egyptian mafonry j thè abundance of his dif- 
ciples of both fexes, and thè propagation' of his 
do&rines in all parts ofthe worlcb — were fo many 
faéts, that, as it was impoflible to deny, he 
thought it prudent to acknowledge and confefs. 
But in addition to his own evidence, not only 
his wife, who was his infeparable companion, 
has confirmed this circumftance, but his papers 
havefurnilhed thè mòft incontrovertible proofs: 
and, in addition to thefe, we have been fur- 
nilhed with thè evidence óf a traveller, who ar- 
rived in this metropolis during his procefs j 
and who afiures us that he himfelf, during his 
refidence at Lyons, faw thè magnificent tem- 
pie erefted for thè excrcife of thè Egyptian 
rites inftituted by Caglioftro, in thè middle of 
which was placed a marble buft of thè founder. 

Perhaps thè details given us on this fubjeófc 
by himfelf may be exaggerated, as by thefe 
means he' hoped to acquire an importance 
which might be ufeful to him. The nuniber 
of his difciples, whom he affirmed amounted to 

many 
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tnany millions, is another circumftancc which 
it is diificult to believe, and which muft have 
undoubtedly been aflerted on purpofe to.make 
fcimfelf appear formidable. The evidence be- 
fore us proves that thè number of his followcrs 
was confidefable ; but they fell far Ihort of 
what he pretended : and it is no lefs certain that 
they are daily diminilhing, as they at length 
begin to perceive and acknowledge thè im- 
pofture and deception of their grand mailer. It 
however is well known that thè defertion of his 
followers never gave him any concern, as it was 
their money rather than their attachment that 
he was ambitious of. 

It would be diificult to comprehend thè 
uncommon fuccefs which he experienced, if 
it were not recolledted that he procured thè 
greater part of his profelytes in countries where 
either thè remiffnefs of thè governmept, or thè 
naturai depravation of thè human heart, had 
enfeebled thè foundations pf thè catholic faith. 
It is alfo to be confidered, that he was not fo 
little verfed in Intrigue as to negleél thè moli 
artful means for thè fuccefs of his milfion. 
Thus he was moli anxious to choofe thè ig- 
norant and thè rich for his difciples j and was 
particularly careful to debauch and corrupt thè 
heart, by feconding and aflifting thè ruling pak 
K 3 , fions 
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fions of his converts. Over thè minds of fuch 
weak people as pretended to be attached to thè 
fciences, his Chemical difeoveries, and thè 
promife of thè philofopher’s ftone, afforded 
never-failing means of fuccefs. If any one, 
deterred by thè influence of his pafiìons, can- 
didly confefled his attachment to thè fair fex, 
he conftantly replied, that, to become a good 
fpafon, or, what was thè fame thing, to become 
a perfe5ì man , it was not neceflary to be a 
capuchin. “ Live as you pie afe,” he ufed 
to exciaim ; “ and only believe in me, and in 
my Egyptian mafonry !” By thefe means, and 
with fuch maxims, his fuccefs could not fail 
being equally rapid and extenfive. 

It may be alfo neceffary to obferve, that one of 
thè indifpenfable conditions annexed to thè ad- 
miflion into thè Egyptian fyftem, was that of 
having been already elefted into one of thè 
lodges of ordinary mafonry. The motive of 
this is not diiHcqlt to be difeovered ; for as his 
ìnftitution was entirely new, and thè principal 
and moft wonderful circumftance attendant on 
it was thè phyfical and moral regeneration, it 
was more eafy to inveigle thè free mafons, whofe 
minds were already debauched, than any other 
clafs of men whatever -, and he indeed found 
that it wàs not difficult to make thefe bc- 
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Heve in thofe marvellous tales and prodigious 
events that exceeded pofiìbility, and gave thè' 
lye tó thè operations of nature. 

The reader will undoubtedly recolle# that 
Caglioftro prètendèd to have harangued bis- au- 
dience for feveral hours, with an eloquence that 
at once charmed and convinced thcrh ; and with 
a fublimity that evinced a prodigious attainment 
in regard to all kinds of knowledge either fa- 
cred or profane. He alfò pretehded tò have 
been lo fuccefsful in his arguments, that, by 
means of his difcourfcs, thè wicked were turned 
afide from their wickednefs, were made to be- 
hold thè fun of righteoufnefs, and to embrace 
thè catholic religion. His wife, however, who 
was prefent at a great numberof his difcourfes, 
affirms that they were compofed in a ftyle of 
thè moft wearifome.pèrplexity, and abounded 
with thè moft incoherent ideas. Previous to his 
afcending thè roftrum, he was always careful to 
prepare himfelf for his labours by means of fome 
bottles of wine; and he was fo ignorant as to thè 
fubjeft on which he was about to hold forth, 
that he generally applied to his wife for thè text 
on which he was to preach to his difciples. If to.' 
thefe circumftances are added a Sicilian diale#, 
mingled with a jargon of French and Italian, 
we cannot hefitate a fingle moment as to thè 
. K 4 degree 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


1^6 THE LIFE 0» 

degrec of credibility which we are to'give tq 
thè affertions that have been made concerning 
thè wonder-working effeéts of his eloquence. 

He admitted thofe profeffing all forts of reli- 
gions to partakeof thè bleflìngs of his divine dif- 
coveriesj provided they believed in theexiftence 
of a God, and thè immortality of thè foni, it 
was equal to him whether they were Catholics, 
Lutherans, Calvinifts, or Jews. While Ipeak- 
,ing of fovereigns, he was always careful to 
accommodate himfelf to thè genius of his au- 
dience ; fometimes infinuating fubordination, 
but more frequently independence. He was 
always accuftomed to fpeak in a contemptuous 
manner of thè perfon and authority of thè Ro- 
man póntiff, and of all hierarchies whatever. 
In fine, his difcourfes tended enrirely to change 
catholics into mifcreants, and atbeifts into 
deifts. 

. This painting is not in thè leali heightened 
by thè colouring which we have given to it. 
We are in pofiefiion of thè teftimony of 
many perfons who have heard him repeatedly 
difcourfe on thè principles of mafonry j and who 
allure us that he fpoke without any order or 
method, and that his converfation and ideas 
were fo obfcure, difguifed, and diftorted, that 
it was exceedingly difficult to • comprehend 
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his meaning. The judge who interrogated him 
has often been obliged to Juffer thè ■punijhment of 
hearing his long replications, it being utterly 
impoffible to ftop thè torrent of his verbolìty. 

Is it pofiible that a man, who from his very 
infancy,according tohisown confeffioh,held thè 
firft rudiments of fcience in abhorrence, who 
from his earlieft youth, and through thè whole 
courfe of his life, had attached himfelf to no 
other ftudy than that of vice, impofture, and 
fraud— is it poffible, I fay, that fuch a perfon 
as this fhould be capable of thè language, thè 
arguments, thè irrefiftibl^ and perfuafive elo- 
quence which haye been attributed to him? 
What fhall we fay to that theological know- 
ledge, which is reported to have formed thè 
bafis of all his difcourfes, and which has 
produced fo many converfions in favour of 
thè catholic religion? Could this man haye 
entered into profound and erudite arguments 
concerning matters of grace, prcdeftination, 
and free will ? 

We (hall hcre exhibit a few of thè queftiona 
propounded to, and thè anfwers made by him. 
The reader will then be enabled to make his 
own conclufions. 

“ Has not your conduél tended to debafe 
“ and difgrace thè great work of thè redemp- 

*5 tion,. 
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*■* tion, and thè death of our Lord Jefus 
* f Chrift ?” 

• “ A. No, ne ver; for in my primitive fyftem, 
“ and in all my operations, I made thè moti 
“ honourable mcntion of thè ferpent with thè 
“ appiè in his mouth, which I have adopted for 
“ my creft, and which denotes thè caufe of ori- 
" ginal fin, and of our fubfequent fall. The 
« redemption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, is thè 
«* arrow which has pierced thè ferpent ; and this 
“ we ought to keep conftàntly before our eyes 
“ and in our hearts, for thè eyes and thè heart 
are thè looking-glafs of thè foul; and all men 
n ought conftàntly to be on their guard againft 
thè temptations of thè Devii : and in confe-i 
“ quence believing in all this, and in thè re- 
** demption of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and hav- 
ct ing ordered this always to be obferved, it is 
“ not poffible that I could have done what has 
** been afierted, as that would be to unfay and 
“ contradiéb all that I have affirmed.” 

“• What are thè chief Gns, and thè fources 
of all our crimes ?” 

“ A. I do not know thè exaft number, and 
* c only recolleét a few, fuch as gluitony, envy, 
« idlenefs, luxury, and ufury.” 

« c What are thè theologtcal virtues ?” 

« A. I have forgotten ; but if you will name 

« thè 
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** thè firft of them to me, I (hall recolledt them, 
“ and repeat thè remainder.” 

“ Q. What are thè Cardinal virtues ?” 

“ A. The fame as thè theological.” 

“ What are thè counfcls that lead to per- 

fedtion ?” 

“ A. The exercile of faith, hope, and cha- 
« rity ?” 

“ What do you mean by faith, hope, and 
“ charity ?” 

“ A. Faith is our compliance with thè ordi- 
“ nances of thè church ; charity is thè bond of 
“ perfeftion -, and hope is thè belief in eternai 
« glory ” 

“ What is thè facrament òf confirma* 
« tion.” 

** A. It is thè confirraation of baptifm.” 

“ Has man a power and authority to 
“ command thè obedience and affiftance of ce- 
<£ ledi al fpirits ?” 

<c A. I believe that man, by thè permifiion 

of God, may arrive at 4bat power j becaufe 
“ God before his death had a beatific and 
<c divine vifion j becaufc man is created after 
** thè image and refepiblancc of God -, and thè 
“ angels have not been created in thè fame 
** manner as man, but after a divine manner.” 

We (hall not here fpeak of his abfenting 

him- 
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himfelf from thc holy facraments, of his conti» 
nùal violation of thè precepts of thè church, 
and of all thè circumftances which conftitute 
that enormous mafs of Crimea with which his 
whole life is ftained and disfigured. It muti 
however be acknowledged that an immenfe 
number of his difciples to this very day cele- 
brate his eloquence as fomething beyond thè 
reach of mortality, and a&ually approaching 
to our notions of what is divine ! — How .has 
this happened ? It proceeds fimply from this, 
that blindnefs attaches itfelf to blindnefs; and 
that thefe ignorant people, being unable to com- 
prehend his difcourfes on account of their ób- 
fcurity, have imagined that their leader fpoke 
parabolically and enigmatically ; and thus they 
had an ampie opportunity of interpreting his 
fentiments according to their own wifhes. 

His prediétions, no doubt, tended greatly to 
augment their fanaticifm. He attributed thete 
to thè fpecial affiftance of thè Deity himfelf, 
and to thè effeóts of his immediate infpiratiocu 
His wife, however, has been able to afiìgn thè 
caufe of many of his miraculous propheciesi for 
fhe accounts for fome of them by thè infatiable 
curiofity and diligence which he made ufe of' 
to procure a knowledge of thè fecrets of all 
families whatever j and attributes others to a 

fore» 
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forefight foundcd upon fa<fts, from whence an 
infcrencc might be fairly drawn. For example, 
if at Mittau he prophefied that a young lady 
would be foon united to a wealthy hufband, he 
founded this predi&ion on thè knowledge of 
thè regard thfct a man of fortune fecretly enter- 
tained for her; and if at another time he forp- 
told thè fpeedy diffolution of another perfon, 
this arofe merely from thè ftate of thè patient’s 
health, whofe malady might have eafily infpired 
thè fame idea in thè breàft of ariy medicai per- 
fon whatever. 

Let us now fay fomething concerning his 
wonderfùl operations by means of his pipili, 
It is certain that Caglioftro himfelf, as well as 
others, has often made ufe of thefe ptipils in 
his Egyptian mafonry ; and that thè boys and 
girls employed on this occafion have pretended 
to have feen angels, and to have held an in- 
tercourfe with thè wo'rld of fpirits. How has 
this happeried ? 

Caglioftro, according to cuftom, has boldly 
and intrepidly aflured us that all this originated 
from thè fpecial protedlion of thè Divinity j 
that thè Supreme Being had deigned to grant 
him thè beatìfic vijion, on purpofe to enable him 
more effeéhially to propagate and enforce his 
Egyptian mafonry, to prove thè exiftence of 

God, 
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God, thè immortality of thè foul, to cónvert 
thè incredulous, and to fuccour and fupport 
thè Catholic faith. He alfo added that, on 
thefe occaiions, he had always an opportunity 
of ftrengthening his belief in God, of invok- 
ing his beneficence, and of experiencing his 
bounty. 

Let us, on thè other hand, hear thè depoli- 
tions of his wife. She declared upon oath 
that many of thè pupils had been prepared be- 
forehand by her hufband, and had their leffon 
given them in regard to every qUeftion about 
which they were to be afterwards interrogated : 
but that Tome however had been chofen and 
brought unawares to him ; and that, in re- 
gard to them, Ihe imagined that he could only 
. operate by thè intervention of magic. She 
alfo added, that he had repeatedly refufed to 
communicate thè means by which he achieved 
thefe operations ; always obferving, that lhe did 
not poffefs fufficient courage and refolution for 
thè fuccels of thè myftery j and that, when he 
himfelf began with -his pupils, he conftantly 
ftruck thè ground three times with his right foot, 
exclaiming, ,£ I do this in confequence of thè 
power which I derive from thè Grand Cophtc !” 
It is to be obferved, however, that, on thefe 
occafions, his labours were entirely direéted 
i towards 
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towards thè advancement of his intereftj for 
he generally flattered his audience by making 
their deceafed relations and friends appear in 
his magic vaje , as enjoying fupreme happinefs ; 
while, on thè contrary, thofe who were his ene- 
mies were condemned to eternai torments. 
Sometimes. alfo he inftruéted his pupils to de- 
fcribe thè good.angels, who appeared to them, 
as pofleffing thè features,' and hearing an exaét 
refemblance to Madam Caglioftro, fo that his 
friends might have a greater attachment to her. 

The gazetté writers of Europe were at great 
pains to ridicule all this, as thè mere trick of a 
juggler } and as for us, who have fo many iti- 
ftances of his impofture before our eyes, wc 
cannot withhold our affent to thè fame opinion. 
Among thè papers belonging to Caglioftro we 
have found two relative to this pretended inter- 
courfe ,with fpirits, which were tranfmitted to 
him during his imprifonment; and which fcem 
to have been written either with a view of de- 
manding information, or of giving an account 
of thè proceedings of his difciples. 

No. I. 

<c ° n th e aoth day of thè 8th month, 

“ The Grand Mailer being employed in his 
5* operations after the ulual ceremonies, the 
“ pupi 1 » before fceing thè angel, faid: 

. “ I find 
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« I find myfelf in a dark room. 

“ I fee a golden fword fufpended over mjr 
«head. 

« I perceive Louth g arrive. 

** He opens his brcaft, and fliews a wound 
« in his heart ; he holds out a poniard to 
« me. 

** G. M. Is he employed in thè fervice of 
** thè Grand Cophte? 

« P. Yes. 

** G. M. What elle do you fee ? 

** P. I fee a ftar. 

<c I fee two. 

« I fee feven. 

« G. M. Proceed. 

« P. Louth g has retired thè fcene 

« changes — I fee feven angels, &c. 

No. IL - 

Extraél from thè proceedings of thè lodge 
held on Saturday, thè i2th dayof thè fecond 
month of thè year 5558. 

All thè mafters, except brother Elias, being 
prefent, 

The operations were direéted by thè ve- 
nerable Saba II. 

Operations. 

After thè ufual proceedings, thè feven an- 
gels, with their cyphers, prefcntcd themfelves 
bcfore thè pupil. 

« P. The 
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te P. The Grand Cophte defcends and 
“ kiffcs his hand j he kifies his hand, and ha9 
“ his cypher on his breaft. 

“ He falutes me with his fword, makes a 
“ circle in thè air, pronounces thè word beloim t 
“ and places thè point of his fword upon thè 
“ earth. 

** G. M. Teli him, in thè moft refpeftful 
** terms, that a particular friend of his, paffing 
“ through this place, is exceedingly defirous 
“ of feeing our lodge at his return ; and that 
“ we are anxious to know his orde» on thia 
<c fubjeft. 

“ P. You may permit him to enter; and, 
*« after fome converfation, Alexander is to be- 
“ gin thè operations. 

“ G. M. Are we to be decorated in our 
« badges ? 

« P. Yes. 

“ G. M. Shall I affili: as Grand M after ? 

“ P. Yes. 

“ G. M. Is Alexander to operate as ufual 
“ by means of thè vaje, or is he to enter into 
ct thè tabernacle ? 

** P. He is to operate in thè ufual manner. 

“ G. M. This lodge is held only in pre- 
<l fence of thè mafters : (hall thè miftrefies affift 
“ at thè next ? 

L, 


« P. Af- 
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« P. Affuredly. 

** G. M. Shall all thè mafters appear in 
“ complete uniform on thè feftival of thè 3<J 
** of May ? 

** P. Yes, all ; except brother Elias, who 
** will be abfent. 

“ G. M. Has he any more orders or inftruc- 
** tions to give us ? 

« P. No. 

** G. M. Do we dare to aflc Vis bleffing ? 

“ P. He ftretches forth his 'hand, and fays 
“ that he gires it to you with all his heart. 

“ G. M. Are thè angels ftill with you ì 

• * P. Yes. 

“ G. M. Throw yourfelf on your kneei, 
** teli them to make their adorations with us, 
** and recommend our lodge to. their ipecial 
“ care. 

** The adorations having been made, thè 
" lodge was inftantly clofed.” 

We ordered Caglioftro to explain thcle pa- 
pers to us: but he faid that, as to thepurport 
of thè fìrft, he himfelf remained in profound 
ignorànce ; for this man', who pretended to be 
infpired, favoured, and proteéted in a parti cu- 
lar manner by God, was obliged' to confels 
that, on this, as on many other occafions, he 
x was 
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ivas cntirely unacquainted with thè meaning of 
his correfpondent. 

As to thè fecondj he pretendecf that it .was 
thè narrative of a vifion that had appeared in 
thè night $ but that he did not beiieve it any more 
s than another, thè account of which was fent him 
from Lyons, in which he himfelf was deferibed 
as having appeared between Enoch and Elias. 

Being unable to penetrate into thè receflès 
of thè human heart, it is impoffible to decide 
on thè veracity of his anfwer : we learn how- 
ever from his ,wife that he ufed to obferve to 
his difciples, if they now dreamed that they 
faw him io thè clouds, thofe dreams would 
be aétually realized hereafter ; for they Ihould 
hereafter, behold him there, furrounded with 
glory. 

We (hall here add a few queftions which we 
alked him upon this occafion. 

Qi Have you ever doubted às to thè pro- 
** priety of exercifing thè rites of your Egyp- 
•** tian mafonry ? 

“ A. Ever lìnee I left London I have been 
** in great doubt whether it was not impro^ 
“ per. 

“ Qi Dìd you ever forbid your difciples to 
“ write to you on this fubjeft while you re- 
“ mained in I.taly ? 

La ** A. Yes. 
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“ A. Ycs. 

«Q;, Why ? 

“ A. Becaufe I knCw that thè rites of thè 
“ Catholic religion vere univerfally praftifed 
“ throughout Italy ; and that, in other coun- 
“ tries, thcrc wcre a variety of religions. 

“ Qi Is thè Egyptian mafonry then in oppo- 
“ fition to thè Catholic faith ? 

** A. I truly think fo ; and principally in 
** that part of it which regards th'e pupi/s. 

u How could you believe that' on thefe 
« occafions, you were affifted by thè fpecial 
** favour of God ? 

M A. 1 do not underftand what you fay — I 
** do not rightly comprehend my own meaning 
** — I can only fay, that I lament my unhap- 
** py fituation, and demand fpiritual affiftance. 
“ I have been led into a hundred thoufand 
“ errors in regard to religion." 

This repentancc however was only momcn- 
tary in ita duration and effeft, being merely 
intended to procure time to ftudy an anfwer. 
When clofely urged on thè fame fubjeft on 
two other occafions, he perfifted in his fìrft de- 
clarations, and attributed his fuccefs to thè fpe- 
ciaf intervefttion and affiftance of thè Divinity. 
However, after perfifting for fome time in 
thefe queftions, and demanding a categorical 

anfwer. 
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anfwer, he again began to prevaricate. Being 
at leqgtb exhortèd to teli thè truth, and to 
manifefjt thè fecrets of his heart, he appeared 
exceedingly agitateci ; and faid, “ that he Jud 
neyer employed thè Devii in any of his opera- 
tions, nor ever madc ufe of any magic or fu- 
perftition whatever.” 

We bave here given a fhort abridgment of 
this part òf his trial ; for it would fili feveral 
volumes if we were to detail thè queftions 
which we made ufe of to make him give a full 
and ampie confeffion. Qur efforts however 
were in vain$ for when he found himfelf prefled 
by thè arguments we made ufe of, he inftantly 
loft his temper, and abufed and menaced thè 
judges who examined him. 

' When thè moft ampie proofs of his impiety 
were adduced, he pretended to juftify himfelf 
in faying, “ I am an sportoli c catholic ; and if 
you do not believe me, I cannot hclp it.” On 
another occafion he exclaimed, **.I am a Ro- 
man Catholic j and if you do not believe thè 
btatific vi/ìon, 1 do.” Being defìrou; to hear 
by what authority he pretended tq haye re- 
ceived his miflìon from God, and thè power 
to malte yfe of his myftipal operations, he re- 
plied, “ that it proceeded from that divine 
aQìrtance which thè Deity had fayoured him 

3 witb. 
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with, as -being a good catholic ; and that he 
had derived his autho'rity from thè power giyen 
in that beatific vifion which Jefus had experi- 
enced before his crucifixion : Ego claritatem 
quam dedijli mibi dedi eis: non prò bis rogo tantum , 
féd et prò eis qui cre.dituri Junt per verbum eorum 
me, ut omnes unum fint.” 

It was objefted that this power was common 
to alt catholics : but he faid that all catholics 
could not make ufe of it, becaufe their belief 
in God was not fufficieritly ftrongj adding, 
that fome on whom he himfelf had conferred 
this power could not fucceed, while others 
nèver failed. 

** Qi. What do you mean by thè beatific 
* c vifton ? 

** A, A fpiritual affiftance, an angelic affift- 

ance, a fupernatural affiftance. 

“ On whom is it conferred ? 

** A. God has given it, does give it, and 
f* Ihall give it to whomfoever he pleafes. 

* ( In what manner does it operate? 

A. In three manners : thè firft is, when 

God makes himfelf vifible, as he did to thè 
** patriarchs ; thè fecond iè, by thè appearance 
U of angels who become vifible to men ; and 
** thè third is, by internai impulfe and infpira- 
f* tion. 

« By 
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“ By what means is this obtàined ? 

“ A. By a conftant union with God, his holy 
“ church, and thè catholic faith j and by thè 
“ ties of faith and charity. When one pofieflfès 
“ all thefe, it is only neceffary to petition for 
u thè divine afliftance with fervent pr-ayer; and 
“ if this is not given to-day, the-time will come 
<f when it lhall be given. 

** Have any now living obtàined this 
“ vifion ? 

“ A. I do not know any one, but I myfelf 
te who am a finner, Who have obtàined it by 
“ means of that internai impulfe, that is to 
“ fay, by thè third manner, which I have juft 
* ( defcribed. 

(t How could a finner, how could à 
(t wretch who has confeffed a perpetuai viola- 
“ tion of ecclefiaftical precepts, and all manner 
(t of iniquities, be able to obtain that grace, 
f< for thè polTeffion of which it is abfolutely 
“ necefla,ry to be always United to God and 
(t to thè Catholic Church ? 

(t A. I never had recourfe to thè Devii; and 
(t if I have béen a finner, God, who is fo com- 
tf pafiionate, has, I hope, pardoned me, 

“ Is it to be fuppofed that God would 
have conférred this beatific vifion on your 
L 4 “ dif- 
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« difciples, many of whom, by your own cón- 
“ feifion, led immoral lives ? 

« A. I am but a man, and cannot therefore 
“ be fuppofed to enter into thè reafons that 
“ have influenced thè Deity — he could Ihower 
** down his grace upon whom he pleafed, even 
“ upon finners.” 

After thefe queftions concerning thè power 
conferred on Caglioftro and his difcipl.es, to 
operate by means of thè pupils, vajes , fcrcens, 
&c. &c. it will not be diffipult to pcrceive 
that thè whole was a bare-faced impofture. 
However, it muft be confefied that he deceived 
a prodigious number of people by means, of 
his pretended myfteries ; and that they re- 
garded him as a fupernatural being who had 
defcended from Heaven. By thefe he was 
looked up to as an Oracle, and revered as a 
model of virtue, wifdom, and power. To 
fuch a height was thè fanaticifm of fome of 
his difciples carried, that he was often ad- 
drefled by thè titles of “ Adored Father and 
Venerable Mailer. ’’ They conftantly kifled 
his hand on approaching him ; and were accuf- 
tomed to kneel before him, and crave his 
benedi&ion : in fine, they were all fubjeét to 
his authority, as if he had been their fovereign. 
We (hall here prefent thè reader with a few 

fpecimens 
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fpecimcns of thè lettcrs that viete addrefled to 
him : thè firft appears to have beco written by 
a perfon Who had left him fome time before, 
and expeded to Tee him again in a few months. 

V My dear and ever beloved Mailer, 

** It feems that, thè ocean was, anxious to ' 
“ prevent our feparation, as we were» eighteen 
** hours at fea, and never arrived at thè place 
*f of our -deilination until thè morning of thè 
“ nth. My fon fuffered greatly during thè 
*( voyage ; but as for myfelf, I had thè happi- 
M nefs to enjay your converfation during thè 
*' whole night. 

te The Eternai has realized thè benediélion 
<* which I received from you yefterday. Ah 
** my dear Mailer ! after God, you conftitute 
** my chief felici ty. 

** The young . - ■ and ■ — ■ 

* c beg to be remembered to you ; and hope 
“ that, by means of your fpecial favour, they 
** will be fome day thought worthy of being 
“ reckóned among thè number of your chil- 
f« dren. ,? 

In another letter one of his difciples thus 
exprefles himfelf : 

“ M. and N. having pointed out thè means 
*? by which I can communicate my refpefl: and 
“ homage to you, thè firii ufe that I malte of 

«* their 
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“ thcir pernii filo n is to throw myfelf at yotir 
“ feet, to offer up to you my whole heart, and 
“ to requeft you to affift me in elevating my 
tf foul towards thè Eternai Being. 

** I fhall not recapi tulate to you, my dear 
" Mafter, what horròfs I experienced when thè 
“ waves of thè ocean carried far diftant from 
(t France thè beft of mafters, and thè moft 
“ powerful of mortals — you well know all my 
“ fufferings J 

** My whole heart and foul ought always to 
ft be open to you, and your virtues and your 
benefits will ever be remembered by them 
** Dcign, fovereign Mafter, tò think on me ; re- 
“ colleft that I have remained ifolated in thè 
** midft of my friends ever lìnee I have loft 
** you } and thè fole and only wilh of my 
heart is to be again United with a mafter all 
“ good, all-powerful, and who can alone com- 
“•municate to me that perfuafion and energy 
<f which render me capable of obeying your 
<f commands, &c. &c, 

“ Your fon and devoted fubjedt 
“ in life or death, 

u Boulogne-fur-Mer, • N.’* 

“ june 20, 1786. 

The third is from one of thè lodges efta- 
bliihed by him ■, and from this wc Ihall give 
i'ome curious extra&s. 

« Sir 
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,f 9 ir and Mailer, 

f( Nothing can equal thè value of your be- 
f< nefits but thè facility with which you confer 
*f them. Your rcprefentatives have made ufe 
of thè keys which you entrufted to their 
“ care ; they have opened thè gates of thè 
** grand tempie, and we have feen thè extent 
** and . thè fplendour of your power, 

“ Europe never beheld a ceremony more 
** holy or more auguft ; and we alfo dare to 
** add, Sir, that never were we more penetrated 
“ with thè grandeur of thè God of Gods, or 
“ more thankful for your fupreme bounties, 
<( than on this occafion. 

“ The adoration and thè operations lafted 
t e during three days ; and, by a rcmarkable 
^‘ concurrence of circumftances, we were af- 
f* fembled to thè number of twenty-feven in 
** thè tempie, thè benediétion was completed 
on thè 27th, and thè adoration continued for 
f‘ fifty-four hours. 

** Our prefent wilh is to lay this feeble ex» 
(t preflàon of our gratitude at your fcet. We 
fe filali not undertake to give a recital of thè 
f( divine ceremony of which you have deignèd 
to make us thè inftruments. We hope how- 
** cver to inforni you of thè particulars by 

« means 
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*' means of one of our brethren, who will pre» 
“ fent thè account with his own hand. 

“ We beg leave however to mention, that, at 
** thè moment when we requefted thè Eternai to 

let us know by mèans of a ftgn whether our 
«« vows and our tempie were agreeable to him, 
“ theLegiflator of thè New Tcftament appear- 
<* ed, without being invoked ; and, after having 
“ given us his benedi&ion, afcended in a blue 
“ cleud, thè fplendour of which was fo glorious, 
“ that thè eyes of thè pupils were dazzled with 
** ir, and could not look at it ftedfaftly, from 
M thè moment that it defcended upon earth. 

*« The two great prophets, and thè legif- 
f* lator of Ifrael, have given us thè moli certain 
f* and unequivocal proofs of their bounty and 
“ proteftion. 

“ Your children will always be happy, if 
“ you continue to cover them with your wingsj 
“ and they are penetrated with thè expreffions 
** which you made ufe of, when you appeared 
“ in thè air to thè pupi], and faid, * Teli them 
<( that I love them, and that I (hall continue to 
** love them.’ 

“ They now offcr up thè vows'*óf their love, 
“ their refpeét, and their eternai gratitude to 
* c you, befeeching that you will grant theprayers 

of 
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** of yourmoft humble, obedient, and refpcftful 
“ difciplcs and-children. 

“ The brother Alexander Ter — — 

** Auguft i, 1756. 

A variety of other letters are written entirely 
in thè fame ftyle and manner ; it may be fairly 
concluded therefore, that, if his difciples ad- 
dreffed him with fo much enthufiafm during 
his abfence, their refpeét and efteem muft 
bave been unbounded in his prefence. Indeed 
he himfelf has acknowledged, that they oftert # 
proftrated themfelves before him, and remain- 
ed in that pofture upwars of an hour. On thefe 
occafions he adted his part with wonderful 
dexterity ; for at thè very time that he was 
gaining their affeólions, by flattering their 
pafiìons, he contrived to exhibit a grave, myf- 
terious, and impofing countenance. In fine, 
he governed and dire&ed them according to 
his inclinations and caprice. 

We lament excecdingly, and from thè bottom 
of our heart, that any clafs of men fhould 
bave fallen into fuch a vile and difhonourable 
vafialage. But, after having read this hiftory, 
will they perfift in their errors ? Will they 
not find fufficient motives for detaching them- 
felves from his bondage, and confefiing their 
delufion ? Will they any longer remain unin- 

formed 
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formcd in regard to thè chara&er of Caglioftro^ 
thè bafenefs of his defigns, and thè wicked- 
nefs of his myfteries ? 

But we (hall once more return to our nar- 
rative. On his firft examination he was violenc 
in his inve&ives againft thè court of France, 
to thè intrigues of which he attributed all thè 
misfortunes that he had experienced linee his 
imprifonment in thè Baftille, and alfo thè de- 
fe&ion of his wife, who had been corrupted 
on purpofe to ruin him j thè truth hoWever 
is, that Madame Caglioftro, inftead of ex- 
periencing fuch a powerful prote&ion, would 
have been reduced to extreme indigence, had 
it not been for thè penfion beftowed upon 
her by thè public treafury. The book of 
Egyptian mafonry, thè fymbols of that wicked 
art, and thè papers of Caglioftro, which form 
lo many convincing and irrefragable proofs of 
his impiety, muft furely remove every fufpicion 
from thè minds of thofe who may have heard 
that either fraud or injuftice were madé ulè 
of againft him. 

He clearly perceived how neceflary it was 
to throw fufpicions on thè authenticity of 
his wife’s evidence, becaufe he Well knew 
that Ihe alone could difeover his moft fc- 
cret crimes, and bring to light thofe ini- 

quities 
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quities of which mankind werc before igno- 
rant. 

Neverthelels he often teftified thè moft 
lively tendernefs and regard forTier, and was 
exceedingly anxious to bave her as a com- 
panion in his confinement. It may be readily 
believed that this demand was refufed by his 
judges j as was aifo another, which was to be 
removed to a larger prifon, and to be allowed 
thè liberty of writing : this latter was un- 
doubtedly intended for thè purpofe of keeping 
up a correfpondence with his friend s, fimilar 
to that which he had carried on during His con- 
finement in Paris. 

Deceived in thefe two projefts, he affeded 
fìncerity, and acknowledged that he had exer- 
cifed thè rites of Egyptian mafonry ; afErming 
that he formerly thought, and ftill ccihtinued to 
think, that this fyftem was Catholic, and that he 
hàd exprefsly made ufe of it as a means of pro- 
pagating our religion. But he foon after re- 
traded thefe fentiments, began to be apprehen- 
five as to thè good refulting from mafonry, 
ànd to exhibit marks of repentance and contri- 
tion. . In addition to his firft demands, he now 
requefted to have fome more linen, a better 
diet, and thè liberty of perulìng fome godly 
book. We made no difficulty in làtisfying 

him 
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him as to the laft arrìde ; and accordingly prtf- 

fented him with ** The Defencè of the Roman 

♦ 

Pontificate, and the Catbolic Church, by P. 
Nicholas- Mary Pallavicini.” In a few days 
after he obfervcd of his own accord, in thè. 
courfe of his interrogatories, that partly from 
his own refleftions, and partly from reading 
of this hook, he was now convinced that, in- 
ftead of contributing to the fervice of religion 
and of the catholic church, his conduft had 
hitherto tended to extend the empire of Satan, 
and to retard the falvation of fouls. 

At length he expreffed himfelf in thè fol- 
lowing terms : “ Overwhelmed as I am with 
horror and repentance, for having fpent forty- 
five years of my life in that miferable fiate 
of perdition and lamentable abyfs of error, I 
am ready, on purpofe to fave my foul, and to 
repair the wrongs that I have committed 
againft religion and the fouls of others, to 
make fuch a declaration or retra&ion as may 
be thought necefiary. 

“ And a? there is an immenfe number 
of my difciplcs in various parts of Europe, 
who at my inftigation have adopted the Egyp- 
tian fyftem of mafonry, and who are fo attach- 
ed to that faith, and fo obedient to my orders, 
that, although they are for the moli pari men 

of 
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of lettera, both cathòlics and heretic», yet 
neither thè argumtnts nar.the perfuafiotis of 
theologians or karned men; can ever turn thern 
afide from thè fyftem which I have taoght 
them — I amready to writc and circuiate thè pre? 
fentdeclaration, as it will tendtoenlightenthem. 

• “ I accordingly - befeech your lordfhips to 
malte thefe my fentiments known to thè Sove- 
reign Pontiff, that his Holinefs may fee that 
I have abandoned my errora. 

“ 1 pardon my enemies» and all thofe who 
have carried onthisprocefs againft me, wellknow- 
ing that it is for thè good of my foul. I alfore- 
commend myfelf to your lordQiips, who have 
treatedme charitably, and have always interro- 
gated me according to thè regular and approved! 
forms of jiifticej a circumftance which I have 
nevcr experienced elfewhere, and which has con- 
tri buted greatly to make me perceive thè fins 
ìnto which I had fallen, and thè miferable fife 
which I have pafied, in error and incredulity, 
during fo miany years.” — ■While fpeaking in this 
xnanner, heappeared conti nually bathedin tears. 
“ I d,ò not deGre,” added he, ** any thing but 
thè falvation .of my foul I am; ready to fubmic 
myfelf, nay I delire thè moft Tevere public 
chaftifementj and Ilhquldwilh thus to expiate 
thè injuftice 1 have co mqpj ttjsd .-agafn ft fo tnany 

- /- - i M „ pejfcjn?. 
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per fon s, and partkularly againft my wife, who 
has alio lived in error through my fuggeftionsj 
for thè part which (he aéted in rrgard to Egyp* 
tian mafonry, refulted folely from my perfua- 
fjons and inftru&ions/' 

• No perfon however believed that he fpoke che 
rea! fentiments of his heart, or that he was in- 
ftuenced to this confeffion by an adtual repen* 
lance. Perhaps he flattered himfèlf by thefe 
means to get rid of thè profecution, and tè 
recover his iiberty. But whatevtr might be 
his motives, this much is certain, that he foon' 
perceived that hewas thè dupe of his own arts; 
for neither his piace of eonfinement nor his 
treatment was altered in any manner whatever. 

His examinations, which had been interrupt* 
ed for fome : time, were afterwards refumed, on 
thè preflìng inftances made by him to be heard 
once more. As thère exifted no motive that 
eould induce thè minifters of juftice to refufe 
him an audience, he had immediate permiflion 
to fpeak his fentiments. He accordingly made 
ufe of that privilege to inform us, that be 
toould' recouht a parafate of two fona, one an 
èidér, afìd thè Othef a yóunger fon. But he was 
informcd that it was fìeither a proper time nor 
place for teliing of parables, and ordered to 
pTéOéed in 'hia dsfence. ' . 1 

- He then, after making a varicty of quo- 

tations 
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t arlotti fcoim thè- hook whiich had beenlent him, 
rdapfe&lòto his fbraiet itàpietifs» and fpoke 
as fóÙofts : r * I underftand thàt thofé who 
hdftò’uftKtir fàthìer and their mother, and refpeét 
thè ibvereign pontifF, are beloved of God } fo, 
in thè fame manner, all that I have dòtte» I 
I have done by thè ordeir of God, by mearw of 
thè power which he has communicated to me ; 
and to thè advantàge of God and his holy 
church : and I am able to givfc prooft of àll that 
1 have faid and done» not only phyfically, but 
morally j for hàving ferved God merely fbr thè- 
lòve of God, and by thè power of God, hé 
entriifted me with a counter-poifon to coir- 
found and combat thè venom of hell ; and if 
I have done wrong, thè Holy Father will pu- 
nirti me j if I have done right, he will recom- 
penfc me j and if his Holinefs had thefe in- 
terrogatories given to him this very night, I 
prophefy that I lhould be fet at liberty to- 
morrow morning.’* 

Oft being defired to.give proofs of his mif- 
lion, hereplied : “ To prove that 1 have been 
chofèrt by God, as an apoftle, to defend and 
propagate réligion, I affirm that, as holy 
chiirch has inftituted paftors to demonftrate 
to all thè World that Ibe alone profefles thè true 
cathoìic'faith, fo I, who have operatcd ineon- 
M z junótion 
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jynftion.with thè pàftòrs of holy chtireh, and by 
their àpprobation, courvfcl, and dire&ion, am f 
as I havc already affcrted, fully juftified in re- 
gard to all my operations. Thofe t,wo paftor» 
who have thus comfortcd me, and afiured me 
that my Egyptian mafonry is of divine origin, 

are — -, and they befides added, that 

it had fo much merit, that thè Sovereign PoncifF 
ought to form an order on ita bafis.” 

He perfifted in tfcefc fubterfuges during hi» 
laft interrogatories. It ought to be obferved, 
however, that. one of thofe paftors • whom he 
mentioned had been for Tome time dead, and 
could not therefore give him th^lyej and that, 
aa to thè other, he was a perfon whom he had 
feduced and deceived by means of a variety of 
impoftures. As to that part jn which he fpeaks 
about forming his difciples in Egyptian ma- 
fonry into a religious order, under thè protec- 
tion of his Holinefs, it is a grofs impofition. It 
is however true, according to thè confeflìon of 
his wife, that his followers at Strafburg wifhed 
hinti to remain along with them, and offered 
to purchafe a houfe which they intended to con- 
vert into a conveht for majóns, and in which they. 
and their wives, who were to live in common 
with all thè difciples, propofed to refide* 

The monftrous contradi&ibns that were ap-, 

„ jparent 
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parent inali h’isanfwers, form a conyinc'mgpfoOf 
that his pretended penkfeo.cc was nothing.fnore 
than.a «nere, fiabterfuge. Durihg h.is "firft .ex- 
ami patipn?, he- confeffed . his errors, afknow- 
ledged thè wrongs which he ; had : cqrnnpitted 
againft thè catholic church, and àvowed that 
hemeriteda Tevere chaftifement j buthefqon 
after changed his fentimepts, and ; once- more 
pretended tobe an apoftle, who, inflamed-with 
jteal for religjop, had laboured to propagate. 4 
fyftem which he fhen thought, and ftjll beljeVed, 
to be gQod, and which has a per fedi conformiti 
to thè precepts of thè church. Notwithftandjng 
all this, in thè courfe of his interrogatoric.s he 
confeffed— 

“ 1. That his fyftem admitted, as a lunda- 
roental bafis, a total indiffercnce, as to thè jeli- 
gion of thè candidates. 

*« 2. That according to his do&rines i.t was 
always enjoined, in cath.Qlic or. non-cathoìjc 
Countries, to attack and to overturn thè ruling 
religion. 

. “ 3. That heretics and catholic? were equally 
honoured in this fociety. 

“ 4. That, lìnee theorigin of his mafonry, hq 
has never believed in that part relative to thè 
phyfical and moral regeneration ; and that one 
M 3 of 
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©fthe paftors whom he mentioned condemnctf 
k as a ridiculous chimatra. 

“ 5. That in -addition, to tkk, he had felt 
fnany fcruples of confciencc in regard to his 
fyftem ; and well knew that in Italy, where thè 
cathoHc rcligion univerfally prevails, mafonry 
is not pfcrmitted. 

“ 6. That at Treni he had adhered to 
thè counfèls of his- confeffor, who had corri» 
manded him to abandon his Egyptian mafònry, 
becaufe it was condemned by two bulls of. thè 
Pope ; that at Rome he had fallèn at thè feet of 
a prieft, and demanded abfolution • and that 
he was determined to accufe himftlf to thè 
Holy Office, but that he had negle&ed to do fb. M * 

Aftfcr thè recapitulation of thefe fa&s, which 
were admitted by himfelf, it will be eafy to 
conceive thè aftonifhing obftinacy, and thè hor- 
rid impiety, with which this man was animateci 
in his zeal for mafonry. 

But it may be here afked, of what religion 
was this wretch, and in what did he really be- 
lieve ? Properly fpeàking, he had no religion 
at all. It appèars at firft that his fyftem tended 
towards deifm ; but, as intereft was thè only divi- 
nity which he worfhipped, he conformed himfelf 
acording to thè time, thè place, and thè perfbns 

with 
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wich whomhe earriedoo w iptercourfe. Thus, 
ia jcompliance with thè exigency of thè cafe, 
he wa* either » deift, an atheift, a materialità 
a Calvinit, a Lutheran, but never a catholic. 
He woold not indeed have hefitated a moment 
to have exhibited an hypocritical compliance 
in regard Co thè duties of that holy religion, if 
he could have drawn any advantage frona it j 
hut he had no occafìon to have recourfe totbis 
expedient, as he lived for thè greater part.of 
his life in thofe countries whejre its bleffings ane 
not experienced. In fine, he abhorred religion» 
whether praticai or theoretical. 

During twenty-feven years of his life he waa 
never perceived to malte thè fign of thè crofs, 
por to exhibit any other mark of religion | and 
during that whole period. he did not approach 
ibe holy facramenc above three times. . Indeed 
it would have been much better if he had ab- 
fiaioed even on thefe occafiona, as he wa$ »a- 
duced to thefe duties by. no other motives than 
.thofe of intereft and fear * whether it was at 
Mdan, with a view to obtain a paflport for thè 
pilgrimage of St. James of Galicia ; in Spain* 
from a dread of thè. Holy Office? or at Treni, to 
deceive thè Frince-Biihop by means of an af- 
ieétcd picty. 

He was a.fiiU tefs diligcnt abfervcr of thofe 
M 4 precepts 
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precepts of thè church which enjoin thè heat^ 
ing of mafs on feftivals, and to faft, and ab» 
fìain fronti Aedi meat, on certain oecafìons. 
Not content, as he himfelf acknowlcdges, to 
Jeave thefe duties- unfulfìlled, he evcn induced 
others to negleét them. In thè courfe of his 
hiftory we Have had frequent opportunities to 
fee with what wickednefs he expreffed himfelf 
on all oecafìons as to morality, adultery, chafti- 
ty, and other Cardinal points of our. religion. 
The impious life which he led, and thè prin- 
ciples of that fyftem which he propagated, make 
us fufficiently acquainted with thè maxima 
which he himfelf cherifhed, and wilhed to pro- 
pagate. 

This is thè proper place to give an account 
of dii thè execrable doólrines which, he uttered 
duringhis laft refidence in Rome. His judges 
have beenoccupied in colledting thè proofs j but 
we (hall not here recapitulate them» as it would 
be highly improper io fcandalize thè public 
by the recapitulatiqn. of fuch blafphemies. It 
is neceflary, however, that we'lhould mention 
three circumftances. - 

The fìrft is, that on-all oecafìons he manifefted 
thè moli obftinate hatred and contempt for thè 
catholic religion, its minifters, and ceremonies. 
He attacked thè majefty and perfe&ion of God, 
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the.tìivtnity of Jefus :Chrift, .bis . .dcath, thè 

gpaftd work of redempttorì, the-virginity, of 

Mafy, thc efficacy òfthe facramcnti, thc. digs I 

ntty of thè chvuxb:j m (hort, every- thing thit ii ‘ , 

moft venerable and moft refpeéted either in 

hetveè or o n earth, 

• The fecond, -that, according to thè evidence 
of a great numbcr of witnefles wbo bave con* 
yCrfedwich him.themfelves, or ; known others 
who bave done fo, he is unanimoufly repre» 
fcnted- “ as a man deftitute of religion, whofc 
prirtciples are entirely corrupted, who does not 
believje in any thing; and onewh§ ifigenerally 
confi dered as an athei.ft, an impofljcfr, a c-heat, 
a.-heretic, a deift, &c. abfolutely de»o^d of eyery 
principle of religion and morality.”; , ; 

The third is > : that, althoygh he ftrenuoufly 
dehied all thefe imputacions, yet he has beea 
pbliged to confcfs- à Variety of .citcumftances, 
whicb fufficiently indicate bis guilt,,, Iti$ to be 
■obfèrved alfo, that he objeded to thfcffiftifpony 
of his own wife, and all the.wittiefljesjftdduced 
agaiaft him, foipetimes on ohe ’ prettnce and 
fometimes on another, although d\ey were for 
thè moft part people, of birth, fortune, and 
education, againft whom no juft accufation 
pojuld be broughu Whèn one family in parti- 
fular yrcre mcntipned, he had thè. irppudence 



tyq , n .“t H'ft var 

toafifcrttKat ibey were hisi de ter mi ned enemen, 
Oft àflòount- of bis havipg wiOobftrated agaioft 
thè ir atcacbmcntto ihcatrica) amuiements, «hi eh 
he had repief^nted as beingfubverfive of mo- 
rality, and -thè- embolie religion. 

His trial being at length finilhed, k «ras 
lek to his own diferetion, cither to etnpioy thè 
eotuiièllors ufually allottai to criminals, © t to 
ehpoiè otbersj but he was coment ed with thè 
firft. 

The knawledge and abiìities of Signor GaS* 
tarlo Bernardini, an advecnte of acknowledged 
vorth and charaéter, employed in defencn of 
thofe -aecufed before theHòly Incjwifttion, ren- 
idered him every way capaWeof undertaking his 
defence. Buù to take away from thè prifóner 
tvery pretencè for éalumniàtinrg thè tribunal and 
thè jtìdges, as he had forrrièrly done in other 
coumriesy-it was thougbt proper to join tothe 
firft «he- meft noble -Signor: Charles Look 
Conftantini, ad vocale for thè poor in all thè 
tribunals^ at Rome. Th© «orld is wcll ac- 
^oainted wkh thè charky, die zeal, and «bove 
idi thè talenti and abiìities, «ieh which he «f- 
«eeifes this dignified emplofment. 

■ But Caglioftro did not flnd in tbele defenders 
thè fame kind of advecaces which he had «*- 
perienced dorìng his fermer trials. Far from 
i feconding 
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(èconding histricks and impoftores', they fpoke 
to him in thè languagcof truth, and ftjewed hi® 
thè bad ftate of his caufe, and of bis canfciencc. 
He began to perceive thè un happy end to 
which his obftinate impeniterice and perfeve* 
fante in error werc ready to condu&hipn. He 
therefore requeftcd fpiritual fu eco w and inftruc-* 
lion; thefe vere accordi.ngly provitjed forhim, 
and he was put under thè guidarle of a. karoed 
and devout prieft, After thè ftrft \nterviéw, 
thè culprit exhibited thè moft liyely marks of 
edntrition and repentance, and perfifted after- 
wards in thè fame fentiments. 

' In thè mean time his defencc was. prepar ed 
and publifhed. This pleading, at onè and thè 
fame time, exhibited thè takotsof his counfel, 
and thè bad ftate of his caufe. ... . . 

At length thè day for patti ng judgnaent ar- 
. r,ived. This was preceded, like aM thè reft of 
thè .procefs, by thè ippft fcrupulpus#^ rigproi» 
fbrms of juftice which are in ufege ia pljrofdi'» 
pary criminal tribunals. They prove thè exa4fc 
and circumfpeft adminiftration of thè laws ? and 
evince to thè culprits that they are not op«t 
demned without thè moft minute and laborious 
inveftigation. 

The procefs was then carried befòre thè 
General Affembly of thè Holy Office on 

thè 
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thè 2 ift of March 1791 ; and accordìng ter 
cuftom, beforc thè Pope on thè 7th of ' Aprii 
following. 

The judgment did not'merit a long and 
laboriovs difcuffion. Caglioftro himfelf had 
avowed, and thè moli convincing proofs had 
demonftrated, that he was thè reftorer and prò* 
pagatori of Egyptiap mafonry in many parta of 
thè world ; that he had exercifed this fyftem 
at Rome; and that he had admitted twt> per- 
fons into- its myfteries. 

- It was in v^in that he- endeavotired to malte 
ufe of thè fentiments and authority of thofr; 
who faid that thè pains and -punifhment award- 
ed againft even an obftinate heretic, oùghtco 
be commuted whenever he evinced unfeigned 
marksof contrition, 

- It was in vain that he wifhed tò derive aq 
advantage frónti thè recent figns of repentatrce 
which he had exhibitéd ; thè ediéfc of thè cóun-» 
eìl of ftate, which we have me'ntioned in thè 
preceding chapter, could hot be difpenfed wich. 
Thepainsof deathexprefslyawaftied there ought 
in a particular manner to-be infli&ed on a man; 
who in all concerns, whether ecclefiaftical or 
fecular, had given himfelf up to e-very manner 
of wickednéfs, and might jtìftly bc conG- 
dered as one of thè moft • pernicious membcrs 
of fociety. 

But 
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/ But his deftiny was ponfided to perfons ani- 
n\ated with thè nobleft fentiments j to men 
whofe. hearts were warmed with thè rays of that 
beneficence and ind'ulgence.which religion al* 

0 ways inculcates, and with.which thè confuttors of 
thè Holy Inquifition bave ever been infpired. 

It is allo to be obferved, that thè definitive * 
judgment was referved for thè confideration of 
thè great Pius VI. who in thè courfeof his 
glorious pontificate has ever United thè charac- 
ters of a juft and a clement prince. He was not 
anxious for thè death of a finner ; but, on thè 
contrary, wiflied that he (hould have time al* 
lowed him for repentance. 

. Hcrtfollows thè judgment pronounced by thè 
Supreme Oracle, on theperfon of Jofeph Balfa- 
• mo: it entirelyaccords with juftice, equity, pru- 
dence, religion, and public tranquillity ; and is 
equally calculated for thè dominions of thè 
Pope, and all thè chriftian world. We fhall 
therefore give an exaét tranfcript of it. 

. “ Jofeph Balfamo, attainted and convifted of 
many crimes, and of having incurred thè cen- 
fures and penalties pronounced againft formai 
beretics, dogmatifts, herefiarchs, and propaga* 
t.ors of magie and fuperftition, has been found 
guilty, and . condemned to thè cenfures and 
penalties denounced . as well by thè apoftolic . 

laws 
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fcrtrt of Cletìnfent XII. and óf Benedift XlVi 
agàinft thofe who in any manncr whatever, fa- 
vour or form focieties and conventides of free 
mafons, as by thè edift of thè council of ftaté 
j againft thofe who are guilty of this crime at 
Rome, or any other place under thè dominion 
<rf thè Pope. 

** Notwithftanding this, by way of fpecial 
gracè and favour, this crime, thè expiation 
, ef which demands thè delivery of thè culprit 
Over to thè fecular arm, to be by it punifhed 
with death, isi hereby changed, and commuted 
into perpetuai imprifonmeht, in a fortrefi wheffc 
thè culprit is to be ftrittly guarded, without any 
hope of pardon whatever. And after he (hall have 
made abjuration of his offences, as a formai 
heretic, in thè place of his imprifonment, • he 
lhall be abfolved from ecclefiaftical cenfures j 
and certain falutary penance is to be prefcribed 
tò him, to which he is hereby ordered to fub- 
mit. 

K The manufcript bòok which has for ita 
title * Egyptian Mafonry/ is folemnly ' con- 
demned, as containing rites, pfopofitions, a 
dottrine and a fyftem which open a road to fc- 
dition, as tending to deftroy thè chriftian reli- 
gion, and as being fuperftltiòus# impious, he-' 
rttìcal, and abounding in bkfphemy : téla 
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book /hall therefòre be burnt by thè hand of thè 
hangman j and alfo all thè other books, inftru- 
ments, fymbols, &c. &c. appertaining and be- 
longing to this fe&. 

•r By a new apoftolic law, we (hall confirm and 
reftew not only thè laws of thè preceditig pon- 
ti fFs -, but alfo thè edtét of thè cooncil of ftate, 
which prohibits thè focieties and conventides 
of free mafons, making particular mention of 
thè Egyptian feft, and of another vulgarly 
called thè Illuminated ; and we {hall enadk 
thè moft grievous corporei punilhments, and 
principally thofe provided for heretics, agnini! 
whofoever (hall afTociate, hòld cortifnumcation 
with, or protedt, thefe focieties.” 


CHAP. 
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C H A P T E R IV. 

Omceming thè badge of Free Majans difcovered at 
Rome. 

W E have already obferved that thè go* 
vernment of Rome, while watching 
thè motions of Caglioftro, had difcovered a 
lodge of free mafoas inftituted in that capitai : 
thè houfe in which thefe orgies were celebrated 
is fituate in thè quartcr called thè Holy Trinity 
of thè Mountain. 

On thè very night after thè detention of 
Caglioftro, thè officers of juftice vifited this 
lodge. But it was eafy to perceive that thè 
members had received intimation of their dc- 
fign : for they had been attentive to their per- 
fonal fecurity, and had carried away thè em- 
blems and inftruments of mafonry, as well as a 
great part of thè papers and thè books relative 
to their myfteries, which perhaps contained 
fecrets of great importance. 

Notwithftanding this, thè few articles that 
were fuffered to rcmain, more efpecially their 
regifter, joined to thè depoiìtions of a multitude 

of 
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óf wéll-informed perfòns, gàve us a thorpùgh 
infight into thè origin, thè eftablìlhment, and 
various other particiilàrs coricerning tHìs lodge.' 

l.f we had followèd thè naturai order òf thè 
Narrative, we ihould have recapitulated thèie 
circumftances in Chap. II. where we havè 
givén àn abridgment of thè hift'ory of 1 mafonry 
in gèheral : but it has been judged expedient' 
to mentiòn thefc particulars ' here, that 'we’ 
might not interrupt thè account òf thè' perfori al 
éxpìoits of Caglioftro. • • • 

( The fouiiders of this lodge werè feven in 
number, five Frenchmen, ari American, and a 
Pole ; all of whom were previoufly iriitiatèd in 
òther lodges. Sighing at thè hbtrid idea,* 
às they fay in thè book thàt contains thè fe- 
cords of their ' prodeedings, u of living in 
darknels, and of being unable to make any 
progrefs in true fcience, we have detérmined 
to find out a facred arid erilightened fpot, 
diftant from thè profane e^e of mankind ; to 
whom it (hall remain cternally fecret and im- 
penetrable, and in which union, harmoriy, and 
peace, (hall fbr ever reign.’* 

This' refpeSìable inftitution, which afterwards 
alTumèd t|ie title of thè Lodge of thè Re- 
union of True Friends,* was hèld in thè houfe 
already alluded toj in which thè firft affembly 
N took 
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took place on thè ift of No verri ber 1787, and 
conti nued afterwards once or twice a week: 
fometimes howfever, but rarely, they held their 
meetings in another houfe. 

From thè firft moment of their inftitution thejr 
began to make profelytes ; they admitted candi- 
datcs who had not been received into any other 
fociety, and gave permiffion to thè members of 
other lodges to aflìft in quality of vifitors. 

Soon after this lodge alfo fent its vifitors to 
other focieties ; and thefe were provided with 
certificates and fecret inftrudtions, wbich are 
not explained in thè regifter. 

Their numbers began to increafe with great 
rapidity, as they admitted young and old, 
married men and bachelors, Italians, French, 
Ruffians, Poles, Englith, &c. who were ai- 
ready afifociated with other lodges; fuch as 
thofe “ of thè Perfedt Equality of Liege 
** thè Patriotic Society at Lyons ;” ,c thè Se- 
cret and Harmonious of Malta f * thè Coun- 
'cil of thè Eledt at Carcalfona j” “ thè Concord 
of Milan }” “ thè Perfedt Union of Naples 
and thè other lodges at Warfaw, Paris, and 
London, enumerated in their journals. The 
vifitations of all thefe are entered and particu- 
larifed in thè regifter; but their names, fur- 
names, and qualities, are confided to other 
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books appertaining to thè lodge. Several par- 
tkulars are however indicated by tneans of 
myftedous and equivocai phrafcsj which, with- 
©ut doubt, ifrere looked upon to be of great 
importance, as they did not choofe to haaard 
thè detail and explanation of them in any of 
thdr proceedings. 

, That this lodge might be eftabliffied with 
all thè neceflary formai ides, they thought it 
prò per at ics cQmmencement to procure thè» 
approbation of thè mother lodge at Paria» 
For this purpofe they requefted and received 
from that lodge thè ftatutes, inftruiflions, and/ 
regulations, for ics exterior and interior go- 
vernment and polke, and allo for thè conduci: 
of its members. They fent weekly tò thè 
mother lodge not only an exadt and authentic 
lift of thè members, affociates, ranks, and. 
Officiai diftin&ions, ,but alfo of thè bufmefs 
concluded and agreed upon in thè courfe of 
every feffion. They had a deputy, who refided • 
at Paris as thè reprefentative of thè lodge ; and 
by means of him they carried on an uninter- 
rupted correfpondence with thè lodge or Oriertt 
there. On thefe occafion,s they never made' 
tife of thè poft for tranfporting their letters, 
but of fpecial' meflengers cxprefsly prOvidod 
for that purpoiè, 
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. The mother. lodge alfofent them frequené 
Inftruftions for thè regulation of thè afFairs of 
thè fociety, and patents and certificates fot* 
foch of thè brotberbocd as defired them. Everjr 
fix months, with thè moft myfterious formai jty 
and thè moft ferupulous fecrecy, thè mother 
lodge ifiued out to thè fubordinate lodges a 
vtàteb-word \ which was communicated to all 
the-membersj and by which they difeovered 
«ach other, at any time, place, or fìtuation, to 
be true free mafóns. 

Every year they were ordcred to fend an 
offering or prefent to thè Orient at Paris, as a 
contribution for maintainirìg thè fplendour and 1 
dignity of thè common centre of thè mafonic 
tinion. In Nevémber 1789 'that lodge de-’ 
,manded an extraordinary gratuitous free -offering 
from that ab Rome ; on account of which 
all thè brotberbood were taxe <5 at a crowa’ 
a-head : thè fum fent amounted to eighty 1 
crowns. 

Befides thè correfpondence with thè mother ' 
lodge, that of Rome carried on an intercourle 
tfriththofe of Lyons, Malta, London, Naples, - 
’MdBn a, Palermo, &c. Many memorandums are 
iaferted in thè regifter of letters received from 
thoiè lodges, ■ and read by thè venerable grand 
mailer, or thè fecretary : mention is alfo made 

Of 


Digitized by LjOOQle 


C OVìt T CÀO l i 0-S f R O. , Y&t 

óf thè ànfwers fènt-; nothing howevér is lefc 
that indicates thè precife objedt of thi$ corre* 
lpondence. J' - , 1 ' 

Among other things, it had been .propofed 
to tend all thè ftatutes of this fubordinate lodge 
to that of Paris, lo that thè regulations mighc 
:be printed ; and ic was alfo requefted that 
permifiìon . might be given for thè admiffion 
of female members. But thè fear of de» 
teftion precluded thè firft fchcme ; and as 
to thè fecond, it was fufpended on account 
of thè difficulties that thè lodge would be 
lubjetì: to by receiving candidates of ano* 
ther fex. Mention is aifo made in thè regifter 
of thè arcbives kepi under three locks j -in which 
thè ftatutes, thè myfterics, and thè fymbols, 
tranfmitted from Paris to Rome are prefervedj 
and allo all thè moft interefting fpeeches prò* 
nounced in thè lódge either by thè grand 
mailer, or any of thè members : among otherri 
there is one mentioned under thè name of 
Romulus and Remus. • ‘ . 

There is nothing in thè Roman lodge, either 
in regard to thè ranks, gradations, offices, or 
eeremonies, in which they effentially diffei* 
from other inftitutions of a limitar kind. Like- 
thè reft of thè lodges in all parts of thè world,' 
they had their different clafles 7 or degrees* tb* 
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which thè members afpircd in fucceffion ; (beh 
u apprentice, journfyman, mailer, mailer 
elcél, and, laftly, Scottilh mailer. }t appeartf, 
however, that io this lodge they nerer con-» 
ferred but thè three firft degrees, and nò peri 
fon was admitted who was not well known co 
die members ; and it was alio necefiary that he 
foould be approved by'means of two {inani- 
mous fcrutinies. 

The apprentice before he became a journey- 
man, and thè journeyman before he became a 
mailer, was obliged to undergo a probationary 
trial of three months, and give thè moft ex. 
plicit proofs of bis aetachmcnt and zeal for 
thè order. 

The members were fubjeét to a contri but ioq 
proportionate to thè rank which they heldj 
and this contribution was larger or fmaller, 
according to their iltuation in fife. The fee 
paid by an apprentice amounted to twenty, 
twelve, or eight crowns j that of a journeyman 
was feven, five, or three ; and that of a mafter 
was eight, fu, or four crowns, The free ma- 
fons of other lodges who wifoed to be affiliateti 
with this, paid after thè rate of a mailer, Be- 
fides this, each member paid half a Roman 
crowo evcry three months, and three faoH 
(jyery four weeks, for tha fupport of thè ordinar/ 
6 ■ _ eftabliih- 
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: éftablHhmcnt of thc lodge: half a crown was 
. alfo paid for thè free mafons feaft, which was 
! celebrated monthly, on a certain day previ- r 

V oufly agreed upon. 

Thofe who chofe to furnifh themftlves with 
certificates andpatents, were obliged topay an 
v vidditional half crown ; thofe who were abfent 
. ; from thè meetings without leave were fìned 
three potili two if they gave notice of their in- 
• tentions j and qné only, if they arriVed a quar- 
terof an hour afr?r-the rime agreed npopti. In 
; fine, befides all thefc, àt.every meeting thèy; 
made a colleftion , tcrwhióh evèry perfon eòi*'*. 
; tributed what he pleafed. 

| Hcre follows thè lift of thè officers of thè 

. fociety : • ' 

1. The Venerable, or GrandMafter.' 

The Superintendant, or Deputy 'Grand 
p- . ; v • Mafter, ' ; vy 5 .'v 

. 3. The Terriblè. 

4. The Mafter of thè Ceremonies. 

. ’ •.4. Th&e Treafurer. 

. ; • ••' Almoner. 

Secretafy. 

■r • ,*fL : ;Thè Oratòr» or Expert Brother. 

■;/ V;..V '.jfvTli'ef Venerable, or Grand Mafter, prefidesin 
• '-Ijjlr thè ìodges j and in his abfence thè Super--. 
•••• • - V N 4 intend- 
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intendant, or Dcputy Grand Mafter, takes thè 
chair. 

The Terrible receives and qondu&s thè can- 
didates when they are abòuc to be admitted 
members -, and thè naqne of Terrible is given 
to him becaufe he endeavours to inijpire thè 
mafons eledl with dread. 

. ■ Thq Mafter of thè Ceremonies is employe4 
in .inftruéting thè novices, in diredttnj» thè fcru- 
tiny, and in circulating thè poor’s box. 

The Superintendants annoupce thè nanpes of 
thofe who wifh to be introduced, and conduét 
them to thè feats to which they are entitled 
by their rank. The Orator, or Grand Expert, 
is eroployed in delivering a fpeech pp thè ad- 
mifliòn of candidatcs, and alfo on St. John’q 
day, thè prote&or of mafons ; he is to recai to 
thè minds of thè brotherhood their duty op 
thefè folemn occafiops { in which partiqular he 
is alfo to inftruft thè ignorant. 

The Treafurer receives all thè taxes, contri- 
butions, a'nd fines; àpd thè Almoner all thè 
money that is gathered frpm thè vplpntàry •' 
donations of thè members. The firft jof&hefe ' 
officers is obliged to give a ftrift actounÉ ;qf 
his expencesj thè fecond is not obliged togive 
àny account at all, but is allowed to c^iftributSe. ■: 
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thè ali/is cntircly according to his own difcre« 
tion, 

. As to, thè Secretary, it is his bufinefs to 
jnfpect thè patents and certificates, to regifter 
thè proceedings of each meeting, and tp read 
and verify thè bufinefs of thè preceding one, 
fo that its authepticity may be rendered unirn- 
peachabie. 

The alterpations, thè difputès, and thè of-» 
fences of thè brotherhood are fettled and deter- 
pnined in thè lodge, The ordinary penai ties 
are pecuniary fines, fufpenfions from office, 
?nd fometimes degradation. He who betrays 
thè fecrets of thè focipty is menaced with thè 
indignation of all thè members, with perfecu- 
tion, and even with death, It does not how- 
pver follòw from this, that thefe threats bave 
ever been carried into execution. Some in- 
ftances of penarne are inferted in thè procéed- 
jngs ; but thè faults or crimes for which they 
yvere infli&ed are not mentioned. 

The Roman lodge was compofed of two 
chambers, or halls, appertaining to thè houfc. 
The firft was called (( thè Chamber of Reflec- 
tiòns ;” it was hung entirely with black. On 
a table a death' s head was placed ; above which 
^ere two ipfcriptions in thè Frpnch language • 
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thè meaning of which was not generali^ undér- 
ftood. 

The fecond apartment was called ** The. 
Tempie}” and it was adorned in a dìfferent 
manner, according to thè rites that were to be 
performed in it. However, it was on all oc- 
cafións provided with a throne, on which thè 
Venerable conftantly fat} feveral ertiblems of 
mafonry were fcattered up and down upón thè 
walls : among thefe were thè fun, thè rhoon, 
and thè ftàrs. On thè two fides of thè thròné 
feveral magniflcent pillars were placed; and 
óppofite to thefe thè brotherhood Vere ranged 
in order, each of them wearing his lea- 
thern arroti -, about his neck alfo was a black 
jribbon, in form of a deacon’s (Iole } and in 
bis hands, which were covered with a pair of 
white gloves, he brandilhed a nakcd fword, a 
hammer, or a compafs, according to thè differ- 
ent formalities prefcribed, by thè inftitutions. 

When thè lodge was opened, they treated 
about thè ecónomicai regulations of thè fo- 
ciety, difplayed thè prefents which they had 
received from other lodges, nominated or 
accepted of a new brother, At moft of 
thefe meetings they were accuftomed to re- 
Cejve one of thè profane } for fo they termed 

all 
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«Il thofe who wet* not of their fociety; or «a 
•pprentice wasadmitted to thè rank of a jour» 
oeyman, or a journeyman to that of a mafter. 

We filali here rècapitulate thè ceremonies 
«nade ufe of at thè reception of an apprender, 

One of thè frrotherbood, whofe face was con» 
cealed by meant of a mafie, received thè candì* 
date at thè outer gate, and condufìed him into 
thè Cfoamber of Refleftions, which was lighted with 
a folitary taperof yellow wax^The Tcrrible then 
defired him to betake himfelf to bis medi tationa 
while he remained in that apartment ; and foon 
after prefented him with three queftions, to 
tyhich he demanded an anfwer in writing. 

Thcfe queftions related to a man’s duty to 
God, to fociety, and to himfdfi and each can- 
didate anfwered them aecording to his judg* 
ment during thè fiiort period allowed by thè 
man in thè mafie for that purpofe. On his 
return he carried thè queftions, with thè an- 
fwers annexed, to thè tempie, and prefented 
them to thè Venerable j and then making hit 
appearance once more, he ordered thè candi- 
date tù lay afide his buckles, his watch, hit 
iword, his money, and every article of metal ; 
to kneei on his Itft knee, and to ftrip hit 
flioulder and left arm. 

In this fituation thè candidate it condufted 

IO 
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thè .tempie with a bandage over hià eycs* 
Jieing ordered. to faliupon his. kpees before thè 
Venerabili, after a. va<iety of qjueftions concernr 
log his nutrie, his fumarne, his country, and 
thè reafons for wifhing co be received into thè 
fpciety, he. is .condufted feveral times ground 
thè tempie ; and hears, during that ceremonyi 
a terrjble and alarraing noife. Being then 
once more brought before thè throne of thè 
Venerable, and again defired to kneel, hp 
fwears on thè Evangeli fts, or on thè /word of 
fconour, tó preferve thè moft inviolable fecrccy 
jn regard to whateyer qoncernp th.efociety, and 
thè moft implicit obediepee to all its regula? 
tions. Qn this occafion one of thè brethren 
recites thè formula of thè oath, .and thè mafoi} 
eleft : repeats. it word by word ; promifing rathef 
to fuffer thè moft excruciating tormenta, thaij 
violate or betray any pf thè fecrcts confimynjy 
cated tò him. ' ' ^ 

; The bandage is then takep from his eyes, an<| 
he finds himfelf in thè midft of thè brotherhood^ 
whoareall dadin their whitegloves and aprons, ’ 
each holding at thè fame time a naked fword, 
with thè ppint turped tqwards him, Then thè 
Venerable, laying one hand on thè head Qf thè 
candidate, and with thè other ftriking thè tablq 
threc • times yvith his hamrper, dcclate$ -him a 

/ree 
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fiee ^'ihàforrìifcprenUce ; faying ' at thc fame time; 
“ All thefc- fwords which you fee aróund you 
ihall be emplòyed ìh your defènce if you prove 
feithful to'tBefódféj andlhall be turned agàinft 
you ìf you‘ prove unfàithfuK’* 
v.^Tbe new appirtìittée, after this, embràtts alf 
thè brothers, and receives 'àii* apron, and thè 


otlier attributes 'of mafonty i thc Venetable, 
or tfie Orator, then addleffes-him ih a fpeedi 
inftruétive of his duties, and pnefents him with' 
two pair of gloves, one for* bimfélf, and ano- - 
thcr for •' his > fwéètheart ; after' which hè ’ ii 
«aught the jìgtis, thè Jìgnals t and ■ thè wordi, by 
which he can make himfelf known to thofe o$ 
his brethreft -Of thè fame rank ' with htm- 
felf. At length thè ceretnony ends with a gene- 
rai fhout of joy ;• and thè members adjourn to a 
fiupper provided at thè expence of and in ho- 
nour of ithe new' brother. 

The rank of journeyman is conferred in thè- 
fame' manner, and almoft with thè : fame cere-' 
monies. They renew their firft.oath, and learn 


qther Jignsj Jìgnals, andwords ; by which they* * 
know how to diftinguifh jòurn^ymen free tnafons. 

The third rank, which is that of mailer ma- 
fon, requires formalities of .a mòre ferious 
nature. The candidate for that rank . entersr. 


thè tempie, without • being blindfolded $ 
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he , beholds every thing around him clad Ifl 
black, and thè apartment lighted up with é 
fingle taper. After this, fevcral myfterious and 
fymbolical ceremonies take place ; thè mafie* 
eleft ». then condufted three tiraci around thè 
tempie by thè Terrible, who holds thè point 
of a naked fword againft his breaft, but with** 
out wounding him j he afterwards defìres hin* 
to meditate on what he feea fofpended front 
thè roof of thè tempie ; on this thè candidate 
looking up, beholds tbrtt dediti s beads, and un* 
der each of them human bones croffing ea$h 
other, with frumento asm, painted aa a motto 
beneath. 

After having made three turni round thè 
apartment thè candidate is cooduéted to a cof* 
fin, when being dcfired to croft his lega, he 
is forced to lay down upon a matrafs placed in> 
thè infide, and being covcrcd with a black 
cloth, thè brethren walk round htm, and per- 
forai a variety of ceremonies. Being after- 
wards taken up, he renews thè acctiftomed oath 
' of fidelity and obedience, is taught thè figns, 
Jtgnals, and morde, which diftinguifh his rank j 
he goes round to all his brothers and embraces 
them, and then places himfelf among thè 
mafters. 

Thefe are thè ufual and ordinary ceremonies 

made 
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made ufe of od thè admiffion to thè different 
ranks and degrees of free mafonry ; and with 
a very little variation thè fame take place' at 
this day in all thè lodges of Europe. It hap- 
pens howevcr fometimes that .they vary and 
jalter them according to thè caprice, or thè 
inclination, of thè grand mafter j thus it is well 
koown that in thè Roman lodge,- among thè 
queftions to a certain candidate before thè 
oath was tendered, thè following interrogatory 
was put : « Are you difpofed to obey every 
thipg that ihall be cammanded by thè lodge» 
even although it Ihall be contrary to religion 
and to thè fovereign authority ?” On having 
difcovered thè moft lively indignation at thi» 
propoli tion, thè Venerable added, “ that it was 
nothing more than a fimple queftion, and that 
they.neither talked of religion nor of govern- 
ment while thè lodge was open.” 

It ia well known that» on receiving a can- 
didate into thè degree of apprentice in ano- 
ther fociety, they obliged him to make his te£* 
tament, that he might be intimidated by thè 
fear of death j and as he was an ignorant per- 
fon, thè Venerable endeavoured to add to 
his fright by thè repetition of thè following fen- 
tences : 

PaTiTi 
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Petite & accipietis ; 

Quirite & invenietis ; 

Pulsate & aperietur vobis. 

In fine, a third perfon on a fimilar occafiort , 
was Éurced to make his confeflìon to a perfon 
who clothed himfelf for that exprefs purpofe 
in thè habit of one of thè regolar orders, and 
during this ceremony he was placed in a kind 
òf confeffional “ in thè chamber of refle&ions.” 

We;cannot hcre recount with precifiony 
cither thè words or thè figns by which thè 
mafons diftinguifh each other; for, as we 
have already faid, thefe vary according to thè 
diffferent lodges, artd thè difFerent ranks of 
thè refpeéttve members ; and befides this* 
ihey are all changed, and new ones ordained, 
according to thè infttuftions received from 
( time to .time from thè mother lodge. 

,- We can allure thè reader however, that thè 
words are allegorical, and generally have a 
refercnce to , thè mechanical part of mafonry, 
and to thè building of Solomon’s Tempie, as 
Tubalcain, Booz, Mak-Benat, Shiboleth, 
JoAKIM, BoAZ, AdONIRAM, &C. > * 

As for thè figns, they confili for thè moli 
part in motions of thè hand, of thè face, thè 

neck. 
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hcck, and thè breaft, or in fqucezing thè hand 
or thè finger of a brothér. 

Thus we have detailed all thè pàrticulars 
concerning thè lodge inftituted at Rome. If 
Vrc are not able to dévelope thè whole of thè 
fecrets and myfterics made ufe of, ànd alfo of 
thè principal objeét and defign of thè members, 
it muti be recolleéted that they were but tpo 
well and faithfully informed of thè fteps taken 
by thè Holy Office to bring them to juftice. 
It was owing to this, that they h’ad time to 
fecrete thè moft important of their books and 
papera, and that thè principal rnembers, who 
Could alone have folved thè enigma , were en* 
abled to efcape from thè vigilance of thè po- 
lice j for thè lodge being entirely modero, and 
founded bxit a few years fince, it is extremely 
probable that its fecrets were entrufted to only 
a chofen few. It will however occur to every 
perfon of common fenfe, who happens to read 
•and to weigh thè fa£ts contained in this hiftory, 
that folly, fuperftition and impiety are thè dif- 
tinguifhing chara€teriftics of thofe focieties at 
prefent known in Europe by thè name of 
Free Mafons. 

Let us return thanks to Heaven for furnilhing 
us with thè means of rendering abortive thè 
•firft attempt for introducing this folly and im- 
O piety 
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. piety into our capitaf ! The irrevocable wòrd 
of God hath promifed, notwithftanding thè 
fnarcs of hell, that. thè faith fór which our 
Lord Jefus hath fpent his preciouj blood, {hall 
always retnain pure and unpolluted in thè 
church of St. Peter. The efficacious prò» 
te&ion of thè Holy Apoftles who have pro- 
pagated, fuftained, and defended it at thè ex- 
perice of a glorious martyrdom j thè zeal of a 
paftor who watches perfonally over thè fafety 
of his flock, and who does not fpare any of 
thè means that can be fuggefted by human wif- 
dom { have preferved ut till now, and ren- 
der us fecure in regard to thè future, againft 
thè enterprifes of thofe devouring wolves, who 
would furprifè and fwallow us up alive. 

We truft that it will pleafe God, that ali 
thè refi of thè world, convinced by thè un- 
fpeakable miferies of thè prefent times, may be 
enabled to deliver themfelves from (his darv» 
gerous contagion ! 
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Omampntéd by a ftriking refemblance of his Majefty inrhis Parlittnentary 
* Robes, thè Arm® of thè Peers, and Orders of Knighthood, eleganti/ 
andaccurately, engraVed upon a new fet of Platea printed on a Superine 
Paper ; thè Letter-Prefs alfo on a new Type j being thè cheapeft, lsiteft, 
and moft complete Work of thè kind extant ; 

KEARSLEY’s PEERAGE of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, ani 
IRE LAND, 

Cantai ning an Account of thè Origin, Hormurs* Marriages, arid'Tffue 
•f thè Nobility. Tp which are added, an Aceoent of thè Orders of Knight- 
hood, an exa& Valuation of each of thè Bifhoprics, and extinft Peerage 
of thè three Kingdoms. 

With thè Forfè ite d and Dormgnt Titles. 
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